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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2018-0287 would appoint Justin Hirsch (District 8) to a four-year term on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee that will expire on June 30, 2022.


SUMMARY

Ferry Advisory Committees were established by the State legislature[footnoteRef:1] in order to provide local guidance for the Washington Station Department of Transportation on each area served by the Washington state ferries. [1:  RCW 47.60.310] 


In most cases, the relevant county legislative authorities are responsible for appointing members to their local Ferry Advisory Committees. However, in the case of Vashon Island, the Vashon/Maury Island Community Council is designated as the appointing body for the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee, with the King County Council authorized to make appointments only if the Vashon/Maury Island Community Council has failed to fill a vacancy within 90 days.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  RCW 47.60.310 (2)] 


The Vashon/Maury Island Community Council is no longer operating and was administratively dissolved by the Washington secretary of state in September 2013. In response, the Council passed Motion 15143 establishing a process to review applications for service on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee. Motion 15143 requires the Councilmember representing Vashon/Maury Island to publicize notice of vacancies on the Ferry Advisory Committee and then convene a Membership Review Group comprised of representatives from the Council, Executive, and community. This Membership Review Group is to submit up to two recommendations for each vacant position. The Council then makes appointments as outlined in State law.

The appointee, Justin Hirsch, was selected through the process set forth in Motion 15143. Proposed Motion 2018-0287 would appoint him to a four-year term on the committee, which would expire on June 30, 2022.


BACKGROUND 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ferry Advisory Committees. Ferry Advisory Committees were established by RCW 47.60.310 in order to provide local representation for the Washington State Department of Transportation in, “soliciting and obtaining expressions from local community groups in order to be properly informed as to problems being experienced within the area served by the Washington state ferries.”  

For Vashon Island, the Ferry Advisory Committee is to consist of three members. At least one of these members must represent an established ferry user group or frequent users of the ferry system. Each member is required to live in the vicinity of the ferry terminal.[footnoteRef:3] Not more than two members of the committee may be from the same political party at the time of their appointment.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  RCW 47.60.310 (2)]  [4:  RCW 47.60.310 (4)] 


Appointing Bodies. In most cases, the relevant county legislative authorities are responsible for appointing members to their local Ferry Advisory Committees. However, in the case of Vashon Island, RCW 47.60.310 provides that Vashon Island shall have one committee “and its members shall be appointed by the Vashon/Maury Island community council.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  RCW 47.60.310 (2)] 


The State law goes on to note that, “[i]f the Vashon/Maury Island community council fails to appoint a qualified person to fill a vacancy within ninety days of the occurrence of the vacancy, the legislative authority of King county shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  RCW 47.60.310 (2)] 


According to the records of Washington State non-profit corporations, the Vashon/Maury Island Community Council was administratively dissolved by the Washington secretary of state in September 2013. It is no longer meeting or operating and, thus, is unable to fill vacancies on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee. As a result, the responsibility for filling vacancies on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee now rests with the King County Council.

Motion 15143. Council Appointment Process. In response to the dissolution of the Vashon/Maury Island Community Council, the King County Council passed Motion 15143, which established a process to review applications for service on the Vashon Island Ferry Advisory Committee. Motion 15143 requires the Councilmember representing Vashon/Maury Island to publicize notice of vacancies on the Ferry Advisory Committee and then convene a Membership Review Group comprised of representatives from the Council, Executive, and community. This Membership Review Group is to submit up to two recommendations for each vacant position. The Council then makes appointments as outlined in State law.

Proposed Motion 2018-0287: Justin Hirsch. Mr. Hirsch has lived on Vashon Island since 2006 and has been a daily ferry commuter since then. He works as a Longshoreman for the International Longshore and Warehouse Union – Pacific Maritime Association. 

Mr. Hirsch noted in his application:

I have over a decade of experience in the maritime industry and have worked in marine terminal operations at the ports of Seattle, Tacoma, Everett, Olympia, Port Angeles, Aberdeen/Grays Harbor, Astoria, Longview, Portland and Long Beach, California. I have significant experience in roll-on/roll-off "RO-RO" cargo operations not-dissimilar to those at WSF terminals, and can bring this operational experience to the committee. I have several low-cost and no-cost ideas for streamlining existing operations to contribute to the committee.

As a daily ferry commuter and Vashon resident since 2006 I am committed to finding solutions that support our ferry system, maximizing the public benefit of our great public resource while maintaining a realistic spending level. There has recently been a great deal of tension in the Triangle route, and I am dedicated to finding "out of the box" solutions that can work for residents on both sides of the water. There will be challenges ahead, but with a steady hand and careful attention to detail we can safely navigate uncharted waters.

Mr. Hirsch considers himself to be a Democrat. If Proposed Motions 2018-0286 and 2018-0287 are both approved, the makeup of the Ferry Advisory Committee would be two Democrats and one Independent, which would be consistent with the State law.

Proposed Motion 2018-0287 would appoint Mr. Hirsch to a four-year term on the committee, which would expire on June 30, 2022.

ANALYSIS

The proposed motion meets the requirements of Motion 15143 and State law for appointments to a Ferry Advisory Committee:

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2018-0287
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