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Local Services Committee
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	8
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	Date:
	March 23, 2021



SUBJECT

A motion proposing an honorary road name designation in recognition of Mukai Farm & Garden.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2021-0096 would initiate the process by which the Council would honorarily designate the section of 107th Avenue SW from SW Bank Rd south to terminus of the road as  "Mukai Way" to honor the contributions of the Mukai family and the broader Japanese American immigrant community to 20th-century agriculture, business and community life on Vashon Island.

BACKGROUND 

Honorary Street Designations.  Under King County Code 16.08.010, the Council is authorized to redesignate county street names and make honorary designations of a street or portion of a street by the adoption of an ordinance. An honorary designation is a secondary name for a street or a portion of a street that does not replace the legal name of the street.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  KCC 16.08.010 C.1.] 


The code provides two paths for honorary street designations: individuals and/or organizations may apply to the Council for a designation provided the individual and/or organization agrees to pay actual costs of manufacturing, designing and installation of signage or any replacement signs due to damage, theft or vandalism to the Road Services Division (Roads)[footnoteRef:2] or the Council itself can initiate the honorary street designation, wherein the costs are borne by Roads.  [2:  KCC 16.08.010 C.2.] 


For a Council initiated honorary street designation, the Council must first adopt a motion must directing Roads to prepare a list by a date certain of the names and addresses of all property owners on the street, or portion thereof, to be given the honorary designation.  The Council must then mail notice of the proposed designation to all property owners on the street, or portion thereof, to be given the designation at least twenty days before Council action on an ordinance that would make the honorary designation.  The notice must advise the affected property owners that the costs of manufacturing, designing and installation of signage or any replacement signs due to damage, theft or vandalism will be borne by the Roads Services Division.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  KCC 16.08.010 C.5. ] 


Mukai Farm and Garden.[footnoteRef:4]  In 1910 B.D. (Denichiro) Mukai and his wife Sato, moved to Vashon Island and began strawberry farming. From 1910 to 1926, the Mukai family leased land on Vashon to farm berries and established the Mukai Cold Process Fruit Barreling Plant. In 1926, the family purchased sixty acres of land at the center of Vashon under their sixteen-year-old son's name Masa Mukai. As a result of the Alien Land Law adopted by the Washington State Legislature in 1921,[footnoteRef:5] Japanese immigrants were barred from owning property, but Masa, as an American-born citizen, was legally able to own the land.  [4:  All historical information regarding Mukai Farm and Garden not otherwise cited is sourced from Mukai Farm & Garden https://mukaifarmandgarden.org/ ]  [5:  Grant, Nicole. "White Supremacy and the Alien Land Laws of Washington State." University of Washington (2008) http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/alien_land_laws.htm.  ] 


With the purchase of the farmland and the success of the cold process fruit barreling, the Mukai family built a large fruit barreling plant in 1927 to support their growing business. In 1928, the Mukai's built a new home, which Kuni Mukai (B.D.'s second wife after Sato died in 1921) surrounded with a formal Japanese stroll garden. 

Throughout the Great Depression, the farm continued to prosper; employing over 400 workers annually to pack and ship 200 tons of strawberries. The farm featured a bunkhouse that housed 250 of the workers.

In 1934, when B.D. retired and returned to Japan, Masa Mukai took over the family business. In 1939, with anti-Japanese sentiment increasing throughout the U.S. and Washington, Masa changed the name of the business to Vashon Island Packing Company. 

After President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed  Executive Order 9066 in 1942, which ordered the internment of Japanese immigrants and their descendants, regardless of American citizenship status or length of residence, the Mukai family fled Vashon Island to Dead Ox Flats Oregon. While exiled in Dead Ox Flats, Masa introduced row crops into what was then primarily cattle country. He raised seed for lettuce and other vegetables on 100 acres he purchased.  He invented his own harvester to catch flyaway seeds, making a successful living throughout the war.

During the war, Maurice Dunsford leased the entire Vashon farm and packing plant from the Mukai family. He operated the plant successfully throughout this period. Phillipe Baccaro, a labor contractor from Canada, sub-leased the house from Dunsford and farmed the land. Together the two of them kept the Mukai enterprises fully operational and profitable throughout the war. 

After World War 2 ended, the Mukai family returned to Vashon and Masa opened two more processing plants, one in Ferndale, Washington and the other in Forest Grove, Oregon. In 1969, Masa sold the packing business. 
Throughout the 1970s-1990s, the Mukai farm had several owners. In 1993, the house, garden and barreling plant along with five acres remaining of the original sixty, were designated a King County Landmark and in 1994, the site was included on the National Register of Historic Places.  

In 2000, Island Landmarks, a non-profit organization, purchased the Mukai House and Garden for historic preservation purposes, with the support of $500,000 of public funds from King County, the National Park Service, and the State of Washington. According to DNRP, King County’s contribution was approximately $100,000. 

In 2016, board members of Island Landmarks, now doing business as “Friends of Mukai,” was granted legal control to own and operate the Mukai House and Garden. Since then Friends of Mukai has been restoring and preserving the House and Garden and has also opened it to the public. 

In 2017, King County purchased the adjacent fruit barreling plant, designating the Friends of Mukai as a long-term lessee.[footnoteRef:6] Friends of Mukai report that steps are underway to restore this facility so that all components – the house, Japanese garden, and fruit barreling plant – can be managed for the benefit of the public. [6:  Ordinance 18525] 



ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2021-0096 signifies the Council's intent to give the section of 107th Avenue SW from SW Bank Rd south to terminus of the road the honorary road name designation "Mukai Way" to honor the contributions of the Mukai family and the broader Japanese American immigrant community to 20th-century agriculture, business and community life on Vashon Island.

The proposed motion would direct the Road Services Division to prepare and transmit to the clerk of the council no later than March 23, 2021 a list of names and addresses of all affected property owners on 107th Avenue SW from SW Bank Rd south to terminus of the road. The proposed motion would also direct the clerk of the council to send each affected property owner, within ten days of the receipt of the list of property owners, a copy of this motion and a notice that the council may introduce an ordinance to make the honorary street designation of "Mukai Way." 

The notice will advise the affected property owners that they may submit comments on the proposed honorary name designation to the clerk of the council no later than April 30, 2021. The Proposed Motion further requires the clerk of the council to provide those comments to all councilmembers by May 30, 2021. 

Once the steps listed above are completed, the council could then consider introduction and passage of an ordinance that would designate the honorary street name. 

AMENDMENT 

Amendment 1 would provide extensions to the notification dates included in the body of the proposed motion. The extensions include:
· Extending the date by which the Road Services Division must provide the clerk of the council with a list of affected property owners from March 23rd to April 20, 2021;
· Extending the date the affected property owners have to provide comment to the council on the proposed honorary designation from April 30th to May 30, 2021; and 
· Extending the date by which the clerk of the council is required to provide all councilmembers with affected property owner comments from May 30th to June 11, 2021.  

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2021-0096
2. Amendment 1
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