Transportation Concurrency Test Background Information
The GMA requires local jurisdictions to adopt and enforce ordinances which prohibit development approval if the development causes the LOS on a locally owned transportation facility to decline below the adopted LOS standards. The GMA mandates denial of development requests when LOS standards would be exceeded, even after system improvements in the six-year road capital program are completed.  
As currently outlined in the code, applications for concurrency in unincorporated King County must satisfy both the Transportation Adequacy Measure (TAM) and Critical Link standards before a certificate of concurrency can be issued.  If Proposed Ordinance 2003-0035 is adopted, a Critical Segment standard will replace the Critical Link standard as part of the concurrency test.  

Transportation Adequacy Measure (TAM)

A tool for judging performance of the transportation system is a comparison of traffic volumes to capacity.  TAM means the average weighted volume-to-capacity ratio for all traffic in the p.m. peak hour for a concurrency zone or non-residential development.  Capacity is the maximum rate at which persons or vehicles can pass through a section or transportation facility.  Within unincorporated King County, there are 5 areas utilizing the TAM standard.  A majority of “red” zones in the rural area are out of compliance with the adopted LOS standards due to the TAM.  

King County Comprehensive Plan policy T-209 outlines the standards for the TAM used to evaluate concurrency as seen in the table below.

Transportation Adequacy Measure (TAM) Standards
	Area (1)
	Maximum Averaged Volume to Capacity (V/C) Zonal Score
	Average TAM Standards

	Transportation Service Area 1
	0.99
	E

	Transportation Service Area 2
	0.99
	E

	Transportation Service Area 3
	0.89
	D

	Transportation Service Area 4
	0.79
	C

	Transportation Service Area 5
	0.69
	B


(1) Transportation Service Areas correspond to a Transportation Service Area Map
Critical Segment
Critical Segment means the one-direction lane or lanes of a monitored corridor within the committed network with a volume-to-capacity ratio of 1.1 or more during the peak period.  Volume-to-capacity means the capacity of a roadway, how many vehicles it can handle, versus volume, the actual number of vehicles traveling on that roadway. The critical segment test requires that a development must not send more than 30 percent of its one-way, peak period trips onto a monitored corridor.   The critical segment standard shall apply to the monitored corridors listed in Attachment B to the proposed ordinance.  A majority of the zones on the proposed concurrency map that are in the urban area and are “red” are due to a critical segment failure; though there are urban zones that violate the TAM standards. 
