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January 13, 2006 

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U SE

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed is a proposed ordinance authorizing the condemnation of property required for the replacement of the Mount Si Bridge.  The property lies within King County Council District 3.  This Department of Transportation Road Services project has been included in the Capital Budget and Programs since 1993 and under active design since 2000.

The Mount Si Bridge is a 172-foot long steel truss bridge carrying two lanes of traffic on Southeast Mount Si Road over the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River.  It is located in North Bend about 0.4 miles north of Southeast North Bend Way.  The bridge is the second oldest in King County, after the 1899 Baring Bridge across the Skykomish River at Baring, and is the last remaining Pratt (Parker sub-type) pin connected truss bridge in King County.  The bridge, constructed in 1904, is a designated King County Landmark and was relocated in 1955 from its original location across the White River near Buckley, Washington.  The 99-year old bridge has severely deteriorated and is listed as a high priority for replacement in the 2001 King County Annual Bridge Report.  An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish the bridge will be submitted to the Landmarks Commission in January, 2006.
The existing bridge has low overhead clearance, load-carrying limitations, and does not meet today's earthquake standards.  It is only 19 feet wide, with two 9.5-foot travel lanes and no shoulders or sidewalks.  The south approach has poor vertical sight distance and the north approach has poor horizontal sight distance and a tight curve, making it difficult to maneuver.

Maintaining the bridge is increasingly expensive because its steel beams are rusting, its timber supports are deteriorating, the metal deck is corroding, and the pavement on the bridge is full of cracks and patches.  King County Road Services considered rehabilitating the existing bridge, but determined that replacing the bridge would be more cost effective.

The replacement bridge will be designed to meet current roadway and bridge standards.  It will be 40 feet wide, with two 11-foot travel lanes, two six-foot shoulders, and one six-foot sidewalk on the upstream side, providing access for both vehicles and non-motorized users.  The north approach curve will be corrected to improve sight distance.  The project will require clearance of approximately 4.7 acres of forested and grassland habitat which will be restored upon completion of the project.  Approximately 185 trees will be replaced at a 5:1 ratio.  Floodplain fill impacts will be compensated by excavation in the project area.

A Community Advisory Group was formed in 2001for the Mount Si Bridge project to advise county staff about the community impacts of the project and about the county's community outreach program.  Members are active in the community and represent a broad range of interest groups from the community, including historical, environmental, recreational, business, school and safety interests. 

Open houses were held in April and July of 2001 to receive input from the general public.  Two newsletters, both providing updates on the project and inviting comments from the community, were mailed to all residents of North Bend and Snoqualmie in 2001.  A third newsletter, asking for public comments on the preferred truss design, was mailed to all residents of North Bend and Snoqualmie in the fall of 2004.  In December 2004, a third open house was held for the general public.

Six alignment alternatives for the Mount Si Bridge replacement project were proposed in April 2001.  After county review and two public open houses to obtain public comments, the county selected alignment alternatives 4 and 4A for further study.  The proposed roadway and bridge cross-section for both alignment alternatives 4 and 4A included two 12-foot foot travel lanes and two 8-foot paved shoulders.  Since the bridge is the sole access for many residents, maintaining traffic during construction is critical.  Traffic on the existing bridge could be maintained, with only minor disruptions, during construction of either alternative 4 (curved bridge) or 4A (straight bridge). 

Alignment alternative 4A was chosen because it impacts fewer properties, most improves safety, and has the lowest cost.  The selected alignment puts the new bridge downstream from the existing bridge but close enough to retain the historical location and roadway.

Approximately 2.82 acres of land is required for the new Mount Si Bridge right-of-way alignment, and for stormwater retention facilities and planting mitigation.  The Real Estate Services Section, Facilities Management Division, has been in contact with property owner Ewing Stringfellow since early 1999 to secure property rights necessary for the project.  In 2001, Mr. Stringfellow agreed to provide right of entry to conduct soil-boring tests in the new bridge pier vicinity and to make field surveys for the new road alignment south of the existing bridge.  Subsequent requests for additional field-testing and appraisals have been denied and the county's offer of just compensation has been rejected by the owner.  Mr. Stringfellow has offered to exchange land for a sufficient replacement amount of county-owned land located just east of Mount Si Road.  However the land identified is the King County owned Tanner Landing Park, which is slated for development into an active recreation park, including kayak and rafting accommodations.  The park property is unavailable for exchange, sale or lease.  Mr. Stringfellow was informed that an exchange could not be made and negotiations for property acquisition have reached an impasse.

Approval of this ordinance will provide legal means to secure the property necessary to replace the unsafe and deteriorated Mount Si Bridge.  The design alternative 4A has been approved by the community and insures continued access to Mount Si Road residents during construction.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. As previously stated, replacing the Mount Si Bridge is essential for community safety.

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Brown, Division Director, Facilities Management Division, Department of Executive Services, at 206-296-0631, or Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division, Department of Transportation at 206-296-6590.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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