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SUBJECT  
 
An ordinance authorizing the executive to enter into an intergovernmental agreement 
with the City of Maple Valley (“City”) related to the Maple Ridge Highlands annexation 
area. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Proposed Ordinance 2013-0167 would authorize King County to enter into an 
intergovernmental agreement that would transfer from King County to the City: 
 

1) Ownership of properties (containing surface water drainage facilities) located in 
the Maple Ridge Highland development; and 
 

2) Reserve funds (totaling $87,776) for future inspection, maintenance and repair of 
the aforementioned facilities1. 
 

SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN  

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0167 was not identified as a specific action in the Strategic 
Climate Action Plan ("SCAP"), nor has it been analyzed in this report for compliance 
with SCAP because the legislation addresses only transfer of ownership and 
maintenance responsibilities.  However, it is noted that the close proximity of the 
surface water drainage facilities to the City allows for fewer travel miles and a reduction 
in carbon emissions. 
 

                                                 
1 These reserve funds are from an agreement entered into between the County and project developer 
(Polygon Northwest) to address the fact that at around the time the development was completed it was 
discovered that a subcontractor had not installed required pre-molded joint material between the curbs 
and sidewalks. Under the agreement, Polygon deposited $87,776 with the King County Department of 
Transportation to act as a reserve to cover the cost of future additional inspections and repairs that may 
be necessitated by the subcontractor error. Polygon was granted a variance from the King County Road 
Standards requiring the joint material to be installed. If and when future inspections and/or repairs are 
required, Maple Valley will conduct them, using the reserve funds to cover the costs. 
 



BACKGROUND 
 
In 1997, King County and the City entered into a contract (KC Motion 10281 and City 
Motion) for the provision of storm water services and transfer of drainage facilities within 
annexation areas. 
 
On July 26, 2009, the City annexed the Maple Ridge Highlands area, but the annexation 
did not include all of the drainage facilities/properties serving the developments within 
the annexation area.  
 
Because the Maple Ridge Highland drainage facilities, including those located outside 
of the City, serve as an integral part of the infrastructure serving the Maple Ridge 
Highland developments (now located in the City), the City and King County agree that it 
would be consistent with the 1997 agreement for the City to assume ownership and 
maintenance responsibility for all of the drainage facilities/properties serving these 
developments,  
 
ANALYSIS 
 

• This action will be consistent with and implements the intent of the 1997 
agreement between King County and the City. 

 
• This action also meets the King County Strategic Plan goal of creating 

partnerships with the cities to ensure that services to citizens are provided 
efficiently and effectively. 

 
• In this Agreement, the City assumes ownership of the drainage facilities and 

property "as is" and also agrees to be responsible for the maintenance and 
operation of the facilities and properties.  The City also agrees to indemnify and 
hold the County harmless for any claims arising after the effective date of the 
Agreement. In short, with the property transfers contemplated by this Agreement, 
the County is relieved of further responsibility regarding the facilities or 
properties.  

 
AMENDMENTS  
 
None.  
 
REASONABLENESS 
 
The proposed legislation is a reasonable business decision. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0167, with attachment 
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1200 King County Courthouse 
516 Third Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98104 

   
 Ordinance   
   

 
Proposed No. 2013-0167.1 Sponsors Dunn and Phillips 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the executive to execute an 1 

intergovernmental agreement with the city of Maple Valley 2 

related to the Maple Ridge Highlands annexation area. 3 

STATEMENT OF FACTS: 4 

1.  Over an approximately ten-year period beginning in the late 1990s, 5 

Polygon Northwest Company ("Polygon") proposed and implemented four 6 

divisions of the Maple Ridge Highlands residential developments, which 7 

vested in King County.  The developments included a number of drainage 8 

facilities that must be transferred via interlocal agreement from King 9 

County to the city of Maple Valley, whose residents the facilities now 10 

serve. 11 

2.  The development was implemented under King County's 4 to 1 12 

program, which allowed for development in rural-designated areas under 13 

the condition that for every one developed acre the property owner would 14 

dedicate four nearby acres to public open space use.  The designation of 15 

the developed area would then change from rural to urban and be eligible 16 

for annexation by a city. 17 

3.  In 1997, the city of Maple Valley ("the city"), adjacent to Maple Ridge 18 

Highlands, incorporated and King County and the city executed an 19 
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Ordinance  

 
 

 

interlocal agreement to transfer the county-owned drainage properties and 20 

facilities within the city limits to the city. 21 

4.  In 2001, construction on the Maple Ridge Highlands developments 22 

began.  In accordance with applicable county regulations and standards, as 23 

part of the developments a total of ten tracts were deeded to the county for 24 

drainage purposes and eight drainage facilities were constructed.  Due to a 25 

provision of King County Code governing the implementation of 26 

developments under the 4 to1program, five of the drainage tracts and 27 

drainage facilities were situated in the dedicated open space portion of the 28 

development, outside the urban growth area.  29 

5.  In November 2008, King County and Polygon entered into an 30 

agreement ("the 2008 agreement") to address the fact that a subcontractor 31 

had not installed required premolded joint material between the curbs and 32 

sidewalks in the Maple Ridge Highlands development.  Under the 33 

agreement, Polygon deposited $87,776 with the King County department 34 

of transportation to act as a reserve to cover the cost of future additional 35 

inspections and repairs that may be necessitated by the subcontractor 36 

error.  King County and the city have agreed that the city of Maple Valley 37 

should succeed King County as a party to the 2008 agreement and that the 38 

funds provided through the agreement should be transferred to the city.  If 39 

and when future inspections and/or repairs are required, MapleValley will 40 

conduct them, using the reserve funds to pay the costs. 41 

6.  On July 26, 2009, the city annexed the Maple Ridge Highlands area. 42 
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7.  As of mid-2012, the Maple Ridge Highlands developments, including 43 

the drainage facilities, have been completed, and the city and King County 44 

agree that the city should assume ownership and maintenance 45 

responsibility for all of the drainage facilities/properties serving the 46 

developments, including those outside the city limits, as it is efficient and 47 

equitable that the city operate and maintain the drainage infrastructure for 48 

its citizens. 49 

8. King County and Maple Valley have prepared, and Maple Valley has 50 

approved, an intergovernmental agreement transferring ownership of and 51 

responsibility for the Maple Ridge Highlands drainage facilities and 52 

properties to Maple Valley and transferring responsibilities under the 2008 53 

agreement from King County to the city of Maple Valley. 54 

9. In accordance with RCW 35A.14.005, the five drainage tracts and 55 

draianage facilities located outside the urban growth area that are to be 56 

owned by the city cannot be annexed to the city. 57 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KINGCOUNTY: 58 

 SECTION 1.  The King County executive is hereby authorized to execute an 59 

intergovernmental agreement, substantially in the form of Attachment A to this 60 
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ordinance, with the city of Maple Valley relating to the Maple Ridge Highlands 61 

annexation area. 62 

 63 

 

 
 
  

 

 
KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

  

 ________________________________________ 

 Larry Gossett, Chair 
ATTEST:  

________________________________________  

Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council  
  

APPROVED this _____ day of _______________, ______. 
  

 ________________________________________ 

 Dow Constantine, County Executive 

  

Attachments: A. Intergovernmental Property Transfer Agreement 
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