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October 30, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits the Department of Executive Services (DES), Records and Licensing Services Division (RALS), Regional Animal Services Section’s (RAS) Violation Status Report for Third Quarter 2012 detailing the civil penalties from Animal Services Notice and Order violations issued and collected in 2012, and a motion acknowledging receipt of the report and releasing the remaining $75,000 expenditure restriction.
The attached quarterly report is transmitted in response to Ordinance 17232, Section 83 Records and Licensing Services/Regional Animal Services, Proviso 1, which requires the following:
The reports shall be quarterly; detailing the revenues derived from pet license notice and orders violations issued in 2012.  Each report shall include, but not be limited to: 
1) The type of pet license violation issued, such as altered and unaltered pet; 

2) The amount of the civil penalty; 

3) The date the violation was issued; 

4) Whether the civil penalty was paid; 

5) Any late fee received; and 
6) Whether the fees and civil penalties have been sent to collections.
Notice and Order violations are typically issued by Animal Control Officers in the field.  Violations can be appealed to the King County Board of Appeals (BOA) if they are submitted within 14 days of issuance.  Appeals of Notice and Order violations result in an administrative process that defers payment until a BOA decision is issued, a process that may take 8 to 10 weeks following the date of the Notice and Order violation.  Outstanding payments are due within 30 days of a BOA decision unless appealed in King County Superior Court.
There were 636 Notice and Order violations issued through September 30, 2012, including a total of 1,670 offenses and $259,015 in fines.  Of the fines issued $63,347 was paid through timely customer remittance and $15,543 was paid following RAS pre-collection and collection efforts, for a total of $78,890 in 2012 fines paid through September 30, 2012.  For outstanding 2012 violations, pre-collection letters have been issued for 294 unpaid violations representing $118,790 in fines, $14,080 has been collected.  There have been 184 violations representing $86,488 in fines sent to collections, $1,463 has been collected.
This report supports the King County Strategic Plan goal of long term sustainability of County services by ensuring Regional Animal Services is funded without significant reliance on the general fund.  It is estimated that this quarterly report required five (5) staff hours to produce, costing $260.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dan Pike, Interim Director, Records and Licensing Services Division, Department of Executive Services at 206-296-1559.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S.Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County 

    Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive 
    Services (DES)

Dan Pike, Interim Director, Records and Licensing Services Division, DES

