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SUBJECT:  Briefing on King County Food Bank Services.
SUMMARY:  There are a number of food agencies working together to address hunger in King County.  The agencies may be direct service food banks providing food to families through food banks, or they may be food distributors providing food to food banks for distribution.  Many agencies and food banks work together in sub-regional coalitions.
Business is increasing at food banks across the county as rising costs of living and shrinking household budgets drive more families and seniors to seek food assistance.  These economic realities, along with slackening donations of food and money, pose significant challenges for King County’s food programs.
A recent Wall Street Journal Article (attachment #1) notes that food programs are working to make up for a loss of government provided surplus items as commodity prices soar and surpluses of some goods like corn are being turned into alternative fuels.  Nationwide donations from the US Department of Agriculture surplus commodities program of fresh produce and canned food dropped to $58 million from $242 million four years ago.
As the Seattle Post-Intelligencer notes in attachment #2, many experts think that the end of relatively cheap food and the start of long term prices increases.

The committee will hear from representatives from four agencies on the status of, and outlook for, area food programs.
The Des Moines Area Food Bank serves the city of Des Moines, most of SeaTac and the west hill of Kent.  In addition to distributing food to individuals, it offers other programs to help the needs of hungry households including monthly cooking classes and on-going nutritional education.  They also partner with the Highline School District to distribute backpacks of food to children at risk of hunger over the weekends when not at school.
Solid Ground's Hunger Action Center provides technical assistance and administrative services to the Seattle Food Committee, a coalition of 27 Seattle food banks.  Hunger Action staff delivers food to member food banks, develops nutrition resources, and provides assistance with the day-to-day operations of running a food bank.  The Lettuce Link program provides fresh organic produce, vegetable seeds, gardening assistance and information to low-income people throughout Seattle.  The Food Security for Children program provides nutritious, age-appropriate foods for infants and toddlers whose families use Seattle food banks and information and resources to help parents raise healthy children.
Hopelink’s six centers serve north and east King County, operating several food banks a week, plus deliveries to elderly and disabled individuals who are homebound.  Hopelink also offers an emergency feeding service, which delivers bags of food to schools, religious institutions, and community centers to provide to families in need.  The food banks offer food and baby items and personal care products and evening food bank times are available for working families. 
Northwest Harvest is a statewide hunger relief agency, supplying free food to a network of nearly 300 independent food banks and meal programs in 36 of 39 Washington counties.  In December 2007, Northwest Harvest moved to a modern warehouse facility in Kent which has become the hub of our King County distribution.  They operate the Three Squares for Kids program in 15 Seattle elementary schools and 2 Highline School District elementary schools, giving food to family support workers in those schools to distribute to students they've identified as needing additional nutrition.  Northwest Harvest also operates the Cherry Street Food Bank in downtown Seattle.
The South King County Food Coalition is a coalition of 12 food banks serving over 8,500 needy families each month throughout South King County.  The members cooperate in the areas of bulk food purchases, transportation, training for staff and volunteers, and disaster preparedness.
ATTENDEES:
· Debra Grant, Director of Client Services, Hopelink
· Shelley Rotondo, Executive Director, Northwest Harvest
· Trish Toomey, Executive Director, Food Resources Network 

· Kris VanGusken, Executive Director, Des Moines Area Food Bank/President of the South King County Food Coalition
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Seattle Post-Intelligencer Editorial, March 23, 2008
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