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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

REVISED STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  4
DATE:  May 9, 2005
PROPOSED NO:  2005-0206
PREPARED BY:  Mike Alvine
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE adopting the revision of the voting precincts of King County for the year 2005.
SUMMARY:  The proposed ordinance would approve the 2005 alterations to voting precincts for King County.  State and county law require annual precinct adjustments be presented to the Council for adoption prior to the statutory deadline of June 24, 2005.  

BACKGROUND:  The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 29A.16.040-050 and King County Code (KCC 1.12.010) require the adjustment or alteration of precincts as an ongoing responsibility.  This year there is an additional reason, the reduction in representation on the King County Council.  The reasons for this ordinance this year are:
· Redistricting due to the charter amendment reducing the King County Council from 13 to 9 members.

· To level precincts to maintain voter population within the limits prescribed by state law and King County Code.

· To accommodate the convenience of the voters as proposed by petition, voter comments or election official recommendations.

The majority of adjustments this year are due to the Council reduction.  A summary table is provided below.  
Precinct Alteration Project:

	Precincts altered
	226

	Precincts added
	28

	Precincts abolished
	71

	Net gain/loss of precincts
	-43


Changes by New Council District:

	Council District
	Altered
	Added

	1
	10
	1

	2
	32
	2

	3
	45
	14

	4
	13
	1

	5
	31
	3

	6
	19
	1

	7
	20
	0

	8
	14
	2

	9
	42
	4

	Total
	226
	28


Due to the change in council district boundaries, it was not possible to show the precincts eliminated by new council district.  Attachment 3 provides a list of the precincts eliminated by current council district.

District Court Electoral Boundaries – As provided by K.C.C. 1.12.010.F, the precinct alterations affect the boundary descriptions of the District Court electoral districts; therefore, an amending ordinance is required.  An ordinance to accomplish this will be forwarded next week.
Notifying Voters of Precinct Changes –The ordinance and attachment become an amendment to the official list of County voting precincts.  Elections must notify voters of their new precinct status, and any possible change in polling location as soon as possible prior to the candidate filing period, which begins on July 25, 2005.
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