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                              King County 2005 
              Attachment #1
                    State Legislative Agenda
	Department


	Item
	Description 



	1. Executive
	Preservation of Basic County Government Services


	1. King County supports legislation that provides revenue tools to local governments to allow for fiscal home rule, and mitigation of unfunded State mandates. Specifically, providing increased councilmanic revenue options and more flexibility in setting local fees to recover the costs of service delivery with a showing to the local legislative authority that the local increase is necessary, and/or a local option to increase state set fees up to a cap or an annual escalation, with a showing to the local legislative authority that the local increase is necessary.
Four bills that would give Counties additional revenue sources were introduced with no final action taken:

HB-1932 would have allowed Cities to annex unincorporated areas under 250 acres having at least 60% of the boundaries to the City without a vote of the residence of the area.  The City must develop an ordinance stating the number of residents and set a date for public hearing once a week for two weeks.  The City Council with the passage the ordinance can annex the area to the city.

HB-2120 would have allowed Land Use Planning Counties to create “urban impact areas” to:  (1) provide significant incentives and financial support to cities that would annex or incorporate the urban impact areas and (2) provide resources to support the urban services provided by the county.  The governing body of the “urban impact area” would have the ability to enact a 5% utility tax to provide the incentives and/or pay for urban services provided by the County.

HB-2224 would have allowed King County to enact a 2 % County Wide Utility tax on all utilities, except natural gas and electric, to be used for Criminal Justice.  This bill was introduced by Representative Helen Sommers.

SB-5984/HB-1984 authorized Superior Courts to impose a fee of up to $20 for processing ex parte orders.   The Board of Judicial Administration and the Superior Court Judges Association have agreed to work with King County on the issue during the interim.  

 

	2. Executive 
	Annexation Reform and Smart Growth Management


	1. GMA Implementation/Annexation Transition Funding - King County supports the creation of GMA implementation funding for cities to address capital infrastructure improvements.

Request was made of the Capital Budget Chairs to fund a $10 million grant fund to be used to give incentives to Cities that annexed urban islands.  No action was taken during 2005.

1.  Surface Water and Local Parks Facilities and Properties Automatically Transferred to Cities upon Annexation - King County supports amending RCW 36.89 and/or 36.94 so that surface water management facilities, properties and local parks facilities and properties owned and/or maintained by counties become the responsibility of cities upon an annexation or incorporation.  RCW currently provides for county roads to become cities’ responsibility at the time of annexation/incorporation – this requested action would provide the same for surface water facilities and properties and local parks facilities and properties.

No action taken during 2005.

	3.Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)
	Mental Health Funding, Indigent and Dependency Defense  
	1. King County supports full state funding for non-Medicaid Mental Health Services for loss of Federal Dollars due to recent federal rule changes. King County supports a revised mental health funding formula that is based on the prevalence and severity of mental illness.  $80 million of the projected $82 million loss was funded in the 2005-2007 budget.  The priorities for distribution established in the budget meet King County’s needs in residential services and crisis and commitment.
2. King County seeks public defense funding for criminal cases within any newly created state-wide network of funding. King County supports state funding of public defense dependency actions.   The Court Funding Task Force proposal passed, increasing court filing and recording fees.  A portion of the increased fee flows to the state.  A percentage of this state portion will fund public defense in dependency actions and public defense for criminal cases.  Due to the limited funding, King County is unlikely to receive revenue in the near future. 

	4.  King County Department of Transportation (KCDOT)
	Transportation Solutions
	1. King County supports legislation that identifies additional revenues for cities and counties to meet urgent and growing needs of maintaining aging transportation infrastructure, and general transportation improvements to increase the overall carrying capacity of the transportation system while revenues are diminishing.  Specifically, King County supports:

· Legislation that identifies funding to replace the VLF revenues lost to King County and the cities within King County with the passage of I-776 ($18 million per year in VLF revenues lost to local jurisdictions in King County), and that authorizes new or higher user fees at the local and regional level.   

· Additional revenue distributions to local jurisdictions from any new increases of statewide fuel tax.

The Legislature passed a 9.5 cent gas tax increase over the next four years (2005 – 3 cents, 2006 – 3 cents, 2007 – 2 cents, and 2008 – 1.5 cents) and a graduated weight fee ranging from $10 to $30.  Together these tax increases will raise just under $8 billion.  A large portion of these funds will come to the Central Puget Sound for major projects (i.e. Viaduct, Evergreen Point Floating Bridge, and I-405.  Total project is Attachment #5 listed on the staff report.  ½ cent of the new gas tax with be coming to Counties (1/4 cent in 2005 and ¼ cent in 2006.  King County will receive $783,387 in 2005 increasing to an annual receipt of $1,466,772 starting in 2006.  Legislation was introduced to reinstate the VLF to Counties, but the VLF was not included in the final Transportation Package.

2. Reauthorize Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) and Transportation Demand Management (TDM) programs which are due to sunset in ’06. This funding represents over $900,000 in annual revenue to King County Metro in contracts with jurisdictions in King County.

Legislature continued funding for local governments for CTR and TDM.  The Legislature did not address reauthorization.  The legislature did increase the Business CTR Tax Credits by $1 million.


	5. Public Health
	Public Health Funding
	1. King County supports restoration of the funding to public health lost with the repeal of the MVET.

2. King County supports a new revenue source to fund enhanced public health responsibilities to protect the public’s health from the consequences of new and emerging terrorism threats and communicable diseases such as SARS, TB and the West Nile Virus.  

Public Health funding is continued at current level.  A task force to study needs and a potential funding source for public health is established.

	6. Department of Natural Resources and Parks
	Owner Controlled Insurance Program (OCIP), Salmon Recovery
	1. King County seeks a legislative exemption to purchase an OCIP for the Brightwater Treatment Plant Project. The OCIP is a centralized insurance program purchased by the project owner which covers insurance, loss control/safety and claims management for King County and all of the contractors and subcontractors.  The OCIP covers general liability and environmental liability for the project.
Legislature passed SB-6022, exempting all projects of $200 million or more from having to get project by project exemptions in the future.  This was more than we asked for or expected.

2. King County supports the Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) budget request of $3.25 million to stabilize the lead entity funding for salmon recovery and the $30 million budget request to support adequate funds for the grant programs of SRFB.

The Legislature funded $3.25 million for lead entity funding.  The actual Tri-County Request for SFRB Funding was for $20 million.  The Legislature funded $18 million for SRFB Grants.



	7. Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
	Day Reporting
	1. King County supports amending RCW 9.94A.030, sections 15 & 31 to change the Day Reporting definition from a form of enhanced supervision to confinement or partial confinement, for use as a sentencing alternative available to the Court.   
HB 2184 was introduced but failed to move out of committee.   During the interim, a tour of our alternative to incarceration program and presentation of data collected on recidivism will be conducted for the appropriate legislative committees.


	8. Superior Court
	Superior Court Fees
	1. King County supports an increase in Superior Court Fees as recommended by the Board of Judicial Administration Court Funding Task Force.  

The Court FundingTask Force proposal was adopted.  King County should realize over $2 million from increased court filing fees.  Additional funding is provided to cover approximately 12.5% of District and Municipal Court Judge salaries.  Funding is available for dependency defense, indigent defense and civil indigent defense.   

	9.  The 
Law Library
	Law Library Funding
	1. King County supports legislation to amend RCW 27.24.070 to increase the local filing fee to fund the law library.

No Action Taken in 2005 
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