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April 8, 2009
The Honorable Dow Constantine
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 
Dear Councilmember Constantine:

I am pleased to transmit the enclosed ordinance to the King County Council to protect revenues for our parks system and promote fairness among parks users by providing the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks with enhanced enforcement authority for parking fees.
One of the major revenue successes for the King County Parks and Recreation Division has been the implementation of a $1 daily parking fee at Marymoor Park.  Overall, the parking fee has been well accepted and now generates significant annual revenue to enhance parks maintenance and operations.  However, compliance has fallen off over time.  This causes significant lost revenue for the division and creates a sense of unfairness among parks users who dutifully pay the parking fee.
The enclosed ordinance responds to requests from our user groups who have repeatedly asked the county to enforce the payment of parking fees for all users with penalties and other meaningful sanctions.  Major user groups are among our most loyal parks supporters, and copies of their letters supporting the enclosed ordinance are attached to this transmittal.
A one-dollar daily parking fee first went into effect at Marymoor Park on February 1, 2003.  Users also have the option of purchasing a variety of parking passes – all of which provide a significant discount off the $1 daily rate.  Despite these options and discounts, some patrons simply do not pay the parking fee.
Because the division has limited authority to enforce parking charges, in March 2004, the division began issuing “courtesy notices” to violators to remind them of the parking fee authorized by Ordinance 14509.  The "courtesy notices" are in addition to signs and pay stations that notify users of the parking fee requirements.  The notices to violators and other efforts have had a modest impact on compliance, but many people still do not pay the daily parking fee and some have accrued a dozen or more of the notices.

The division recognizes that compliance with parking fee requirements is critical to meeting its non-tax revenue goals.  The ability of the division to more effectively enforce parking fee requirements will increase revenue for the parks and recreation division as well as creating a sense of equity among parks users.
Consistent with standard enforcement provisions in other sections of the King County Code, the proposed ordinance will increase parking fee receipts by allowing the division to:

· Post signs in parking lots where fees apply to notify users of applicable penalties for non-compliance;
· Place a “notice and order” on vehicles that do not display valid proof of payment for parking, imposing a civil penalty of up to $100;
· Implement a uniform system to automatically reduce civil penalties that are paid within a specified period; and
· Tow the vehicles of flagrant offenders, consistent with existing provisions in the King County Code.
The ordinance also provides for appeals to both the Division Director and the King County Hearing Examiner to provide additional assurances that the authority is implemented fairly and uniformly.
Another section of the ordinance addresses the division's fee-setting authority for parking fees themselves.  Current limits on division fee-setting authority under Ordinance 14509 would require the division to collect coins from users (or mandate the use of credit cards for less than whole-dollar amounts) in the event of a parking fee increase.  The current $1 daily fee has been in effect for approximately six years, and the division believes that an increase may be appropriate by next year.  Charging less than whole dollar amounts for parking would likely reduce compliance and increase frustration among parks users at having to deal with coins.  Therefore, the enclosed ordinance also allows the division to round parking charges to the next highest dollar to resolve these issues.  If you have questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8631.
In the interest of protecting revenue to enhance our cherished parks system and ensuring fairness for all parks users, I urge the council to adopt the enclosed ordinance.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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King County Councilmembers


ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Interim Chief of Staff
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  Frank Abe, Communications Director


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Theresa Jennings, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks, (DNRP)


Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP
