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On April 27, 2010, the Environment and Transportation Committee passed out of committee substitute Motion 2010-0266 with a do pass recommendation with 3 “ayes” and 1 excused. The adopted amendment changes the due date of the implementation plan to November 22, 2010.
SUBJECT

A motion requesting the Executive to develop an implementation plan for creating and managing community gardens on King County owned property.  
SUMMARY

The motion requests the Executive to develop an implementation plan by August 11, 2010 for creating and managing community gardens on King County owned property.  The intent is for the public to be able to grow fruits and vegetables for the purpose of improving public health, building community and addressing hunger.

2010 COUNCIL PRIORITIES

Proposed Motion 2010-0266 furthers the Council’s “Safe, Healthy, and Vibrant Communities” priority by supporting further planning for the development of community gardens that will improve public health, build community, and address hunger. 
BACKGROUND

What is a community garden? 
The American Community Garden Association defines “community garden” as any land that is gardened by a group of people.  Community gardens allow citizens to grow their own food for themselves or for the community.  The gardeners generally do not own the land, but are very active in the maintenance and management of the garden.  There are many different models of community gardens.  Some gardens are grown collectively, with everyone working together; others are spilt into clearly divided plots. 
Benefits of Community Gardens 
Some of the benefits of community gardening include:

· Educating children about healthful, locally grown fruit and vegetables at a time when obesity and diabetes have become a national concern. 
· Serving the nutritional needs of the community by producing produce for gardeners, food banks, and others in need.
· Improving neighborhoods. 

· Providing recreational gardening opportunities.
Existing community gardens on county property

King County Parks and Recreation Division hosts three successful community gardens in the County’s park system.  Each garden is operated differently.  The garden at White Center Heights is operated in partnership with the White Center Food Bank and the White Center Community Partnership.  At Marymoor Park, the community garden is operated in partnership with the Marymoor Community Gardeners Association.  The garden at North Green River Park is operated by the Parks and Recreation Division. 
Demand for community gardens 
Community gardening has become very popular in recent years. The P-Patch program in the City of Seattle now has a waiting list of 2000 people. The community garden at Marymoor has a waiting list.
Initial inventory completed
The 2008 Comprehensive Plan (Ordinance 16263) required the Executive to develop an inventory of County-owned or managed facilities and properties that could be feasible for use by community gardens.  The Executive completed the initial inventory with the assistance of a team of students from the University of Washington’s Urban Planning department.  The study examined County-owned properties in the urban area of King County.  The data revealed that the County owns more than 2,000 parcels within the urban area.  The student team from the University of Washington identified 84 parcels with potential for community gardening in urban King County.  Of the 84 County-owned parcels with potential for community gardening, 33 parcels are within cities and 51 parcels are within unincorporated urban areas. 
This was an initial inventory and did not evaluate individual properties for water accessibility, feasibility, community interest, accessibility, legal concerns, etc. 
ANALYSIS

The motion requests the Executive to develop an implementation plan for creating and managing community gardens on County-owned property. The motion specifies the community gardens are to serve individuals and community organizations seeking to produce locally grown produce for their own consumption or for charitable contributions. 
The motion establishes several requirements for the implementation plan: 

· It is to be developed in consultation with an advisory council made up of representatives from Public Health-Seattle & King County, Washington State University, King County Agricultural Commission, food banks, gardening organizations, schools, homeless shelters, and advocates for ensuring that all residents of King County have access to nutritious fresh food.

· It is to include a financial plan.

· It is to include a proposed process for selecting garden sites.  The motion specifies the selection process shall give priority to community garden sites in (a) areas with high levels of poverty, (b) a demonstrated community organization interested in sponsoring the community garden, (c) the readiness of the garden site, and (d) identified financial or in-kind resources to create any needed garden infrastructure.
The implementation plan is due by August 11, 2010.
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