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SUBJECT
AN ORDINANCE implementing the district court redistricting committee's amendment to the districting plan implementing; and amending Ordinance 8935, Section 4, as amended, and K.C.C. 2.68.070.
SUMMARY
This Proposed Ordinance makes two changes to the Electoral Districts of the King County District Court District Plan.  On October 22, 2015, the county’s District Court District Plan Districting Committee met to review the county’s District Court District Plan as required by state statute and county code.  At the meeting, the committee considered and unanimously approved changes to the county’s District Court District Plan that would add voters from the City of Auburn residing in Pierce County and removing from the Northeast Electoral District the portion of the City of Bothell that is located in Snohomish County.  This proposed ordinance reflects the decisions of the committee.  
BACKGROUND
The District Court is the County’s court of “limited jurisdiction” and has responsibility for traffic infractions, certain civil matters, and misdemeanor criminal offenses in the County’s unincorporated areas, cities that contract with the court to provide municipal court services, and for the adjudication of “state” offenses (violations of state statute in the county or when the arresting agency is the Washington State Patrol or other state law enforcement agency).  
The requirements and structure of the District Court are established in state statute, county code, and are also governed by court rules.  Generally, state law empowers the local county legislative authority with significant flexibility in the development of the court’s jurisdictional structure.  King County’s structure is contained in the County’s District Court District Plan, King County Code Section 2.68. The adopted District Court District Plan establishes as policy that the county is a unified, countywide district court.  However, the County has also adopted the statutory option of creating Electoral Districts that divide the county into smaller areas to allow for a more “local” election of judges without affecting a unified approach to the administration of the court.  The current plan has five Electoral Divisions each with an assigned number of judges.  Each division contains a listing of the voter precincts within its geographic boundaries.

On October 22, 2015, the county’s District Court Plan Districting Committee (as established by statute with representatives of King County cities, King County Bar Association, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, Superior Court, and the Washington Municipal Court Judge’s Association) met to review the county’s District Court District Plan as required by state statute and county code.  At the meeting, the committee reviewed adopted changes proposed by the District Court.  

City of Auburn. The first proposed change was a request that the committee consider incorporating into the county’s District Court District Plan the portion of the City of Auburn that is located in Pierce County, and that this new area be added as part of the Southwest Electoral District. In 2006, the Council adopted Ordinance 15380 which approved the Interlocal Agreement for Provision of District Court Services (court services agreement) between King County and cities.  On July 16, 2012, the Auburn city council authorized the court services agreement.  With this contract, the court notes that it is acting as the Municipal Court for the City.  As a result, this change would ensure that all of the citizens of Auburn would be able to elect the judges that hear the cases in their city.  The court indicated that this proposed change had been reviewed by both King and Pierce County prosecutor’s offices and the change is also agreeable to the Pierce County District Court.

City of Bothell. The second proposed change is to recommend unincorporating the portion of the City of Bothell that is located in Snohomish County from the Northeast Electoral District in King County. According to the court, the City of Bothell has not been a contract city for many years. Consequently, requiring the filing of cases arising in the part of the city that is in Snohomish County is not appropriate, and the requirement to seat jurors who reside in Snohomish County for these cases is “costly, confusing, and serves no good purpose.” This proposed change has been reviewed by the Snohomish and King County prosecutor’s offices and is agreeable to the Snohomish County District Court.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The committee unanimously agreed to each of the recommended changes and the electoral boundaries were changed.  This proposed ordinance will codify the changes adopted by the Districting Committee.  
ANALYSIS 
This Proposed Ordinance will codify the changes adopted by the District Court Plan Districting Committee in 2015.  The adoption of the proposed change that would enfranchise City of Auburn citizens living in Pierce County, but receiving municipal court services from King County, will allow these citizens to participate in the election of “their” city judges, where, without the change, these citizens would not have an electoral voice in choosing judicial officers.  Additionally, the adoption of the proposed change to the portion of the City of Bothell in Snohomish County appears to allow for better court efficiencies for Snohomish County residents.  
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