Comparison of Open Space Plan Values, Goals and Objectives 
(Proposed 2022 vs. Adopted 2016)
	2022 Open Space Plan (Proposed)
	2016 Open Space Plan (Adopted)
	Comparison 2016 vs 2022

	Values
	
	

	Regional and unincorporated area service. Serve the county-wide population, as well as
communities in rural and urban unincorporated King County, through parks, trails, and natural lands.

	Regional and Rural Service: Provide park and recreation assets that serve the countywide
population, as well as communities in rural unincorporated King County.

	Regional and Rural Service: Provide park and recreation assets that serve unincorporated area service. Serve the county-wide
population, as well as communities in urban and rural unincorporated King County, through parks, trails, and natural lands.


	Safety. Ensure that parks, trails and recreation facilities are safe for all visitors.

	Safety: Ensure that parks, trails and
recreation facilities are safe for all users.

	Safety: Ensure that parks, trails and
recreation facilities are safe for all users visitors.


	Equity. Provide public open spaces and recreation opportunities that maximize accessibility, are
welcoming and inclusive, and are equitably distributed.

	Equity: Strive to provide public open spaces and recreation opportunities that maximize accessibility and are equitably distributed.

	Equity: Strive to pProvide public open spaces and recreation opportunities that maximize accessibility, are welcoming and inclusive, and are equitably distributed.


	Innovation. Approach work creatively to improve service, maximize co-benefits, leverage resources, and drive towards best outcomes.

	
	New

	Conservation. Protect and enhance the ecological values of open space assets, including fish and wildlife habitat, native biodiversity, critical areas, and air and water quality.

	Conservation: Protect and enhance the ecological values of open space assets, including fish and wildlife habitat, native biodiversity, critical areas, and air and water quality.

	No change

	Treaty rights. Honor, protect, and preserve the fish and other natural resources that Indian tribes
reserved for themselves by the terms of the Treaty of Point Elliott.

	
	New

	Fiscal responsibility. Maximize the value of public dollars through strategic management while
respecting best environmental management practices.

	Efficiency: Maximize the value of public dollars through sensible cost reduction strategies while respecting best environmental management practices.

	Efficiency Fiscal Responsibility: Maximize the value of public dollars through sensible cost reduction strategies strategic management while respecting best environmental management practices.


	
	Partnerships: Pursue partnerships with public, private, and non-profit entities that leverage public dollars, enhance public recreation opportunities, and involve
King County residents in the stewardship of King County’s open space and recreation
assets.

	Partnerships: Pursue partnerships with public, private, and non-profit entities that leverage public dollars, enhance public recreation opportunities, and involve
King County residents in the stewardship of King County’s open space and recreation
assets.


	
	Entrepreneurial: Generate revenue and contribute to the financial sustainability of agency operations.

	Entrepreneurial: Generate revenue and contribute to the financial sustainability of agency operations.


	Goals and Objectives
	
	

	Goal 1: Take care of King County’s existing system of parks and trails, ensuring the system remains
clean, safe and open.

	Goal 1: Take care of King County’s existing
system of parks and trails, ensuring the system
remains clean, safe and open.

	No change

	Objective 1.1: Sustain levels of service in the day-to-day operations and maintenance of King County’s parks and trails by:
· Increasing staffing resources for peak seasonal maintenance and the growing inventory;
· Replacing and upgrading technology, equipment, and vehicles; and
· Completing the new central maintenance shop.

	Objective 1.1: Sustain levels of service in the day-to-day operations and maintenance of
King County’s parks and trails by:
· Increasing staffing resources for peak
seasonal maintenance and the growing
inventory;
· Replacing and upgrading technology,
equipment, and vehicles;
· Investing in the planning and design of a
central maintenance shop; and
· Preserving and protecting the Maury
Island Natural Area and the Eastside Rail
Corridor.

	Objective 1.1: Sustain levels of service in the
day-to-day operations and maintenance of
King County’s parks and trails by:
· Increasing staffing resources for peak
seasonal maintenance and the growing
inventory;
· Replacing and upgrading technology,
equipment, and vehicles; and
· Investing in Completing the planning and design of a new central maintenance shop.; and
· Preserving and protecting the Maury
Island Natural Area and the Eastside Rail
Corridor.


	Objective 1.2: Maintain the operation of existing park infrastructure by employing a system-wide
approach to rehabilitating, repairing, or replacing elements such as play areas, restrooms, sports
courts, ballfields, and bridges and trestles on the Regional Trails System.

	Objective 1.2: Maintain the operation of existing park infrastructure by employing a system-wide approach to rehabilitating, repairing, or replacing elements such as play structures, restrooms, sports courts, ballfields, and bridges and trestles on the Regional Trails System.

	Objective 1.2: Maintain the operation of existing park infrastructure by employing a system-wide approach to rehabilitating, repairing, or replacing elements such as play structures areas, restrooms, sports courts, ballfields, and bridges and trestles on the Regional Trails System.


	
	Objective 1.3: Ensure park and recreation facilities remain safe and open throughout the County.

	Objective 1.3: Ensure park and recreation facilities remain safe and open throughout the County.


	Goal 2: Grow and connect regional open space and natural lands to protect habitat important for fish
and wildlife and to provide recreation opportunities.

	Goal 2: Grow and connect regional open space and natural lands, in order to protect habitat important for fish and wildlife and to provide
recreation opportunities.

	Goal 2: Grow and connect regional open space and natural lands, in order to protect habitat important for fish and wildlife and to provide
recreation opportunities.


	Objective 2.1: Prioritize acquisitions that build upon prior public land and conservation easement
investments, connect to existing sites, provide multiple benefits (recreation, public access, habitat
protection) and protect regional watersheds and streams.

	Objective 2.1: Focus on securing lands in strategic acquisition zones that build upon prior public land and conservation easement investments, connect to existing sites, provide multiple benefits (recreation, public access, habitat protection) and protect regional watersheds and streams (informed by Salmon Recovery Plans,the Open Space Plan, and Conservation Futures Tax criteria).

	Objective 2.1: Focus on securing lands in strategic acquisition zones Prioritize acquisitions that build upon prior public land and conservation easement investments, connect to existing sites, provide multiple benefits (recreation, public access, habitat protection) and protect regional watersheds and streams (informed by Salmon Recovery Plans,the Open Space Plan, and Conservation Futures Tax criteria).


	Objective 2.2: Be a good steward of newly acquired open space by identifying goals and
completing management plans to provide direction for maintaining and rehabilitating the sites.

	Objective 2.2: Be a good steward of the newly acquired open space by completing stewardship plans and management goals to provide direction for maintaining and
rehabilitating the sites.

	Objective 2.2: Be a good steward of the newly acquired open space by identifying goals and completing stewardship management plans and management goals to provide direction for maintaining and
rehabilitating the sites.


	Goal 3: Improve regional trails and mobility to ensure that essential connections are completed and
existing trails are maintained.

	Goal 3: Improve regional trails and nonmotorized mobility, to ensure that essential connections are completed and existing trails
are maintained.

	Goal 3: Improve regional trails and nonmotorized mobility, to ensure that essential connections are completed and existing trails
are maintained.


	Objective 3.1: Address missing trail connections, such as developing additional segments of the
East Lake Sammamish Trail and planning and designing the Green-to-Cedar Rivers Trail.

	Objective 3.1: Address missing trail
connections, such as developing additional segments of the East Lake Sammamish Trail and planning and designing the Green-to-Cedar Rivers Trail.

	No change

	Objective 3.2: Invest in planning, design, and construction of new major trail corridors, such as the
Eastrail and the Lake to Sound Trail.

	Objective 3.2: Invest in planning, design, and construction of new major trail corridors, the Eastside Rail Corridor and the Lake to Sound Trail.

	Objective 3.2: Invest in planning, design, and construction of new major trail corridors, such as the Eastside Rail Corridor and the Lake to Sound Trail.


	Objective 3.3: Preserve existing trail infrastructure by repairing and replacing aging bridges and
trestles and making surface improvements throughout the system.

	Objective 3.3: Preserve existing trail
infrastructure by repairing and replacing aging bridges and trestles and making surface improvements throughout the system.

	No change

	Objective 3.4: Identify and invest in regional trail connections in historically underserved
communities.

	Objective 3.4: Identify and invest in regional trail connections in historically underserved communities such as beginning preliminary planning for a connection from the Green River
Trail in Tukwila to the Duwamish River Trail in Seattle.

	Objective 3.4: Identify and invest in regional trail connections in historically underserved communities such as beginning preliminary planning for a connection from the Green River
Trail in Tukwila to the Duwamish River Trail in Seattle.


	Objective 3.5: Identify opportunities to invest in trail connections that improve nonmotorized
mobility, especially connections to transit centers.

	Objective 3.5: Identify opportunities to invest in trail connections that improve nonmotorized mobility, especially connections to transit centers.

	No change

	Goal 4: Make parks, green spaces, and recreation opportunities more accessible for all King Countyr residents to enjoy.

	Goal 4: Make parks and recreation opportunities more accessible for all King County residents to enjoy.

	Goal 4: Make parks, green spaces, and recreation opportunities more accessible for all King County residents to enjoy.


	Objective 4.1: Expand public access to existing parks
by building and/or improving trailhead facilities, such as
parking lots, restrooms, and signage.

	Objective 4.1: Expand public access to existing parklands by building and/or improving trailhead facilities, such as parking lots, restrooms, and signage, at sites including Pinnacle Peak Park and Taylor Mountain
Forest.
	Objective 4.1: Expand public access to existing parklands parks by building and/or improving trailhead facilities, such as parking lots, restrooms, and signage, at sites including Pinnacle Peak Park and Taylor Mountain
Forest.

	Objective 4.2: Ensure parks and recreation facilities remain
safe and open by completing major maintenance projects in
all parts of the county.

	Objective 4.2: Ensure park and recreation facilities remain safe and open by completing major maintenance projects, in all parts of the county.
	Objective 4.2: Ensure parks and recreation facilities remain safe and open by completing major maintenance projects, in all parts of the county.

	Objective 4.3: Provide funding for recreational programs
that serve historically underserved communities.

	Objective 4.3: Provide funding for recreational programs that serve historically underserved communities, including the White Center Teen Program, Evergreen Community Aquatics Center, and the King County 4-H program.
	Objective 4.3: Provide funding for recreational programs that serve historically underserved communities, including the White Center Teen Program, Evergreen Community Aquatics Center, and the King County 4-H program.

	Objective 4.4: Cultivate partnerships that generate
revenue, create efficiencies, and/or nurture goodwill.

	Objective 4.4: Cultivate community and corporate partnerships that generate revenue, create efficiencies, and/or nurture goodwill
by increasing the capital appropriation for the Community Partnerships and Grants Program.

	Objective 4.4: Cultivate community and corporate partnerships that generate revenue, create efficiencies, and/or nurture goodwill
by increasing the capital appropriation for the Community Partnerships and Grants Program.




