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December 9, 2010
The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

Enclosed for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the King County 2011 (FY 2012) Federal Agenda. The proposed 2011 (FY 2012) Federal Agenda – Appropriations Requests and 2011 (FY 2012) Federal Agenda – Policy Interests documents are also attached.  As in previous years, it may be necessary to further amend these documents, at a later date, to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise during the First Session of the 112th Congress.
The federal government continues to work toward policies that will pull the nation out of its greatest recession in generations, despite lagging employment numbers and an anemic market for real estate. Nevertheless, the Obama Administration has advanced a number of critical policy and revenue conversations, and King County continues to have a strong voice in the federal policy arena. From transportation and public safety to health care reform and climate change, we continue to market the resources and attributes that make King County a logical choice for innovation and investment. 

Collaboration will again play a key role in succeeding with our priorities for 2011. We will work with our intergovernmental partners, including the Governor, the Puget Sound Regional Council, the cities of Seattle and Bellevue and the other suburban cities to aggressively advocate for federal funding for the challenges our region faces together. This includes continued federal support for transportation, public health, homeland security, salmon recovery, flood control, affordable housing and other important needs. Scarce resources and great needs have driven us to develop a strategic list of federal priorities for the coming year.

We are encouraged by our successful partnerships in the past year, where our congressional delegation stepped forward to partner with King County on key federal priorities. Faced with the imminent flood control situation in the Green River valley, we collaborated with Governor Chris Gregoire and our colleagues in local government and the private sector to make clear the immediate threat and the expansive impacts of a potential flood event. The interim repairs to the Howard Hanson Dam funded in 2010 are critical for both the public safety of our residents and the security of our many businesses located in the valley. We continue to work toward a permanent fix for the dam and a regulatory path for certification of levees. We are also proud to have received a TIGER II grant award for the New South Park Bridge after a fiercely competitive process. We believe that our teamwork with our partners in the community, industry, labor, local governments, and the state is a model for future efforts.
We will continue the strong collaboration we have with the County Council and separately elected officials to address the priorities outlined in the attached documents. We also look forward to continuing our strong collaboration at the national level with the National Association of Counties, the American Public Transportation Association and Climate Communities. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this document, please feel free to contact Genesee Adkins, State and Federal Relations Manager, at 206-263-9628, or genesee.adkins@kingcounty.gov.   

Sincerely, 

Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

Fred Jarrett, Deputy County Executive, King County Executive Office (KCEO)
Sung Yang, Director of External Affairs and Government Relations, KCEO

Frank Abe, Communications Director, KCEO
Genesee Adkins, State and Federal Relations Manager, KCEO 

Joe Woods, Council Relations Director, KCEO
De’Sean Quinn, Regional Relations Manager, KCEO


