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Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Attached for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2014 (FY 2015) Federal Agenda of King County. The proposed 2014 (FY 2015) Federal Agenda and 2014 (FY 2015) Federal Policy Interests documents are also attached. As in previous years, it may be necessary to further amend these documents, at a later date, to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise during the congressional session.     

This year was again characterized by contentious conversations in Washington, DC over federal revenue and spending. We felt the first impacts of Sequestration this year, a result of the 2011 Budget Control Act spending limits and subsequent failure of the Super Committee. Additional automatic reductions become effective at the beginning of 2014 unless Congress can agree on modifications to the underlying law. House and Senate leaders are headed toward another battle over the federal debt ceiling in the first quarter of 2014, and so these tensions are likely to continue. 

Against this backdrop, the County continues to protect its interests and seek opportunities to advance new partnerships and innovation on federal matters. From law enforcement to housing assistance and from Medicaid reimbursement to salmon recovery, federal resources remain critical to a number of the County’s key programs.

Despite the growing tension over federal budgets, King County continues to have a strong voice in the federal policy arena. From clean energy and economic development to health care reform and transportation innovation, we continue to market the resources and attributes that make King County a logical choice for new programs and investment. 

The 2014 (FY 2015) Federal Agenda is structured around the Strategic Plan to provide consistency throughout the vision and reform efforts ongoing at King County. The basic tenets of the Strategic Plan are: Justice and Safety: Support safe communities and accessible justice systems for all; Health and Human Potential: Provide equitable opportunities for all individuals to realize their full potential; Economic Growth and Built Environment: Encourage a growing and diverse King County economy and vibrant, thriving, and sustainable communities; and Environmental Sustainability: Safeguard and enhance King County’s natural resources and environment. 
Collaboration will again play a key role in succeeding with our priorities for 2014. We will work with our intergovernmental partners, including the Governor, the Puget Sound Regional Council, the cities of Seattle and Bellevue as well as suburban cities to aggressively advocate for federal funding for the challenges our region faces. This includes continued federal support for transportation, health reform implementation, homeland security, salmon recovery, flood protection, affordable housing, and other important needs. 

We will continue the strong collaboration with the County Council and separately elected officials to address the priorities outlined in the attached documents. We also look forward to continuing our alliances at the national level with the National Association of Counties, the American Public Transportation Association and other partner organizations. Furthermore, we look forward to continuing to support the efforts of Washington2Advocates and Sixkiller Consulting, who work jointly on our behalf in Washington, D.C. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this document, please feel free to have  your staff contact Genesee Adkins, Director of Government Relations, at 206-263-9628, or genesee.adkins@kingcounty.gov.   

Sincerely, 
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Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers


ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Fred Jarrett, Deputy County Executive, Office of the Executive 

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget (PSB) 

Sung Yang, Chief of Staff, King County Executive’s Office (KCEO)

Genesee Adkins, Director of Government Relations, KCEO 

Joe Woods, Deputy Chief of Staff, KCEO
Diane Carlson, Director of Regional Initiatives, KCEO

Frank Abe, Communications Director, KCEO

