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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  A MOTION affirming King County’s abhorrence of, and opposition to, global terrorism, and its commitment to protecting the civil rights and civil liberties of all King County residents.
BACKGROUND:  Congress passed the USA PATRIOT Act (PL 107-56) on October 26, 2001, following the horrific attacks on America of September 11, 2001.  The USA PATRIOT Act is a comprehensive piece of legislation addressing the Federal government’s ability and authority to pursue specific actions in an effort preserve national security.  

Several ‘Whereas’ clauses within Motion 2003-0483 include statements denouncing terrorism, outlining the history of the USA PATRIOT ACT and highlighting the importance of preserving civil rights and liberties of King County residents.
STRIKING AMENDMENT S1:

Striking Amendment S1 to Proposed Motion 2003-0483 would establish three policy positions as follows:
A.  Affirm King County’s abhorrence of and opposition to global terrorism;

B.  Affirm King County’s commitment to protecting the civil rights and civil liberties of all King County residents and oppose any measures that unconstitutionally infringe upon those civil rights and civil liberties; and

C.  Resolve that King County calls on Congress to adopt S. 1709, the SAFE Act, which is sponsored by a bipartisan group of senators and which would amend and clarify several provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act, including the reinstatement of many pre-PATRIOT ACT standards for wire taps and warrants, and increasing the requirements or sunsetting provisions for certain warrants.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Striking Amendment S1
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