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Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6

DATE:  January 17, 2008
BRIEFING No. 2008-B0010

PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry 
SUBJECT:  Briefing on New Programs in the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office to Combat Crime in King County.
SUMMARY:  The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office is responsible for the prosecution of all felony and juvenile criminal offenses in the county and for all misdemeanor cases generated in the unincorporated parts of the county.  In addition, the prosecutor represents the county in several civil law areas, including employment law, torts, contracts, and land use.  For criminal cases, the prosecutor works with law enforcement to complete investigations, review arrests, make filing decisions as to what charges should be filed, and is responsible for the prosecution through final adjudication of defendants on those charges.
Prosecutor’s Car Theft Initiative (CTI).  Since 2000, King County crime has been down for virtually all types of offenses.  Only certain types of property crimes had continued upward, most notably theft of motor vehicles.  In 2004, a record number of 44,569 stolen cars were reported – an increase of 61.5% over the previous ten years.  Auto theft affects all parts of King County.
In order to target auto theft and reverse these trends, the prosecutor established a new initiative working in a coordinated and focused way with law enforcement to more aggressively prosecute this crime.  As part of the initiative, three deputy prosecuting attorneys (DPA) were assigned to lead the prosecution of these crimes.  In the past two years, reported car thefts have dropped 37% in King County.  Credit for this huge accomplishment is due the targeted prosecution and the efforts of the Auto Theft Tactical Analysis Center of King County (ATTACK Center), where detectives from around the county contributed information that allowed for detailed crime analysis and a focus on the most prolific thieves in our region.
Other PAO Initiatives.  The King County Prosecuting Attorney's Office has formed a new division, the Complex Prosecutions and Investigations Division, to better prosecute financial crimes.  One of the main missions of this division is to effectively prosecute identity theft.  The Prosecutor's Office is committed to helping law enforcement agencies successfully pursue the criminals who steal identities, commit fraud, and cause hardship to the citizens of King County.  The King County Sheriff's Office, the University of Washington Police Department, and the Redmond Police Department have committed analyst resources to help organize information on the worst offenders.

The King County Prosecutor and his staff are here today to brief the committee on these and other new initiatives.

ATTENDEES:

1. Hon. Dan Satterberg, King County Prosecuting Attorney
