Interlocal Agreement for Autopsy and Forensic Pathology Services Between King County and Skagit County 



A. Purpose

Seattle-King County Department of Public Health-Prevention Division, King County Medical Examiner’s Office (Medical Examiner), and Skagit County Coroner (Skagit Coroner) agree that Medical Examiner will provide forensic pathology services for Skagit Coroner.

B. Organization and Financing

This Agreement does not create any joint or cooperative undertaking nor any separate legal or administrative entity and does not require any financing other than the payments set forth in it.

C. Responsibilities/Scope of Services and Roles

Upon Skagit Coroner’s request, Medical Examiner will perform the following services which will be billed at the rates set forth in the Fee Schedule in Attachment A. The services are contingent upon Medical Examiner’s capacity to provide these services at the time Skagit Coroner requests services.  

The Skagit Coroner agrees to:
1. Request services and coordinate examination details with the Medical Examiner Investigations Manager (or when they are not available, the Medical Examiner Health Services Administrator);
2. Provide an investigative report, scene photographs, relevant available medical records and history, and the investigating law enforcement agency’s contact information prior to the examination (information sharing may be facilitated by MDILog);
3. Provide follow up investigation necessary to determine cause of death when the Medical Examiner requests;
4. Transport the body to and from Medical Examiner – due to limited cooler space, a storage fee will be charged if bodies are not removed within a reasonable time (see Fee Schedule);
5. Handle all communications about the case, including but not limited to, death notiﬁcation, questions from family members and law enforcement, media inquiries, and communications with other local, state, and federal agencies;
6. Identify the decedent – Medical Examiner may collect ﬁngerprints, radiographs, DNA, etc., for identiﬁcation purposes, however, the Skagit Coroner is ultimately responsible for making the identiﬁcation;
7. Create death record in WHALES;
8. Pay the fees for services as set forth in the Fee Schedule below; and
9. Submit requests for service under this agreement to consults.meo@kingcounty.gov.
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In return for Skagit Coroner meeting the above conditions, Medical Examiner will:
1. Coordinate with the Skagit Coroner for a mutually convenient time for a postmortem examination (such as external exams or routine or complex autopsies);
2. As Medical Examiner capacity allows, perform a postmortem examination in accordance with Medical Examiner procedures, including necessary ancillary studies;



3. Provide a verbal report of preliminary examination ﬁndings as soon as practical after the examination, and a ﬁnal written report of postmortem examination and other relevant records such as photographs and ancillary reports within a reasonable time;
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4. Collect evidence and release it to the Skagit Coroner or appropriate law enforcement agency;
5. Release toxicology samples to the Skagit Coroner – at the Skagit Coroner’s request, Medical Examiner will submit appropriate samples to the Washington State Toxicology Laboratory for toxicologic analysis but cannot store the remaining samples on site and will assist Skagit Coroner in transferring such remaining samples to alternative storage;
6. Maintain records, wet tissue samples, paraﬃn blocks, and glass slides at Medical Examiner per its retention policies; 
7. Store bodies at Skagit Coroner's request or as set forth in the fee schedule; and 
8. Provide testimony and expert opinions in subsequent legal proceedings.

D.  Confidential or Proprietary Materials  

If any Medical Examiner professionals performing work under this Agreement are requested to provide testimony, at deposition or otherwise, that person may need to resist a third party’s effort to elicit, in connection with that testimony, facts concerning either: (a) proprietary Medical Examiner materials; or (b) other Medical Examiner’s clients and/or engagements. Medical Examiner may need to resist such efforts due to: (1) confidentiality agreements or protective orders governing those other engagements; (2) restrictions other Medical Examiner’s clients have imposed on disclosure; or (3) other reasons.  Medical Examiner has a legitimate interest in maintaining the confidentiality of their proprietary materials and information relating to other clients and engagements.  If the Medical Examiner is asked or required to disclose proprietary matters or information relating to other clients or engagements, the Medical Examiner will use their best efforts to protect the Skagit Coroner’s interests consistent with their needs to protect their proprietary materials and comply with applicable non-disclosure obligations.  If necessary, the Medical Examiner will engage, at their own expense, their own independent counsel to assist them in this effort.

E. Duration 

The Agreement is effective from ____________ through ____________, for a period of five (5) years. 

F. Termination

Either party may terminate this Agreement without cause, in whole or in part, at any time, by providing the other party 15 days advance written notice.  The Agreement will terminate 15 days after a party gives that notice.  

If the Contract is terminated, Medical Examiner agrees to complete any services it began before the termination date. Skagit Coroner will be liable only for payment for services the Medical Examiner began prior to the effective termination date; and the Medical Examiner shall be released from any obligation to provide further services under this Contract. However, the Medical Examiner and the Skagit Coroner may agree that Medical Examiner will provide additional services including expert opinions and testimony. The Skagit Coroner and the Medical Examiner shall agree in advance on fees to be paid for such services and Skagit Coroner will pay such fees in the same manner as fees were paid under this Agreement.

G. Hold Harmless and Indemnification

Each party assumes liability for its own wrongful and/or negligent acts or omissions or those of their officials, officers, agents, or employees to the fullest extent required by law.  Each party shall protect, defend, indemnify, and save harmless the other party, its officers, employees, and agents from any and all costs, claims, judgments, and/or awards of damages made by them or their officers, employees, and/or agents, arising out of, or in any way resulting from, their or their officers, employees, and/or agents’ negligent acts or omissions.  

For this purpose, by mutual negotiation, the parties expressly waive all immunity and limitation on liability under any industrial insurance act, including Title 51 RCW, other worker's compensation act, disability benefit act, or other employee benefit act of any jurisdiction which would otherwise be applicable in the case of such claim.

H. Insurance

Each party shall maintain its own insurance and/or self-insurance for its liabilities from damage to property and/or injuries to persons arising out of its activities associated with this Agreement as it deems reasonably appropriate and prudent. The maintenance of, or lack thereof of insurance and/or self-insurance shall not limit the liability of the indemnifying party(s). Each party, upon request, shall provide the other with a certificate of insurance or letter of self-insurance annually as the case may be. 

I. No Third Party Beneficiaries

There are no third-party beneficiaries to this Agreement, and this Agreement shall not impart any rights enforceable by any person or entity that is not a party. 

J. Administration

The following individuals are designated as representatives of the respective parties.  The representatives shall administer, coordinate, and monitor performance under this Agreement.  If a party changes its representative, it shall notify the other party.

The Skagit Coroner's representative shall be 
Hayley L. Thompson, D-ABMDI
Skagit County Coroner  
1700 Continental Place                                              
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 416-1996 (main 24-hour number) 
(360) 848-1173 (fax)

Medical Examiner 's representative shall be 
Nathan Geerdes, D-ABMDI
Investigations Manager
908 Jefferson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
(206) 731-3232 (main 24-hour number)
Consults.meo@kingcounty.gov

K. Treatment of Assets and Property

The parties will not, under this Agreement, jointly or cooperatively, acquire, hold, use, or dispose of any fixed assets or personal or real property.

L. Changes, Modifications, Amendments, And Waivers

The parties may change, modify, amend, or waive this Agreement only by written agreement.  A party’s waiver or breach of any term or condition of this Agreement shall not waive any prior or subsequent breach.  This Agreement contains all of the parties’ agreed terms and conditions.  All items incorporated herein by reference are attached.  The parties do not have any other binding understandings, oral or otherwise, regarding this Agreement’s subject matter.

M. Severability

If any Agreement term, condition, or application to any person or circumstances is invalidated, the Agreement’s other terms, conditions, or applications shall remain valid, and any invalid terms and conditions will be severed if possible.

The undersigned agree to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement.

 
Public Health – Seattle & King County 		Skagit County Coroner					

												
Authorized Signature					Authorized Signature

                                                 								
Name							Name

Director											
Title							Title

												
Date							Date


Medical Examiner Fee Schedule for Forensic Pathology Services 2026
Note: The Medical Examiner will decide whether an autopsy is routine or complex 

The base cost of all procedures include reasonable consultation time with Skagit Coroner (or designee), law enforcement oﬃcials, and attorneys. If such demands on Medical Examiner employees’ time become excessive, Medical Examiner may charge an hourly rate based on the employee’s salary so it does not suﬀer a loss. The rates listed here are subject to change based on inflationary increases.

External Exam	$900
This includes: 1) an external examination of the body by a forensic pathologist; 2) body photography; 3) basic radiography; 3) collection and submission of toxicology samples and evaluation of results; 4) review of pertinent records; 5) discussing ﬁndings with Skagit Coroner (and/or designee); 6) opinion on cause of death; and 7) a written external exam report.

Autopsy - Routine	$1,900
This includes: 1) all external exam features; 2) a complete internal examination; 3) a forensic pathologist conducting appropriate ancillary studies; and 4) a written autopsy report.

Autopsy – Complex	$2,500
This includes: 1) all features of a routine autopsy; 2) additional procedures that may include: a) evidence collection; b) extensive radiography; c) extensive wound documentation; d) subspecialty consultation; e) evaluation of medically complex cases, etc. Cases in this category include, but are not limited to, homicides, suspected homicides, and child deaths.
Body Storage                                                                                                             $50/Day
Medical Examiner expects that bodies will be removed as soon as is practicable after their examination. Medical Examiner will charge storage fees at the above rate beginning on the fourth business day after the examination concludes.  Skagit Coroner may obtain bodies from Medical Examiner between 8 AM and 4:30 PM Monday- Friday, excluding holidays.
Testimony and Related Expenses                                                                            Variable
If Medical Examiner employees spend time away from their office because they are providing testimony in a county other than King at Skagit Coroner’s request, Skagit Coroner will pay that employee’s hourly rate while they are actively working on the case, and any travel expenses.  Travel expenses include travel time, hotel, airfare, mileage, meals, parking, etc. Travel time is portal-to-portal and will be capped at 8 hours per day or actual time spent in transit.

