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April 21, 2009
The Honorable Dow Constantine

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance approving the Lakehaven Utility District (District) 2006 Water System Plan (Plan).  The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed the Plan in February 2007, and after receiving supplemental information in September 2008 and February 2009, recommends approval of the Plan.  
The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 57.16.010 and King County Code (KCC) require that before becoming effective, the Plan be approved by King County.  This letter, and attached matrix, describes the result of the county’s review of the Plan and affirms that the Plan meets King County requirements.  Approval of the Plan will also provide state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.  

Plan Summary
The District is a municipal corporation formed under Title 57 RCW to provide water service.  The District provides service to a population of 103,250 residents and 30,900 employees (2005 data), or 43,750 total Equivalent Residential Units (ERUs).  
Service Area

The District operates in the southwest corner of King County adjacent to the Pierce County boundary.  Puget Sound and the Green River valley border the District on the west and east respectively.  The District’s northern border generally follows 280th Street, except for a narrow strip of land extending north along the Puget Sound to South 252nd Street.
The overall service area is similar to the service area described in the 1989 South King County Coordinated Water System Plan (CWSP).  The District has either relinquished, or plans to relinquish, portions of its service area where provision of water service is either not feasible or is better served by another purveyor.  The projected population for the water service area in 2025 is 129,919.
There are several smaller water systems within the District’s overall service area that are not connected to the District’s main distribution system.  The District does not offer satellite management services.  
Water Use Efficiency

Numerous statutes, KCC 13.28, and the King County Comprehensive Plan, require efficient water use.  The District’s sources of supply are 24 production ground water wells, which are owned and operated by the District and located within its boundaries, and an intertie with the City of Tacoma.  The District uses about 255 gallons of water for each service connection.  The annual average day demand is approximately 10.77 million gallons, with peak day consumption (generally during the hottest summer/fall period) approximately 1.9 times greater than the average day demand.  The projected average day demand in 2025 is estimated to be 29 million gallons without conservation or 27 million gallons with conservation.  The District’s conservation program satisfies the minimum program requirements established in 1994 as required by law.  

Capital Improvement Program
The Plan contains a six-year capital improvement program (CIP) costing approximately $6,290,000.  The CIP projects for the next six years will be funded by water revenues and connection charges.  Total rate based revenues (water sales) in 2005 were $7,542,258.

Reclaimed Water and Regional Planning
The District operates two secondary-level wastewater treatment plants: the Lakota plant and the Redondo plant.  The District has a long-term plan to establish a reclaimed water program, and its reclaimed water plans are coordinated with a proposed aquifer storage and recovery program.  Together, these programs will recharge and replenish local aquifers with high quality reclaimed water, and reduce the discharge of treated wastewater to Puget Sound. 
The District is committed to participating in regional planning and water supply development and has supported regional planning efforts such as the South King County CWSP
Ground Water Management
The District has a wellhead protection program for its 24 wells.  The District states its desire to serve its customers’ interests by protecting its ground water resources from depletion and contamination. 
SEPA

The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Plan on 
October 12, 2006.

An enclosed matrix provides additional information regarding the District's compliance with KCC requirements and consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan.

I appreciate the District's cooperation in submitting the Plan and working with the UTRC review process.  If you have any questions about the Plan or the proposed ordinance, please feel free to contact Stephen Hirschey, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, at 
206-205-0817.

I urge the Council to adopt the enclosed ordinance approving the District's Plan.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Interim Chief of Staff
  Saroja Reddy, Policy Staff Director

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council




  Frank Abe, Communications Director


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget 

John Bowman, P.E., Engineering/Water Manager, Lakehaven Utility District

Richard Rodriguez, Regional Planner, Washington State Department of Health

Theresa Jennings, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
Steve Hirschey, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee
