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Metropolitan King County Council


STAFF REPORT

	Proposed No.:
	2022-0173
	Name:
	Jenny Giambattista 



SUBJECT

A motion appointing a qualified City of Sammamish resident to a vacant position on the Sammamish City Council.

SUMMARY

Position 6 on the Sammamish City Council is currently vacant. RCW 42.12.070 provides that if the local governing body does not fill the vacancy within 90 days, its authority to fill the vacancy ceases, and the county legislative authority shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy. The Sammamish City Council did not fill the position within 90 days and thus the King County Council is acting to fill the vacancy. Per RCW 42.12.070(4) the King County Council needs to make the appointment within 180 days (July 16, 2022) of the vacancy’s occurrence. 

Update: On May 6, 2022 a subcommittee of the King County Council selected three candidates to be interviewed by the King County Council on May 10, 2022.

BACKGROUND 

City of Sammamish Councilmember Ken Gamblin resigned from Council position 6 effective January 17, 2022. RCW 42.12.070 provides that if the local governing body does not fill the vacancy within 90 days, its authority to fill the vacancy ceases, and the county shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy.  The Sammamish City Council advertised for the open position and interviewed candidates, but a winner did not emerge from the selection process. 

The King County Council process to fill the vacancy begins by picking up where the City Council left off. The King County Council established a subcommittee to interview the seven applicants still interested in the position that were active candidates at the end of the City of Sammamish process. The Council subcommittee was comprised of Councilmembers Perry, Balducci, and Dunn.

The following seven candidates were interviewed by the subcommittee:

· Josh Amato
· Yindi Boettcher
· Melanie Kelsey
· Roisin O’Farrell
· Samuel Rodabough
· Pamela Stuart
· Ram Dutt (Ramakrishna Vedullapalli)

The subcommittee recommended the following three candidates for interviews with the King County Council on May 10, 2022: 

· Josh Amato
· Ram Dutt (Ramakrishna Vedullapalli)
· Pamela Stuart

Per RCW 42.12.070(4) the King County Council needs to make the appointment within 180 days (July 16, 2022) of the vacancy’s occurrence. If the King County Council fails to appoint someone within 180 days of the vacancy’s occurrence, the County Council or the Sammamish City Council may petition the governor to appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy. 


AMENDMENT

Once the Council interviews are complete, there can be an oral amendment to insert the name of the final candidate on line 16 of Motion 2022-0173. 
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