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April 30, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ferguson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E, 
Dear Councilmember Ferguson:
I am pleased to transmit proposed legislation approving five leases that have been negotiated and executed by the Real Estate Services Section of the Facilities Management Division, moving King County programs and services from locations currently within the floodplain of the Green River Valley, as authorized by the Green River supplemental budget ordinance, adopted October 19, 2009.
The leases are authorized in a single omnibus ordinance covering the following leases and programs:

· Park Place (Superior Court)

· Renton Technical College (District Court)

· Des Moines Logistics Center (Department of Public Health)
· Cedars Building (Superior Court)

· Seattle Logistics Center (Office of Information and Resource Management)     
The Park Place and Renton Technical College leases provide for relocation of essential county services that may be temporarily displaced by threatened or actual flooding in the Green River Valley.  In the case of the Park Place lease, space is provided for a “triggered” move in the event flooding is forecast and/or occurs.  The Renton Technical College is now occupied by District Court, relocated from the Aukeen Courthouse.
The remaining three leases provide permanent relocation of the applicable programs and services from privately owned leased space to leased space out of the flood plain.
In addition to the enclosed lease agreements, a lease has been negotiated by the Real Estate Services Section for approximately 7,000 square feet of space in the Meridian Valley Professional Plaza to house the remainder of the Health Department’s Alder Clinic.  The lease term is for two years, does not involve funding from the existing supplemental ordinance.  As a result, that lease is not included in the attached ordinance.  
Finally, no lease for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Headquarters is included within this legislative package, but may be submitted at a later time.  Several potential locations have been investigated for EMS but relocation has been deferred subject to review of the program plan, based on whether or not to consolidate EMS units #1 and #7 into a single facility.  In the meantime, EMS has an emergency evacuation plan in place in the event of flooding. 
The anticipated costs of the Park Place and Renton Technical College leases, as well as rent and building operating costs for elections at the Airport Operations Center, are accounted for in a contingency letter that is being transmitted to the council this month.  I am also transmitting an ordinance that makes certain technical adjustments, extends the expiration date of the Green River Flood Supplemental Ordinance 16680 to September 30, 2010, and extends the deadline from June 30 to August 31 for the response for Proviso P-13 of Ordinance 16680 relating to the Green River Flood risk.
It should be noted that the Park Place and Renton Technical College leases could, potentially, meet other policy objectives as well as flood preparedness.  Park Place could be used for Youth Services Center (YSC) court relocation space when the YSC replacement project moves forward.  The Renton lease could be used by District Court, either during the City of Kent’s expansion project at the Aukeen courthouse, or if viable, during a potential build-out of space at the Maleng Regional Justice Center for District Court.  More on these two possible uses of the Park Place and Renton sites will follow in future legislative transmittals regarding the YSC and Aukeen projects.

A summary of the lease terms and copies of the five flood preparedness leases are attached.  
Please contact Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division, at 206-296-0630, if you should have any questions about the leases or the lease costs identified above.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

The Honorable Bruce Hilyer, Presiding Judge, King County Superior Court 

            The Honorable Barbara Linde, Chief Presiding Judge, King County District Court


The Honorable Dan Satterberg, King County Prosecutor


The Honorable Sue Rahr, King County Sheriff


Dr. David Fleming, Director, Department of Public Health 

Roger Kirouac, Acting Director, Office of Information and Resource 
   Management
Paul Sherfey, Chief Administrative Officer, King County Superior Court

Trish Crozier, Chief Administrative Officer, King County District Court 


Barbara Miner, Director, Department of Judicial Administration

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
Sid Bender, Capital Budget Supervisor, OMB
Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive 


   Services (DES) 
Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division, DES

Steve Salyer, Manager, Real Estate Services Section, FMD, DES


Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services
