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October 2, 2007

The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am pleased to transmit proposed legislation which authorizes the naming of the building at 410 Ninth Avenue on the Harborview Medical Center campus as the Norm Maleng Building, in honor of the late Honorable Norm Maleng, King County Prosecuting Attorney for close to three decades and longtime advocate and ambassador for the Medical Center.  Norm Maleng passed away on May 24, 2007. 
Norm Maleng was previously honored by council action, Ordinance 15877, renaming the Regional Justice Center in Kent as the Norm Maleng Regional Justice Center.  This action was particularly appropriate, given Norm’s long and distinguished career as the Prosecuting Attorney for King County and his tireless dedication to improving the criminal justice system, to furthering the cause of justice, and to protecting the most vulnerable among us, such as victims of domestic violence and children. 

But Norm Maleng also gave of his energy, enthusiasm, and compassion outside of the halls of justice, and on a more personal level, through his promotion of and support for the work of the Harborview Medical Center’s nationally recognized Trauma Center and inpatient facilities.   

Because of these efforts, the Harborview Medical Center Board of Trustees unanimously passed a resolution in July, 2007 encouraging King County to name the new Inpatient Expansion Building (IEB) at 410 Ninth Avenue in his honor.  I concur in this recommendation and see the need to recognize this additional aspect of Norm’s extraordinary public service through another lasting and visible memorial, one which is specifically relevant to his work on behalf of the mission of the Medical Center. 

Norm Maleng Dedicated Himself to the Mission of the HMC Trauma Center and Inpatient facilities

In 1989, Norm and Judy Maleng lost their young daughter Karen as a result of a tragic winter recreational accident.  Karen died at Harborview Medical Center from injuries sustained when her sled collided with a parked car.  Following Karen’s death, the Malengs served as ambassadors in the community, speaking on behalf of the work done in the HMC Trauma Center to save lives after devastating injuries and to help families heal in the aftermath of the sudden death of loved ones.  In this work, Norm Maleng, a devoted family man, drew upon the personal experience of losing his daughter, as he tried to help others who have suffered tragic loss.  Norm’s passionate commitment to the mission of the Trauma Center and inpatient facilities, and to the broader work of the Medical Center as a whole, evidenced humanitarian concern, empathy, and dedicated effort. Members of the HMC medical community and hospital administration truly found a stalwart ally and articulate spokesperson in Norm Maleng. 
About the New Inpatient Expansion Building (IEB)  

The new inpatient expansion building at 410 Ninth Avenue is located at the southeast corner of Ninth Avenue and Jefferson Street, directly across 9th Avenue from the main hospital.  The IEB

houses 8 operating rooms and additional inpatient beds, along with acute care, rehabilitation, and clinic facilities.  The building will provide greatly needed additional capacity to meet the region’s growing needs.  The building has been built to the latest FEMA standards in order to ensure that it will remain operational following an earthquake.  The IEB project included extensive seismic improvements to the North Wing Trauma Center Tower to ensure that it will meet FEMA Immediate Occupancy requirements and continue to meet community needs.  

The building includes an expansion of the Emergency Department, and adjoins to the existing hospital by a 6-story bridge building.  The bridge makes a bold architectural statement as it spans 9th Avenue.

Visitor waiting areas are located on the south side of the bridge, and have sweeping panoramic views that include Mount Rainier. Beneath the bridge, installed artwork promotes the concept of the beauty of science. The building exterior is done in “Harborview brick,” and is designed to harmonize with the Art Deco character of the existing campus.

In summary, renaming the IEB as the Norm Maleng Building is a fitting tribute to personal efforts made by Norm Maleng in the cause of promoting the work of the HMC Trauma Center and inpatient facilities.  I hope the council concurs and follows the suggestion made by the Board of Trustees in their July, 2007 resolution concerning the renaming of the IED.
If you have any questions regarding this proposal, please call Kathy Brown, Facilities Management Division Director, at 206-296-0630.

Sincerely,
Ron Sims

King County Executive
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