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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES AND UTILITIES

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	2
	DATE:
	February 5, 2004

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2004-B0007
	PREPARED BY:
	Mike Reed


SUBJECT:  
Briefing on Natural Resources and Utilities Committee subject area.

BACKGROUND:  The Council recently approved an Organizational Motion for council operations for 2004; that motion defines committee responsibilities and business area for the operations of council committees for the year.  For the Natural Resources and Utilities Committee, the motion reads as follows:  

F. Natural resources and utilities committee shall consider and make recommendations on policies relating to:  natural resources; cultural resources; recreation programs; issues relating to the Endangered Species Act; parks; open space; agricultural lands; resource lands; utility services including wastewater treatment, solid waste management, flood control and surface water and stormwater management; utility annexations; utility comprehensive plans and franchises; and water quality and water quantity issues.

In communication with the Executive, staff has identified many of the major issues and initiatives which are anticipated for transmittal to the Council within the business area of the Committee.  The table below highlights key anticipated issues, designated by topical area.  

Specific details of these proposals are not yet available; the summary below is an effort to anticipate, in broad terms, the major directions and policy proposals which the committee may expect.  This information will be used to develop a workplan for the committee, which will be presented for approval. 

	Topical Area
	Key Developments for Council Consideration

	Water and Land Resources 
	Strategic Direction:

· Cedar River Habitat Conservation Plan acquisitions

· Authorize an ILA for acquisition of habitat lands along Cedar River

· Des Moines Creek Basin Plan inter-jurisdictional agreement

· Authorize agreement to design/construct surface water facilities pursuant to basin plan

· Tolt River Habitat Restoration Project

· Authorize interlocal agreement with Seattle for joint construction/maintenance of habitat restoration project on lower Tolt River

· Miller/Walker and Salmon Creek Basin Plan ILA

· South county cities will propose an interlocal agreement to address capital, regulatory and stewardship improvements recommended by basin plans

· Proviso Responses:

· Maury Island Near shore study:  Economic/Ecological parameters

· Rural Drainage Program Vashon-Maury Islands expenditures

· Groundwater Protection:  Strategies on long-term needs and funding

	Solid Waste
	Strategic Direction:

· Monitor Progress on Implementation of Omnibus Legislation:  Selected Quarterly Report Briefings

· Waste Export and Implementation Plan:  Timing

· Solid Waste Rate Study review

· Strategy for serving Eastside residents, including potential for new transfer station.

	Wastewater Treatment
	Strategic Direction:

· Productivity Initiative:  Expand to major capital and asset management programs

· Attempt to deliver quality facilities at lower cost

· Already in place on operating side; introduce to capital side

· Introduce a variety of measurable targets, including cost; where they are able to deliver product at lower costs, incentives are shared among participating employees

· Sewage Disposal Agreements—Renton ILA

· Extend length of agreements to support financing needs—34 agencies (sewer districts and cities)

· Modify requirement for 100% agreement on rate structure

· New Sewage Disposal Agreement with Muckelshoot Tribe

·  2005 Sewage Rate and Capacity Charge

· Addresses both rate charged to contracting agencies, and capacity charge to end users connecting after 1990

· Water and Sewer Comprehensive Plans/Annexations

· Water/Sewer Districts required to have current comprehensive plans; 12 are expiring, need renewal

· Water/Sewer Districts expand service areas through annexation; historically we get about 12 annexation proposals annually


	Parks
	Strategic Direction:

· Continue monitoring development of business planning efforts

· Monitor development of new direction on Fairgrounds

Receive and consider Park Transfer proposals

	Historic Preservation/ Landmarks
	Strategic Direction:

· Continue development of agreements with cities to provide landmarking services;

· Amendment to Landmarks ordinance:  address economic impacts; review of permits for property alteration;

· Mitigation Fund:  manage pass-through funding to offset development impacts to historic properties


