


FEMA Flood Maps and Flood Code

REGULATORY NOTE
	CHECKLIST OF CRITERIA

Proposed No.:  ___2020-XXXX____	Prepared By:___Christine Jensen, Permitting Division_
						Date:_November 26, 2019 

  Yes     No     N/A
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]		NEED:  Does the proposed regulation respond to a specific, identifiable need? If yes then explain.  
			Yes. The draft proposed code changes are driven by two main processes: 1) when the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) publishes new Flood Insurance Rate Maps, communities are required to update local codes, and new maps are expected to be effective by mid-2020; and 2) FEMA Region 10 is currently auditing King County, which includes a detailed review of King County code. The proposals are to ensure King County code meets the state and federal minimum standards for floodplain management, as well as to address a number of other clarifying, technical, and administrative changes.

			By meeting minimum federal floodplain management standards, King County is eligible to be part of FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  NFIP requirements are intended to prevent loss of life and property and reduce taxpayer costs for disaster relief, as well as minimize economic and social hardships that result from flooding. NFIP membership provides residents the opportunity to purchase flood insurance to protect themselves from flood losses, provides access to federally backed loans and mortgages, and also access to federal disaster funds.

 [X]  [  ]  [  ]		If so, is county government the most appropriate organization to address this need? If yes then explain.
			Yes.  The maps and code amendments apply to unincorporated King County, which King County has jurisdiction over.

 [  ]  [  ]  [X]		ECONOMY & JOB GROWTH:  Has the economic impact of the proposed regulation been reviewed to ensure it will not have a long-term adverse impact on the economy and job growth in King County?
			If yes then explain.

 [X]  [  ]  [  ]		PURPOSE:  Is the purpose of the proposed ordinance clear? Describe the purpose of the ordinance.
Yes. The purpose of the ordinance is to adopt the new FEMA flood maps and update King County’s floodplain development regulations, as required by FEMA.
	
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]		Are the steps for implementation clear? Describe the steps for implementation.
			Yes.  Implementation will occur through County agencies applying the updated maps and development regulations on land uses and development in unincorporated King County.

 [   ]  [  ]  [X]		EVALUATION:  Does the proposed ordinance identify specific measurable outcomes that the proposed regulation should achieve? Describe the measurable outcomes.

 [  ]  [  ]   [X]		Is an evaluation process identified? Describe the evaluation process.


 [X]  [  ]   [  ]		INTERESTED PARTIES:  Has adequate collaboration occurred with all those affected by the proposed regulation (including the public, the regulated and the regulators)? Describe the level of collaboration that has been performed.
			Yes.  A draft of the ordinance was provided to the public for review and comment prior to transmittal, which included the following outreach activities:
•	A four week public comment period from October 1 to October 27, 2019.
•	Online posting, which included the draft legislation, information about the proposals, and the various methods for public comment.
•	Email notification to Permitting’s development regulation distribution list.
•	Briefing the King County Agriculture Commission on October 10, 2019.
•	Provision of draft legislation and information at the Snoqualmie Valley Community Service Area Town Hall on October 17, 2019.
•	Outreach to Hmong farmers and to the Farm, Fish, Flood regulatory task force.

 [  ]  [  ]   [X]		COSTS & BENEFITS:  Will the proposed regulation achieve the goal with the minimum cost and burden?


 [X]  [  ]  [  ]		Has the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation been considered? Describe and quantify the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation.
Not adopting the maps or code amendments would impact the ability for unincorporated residents to get flood insurance.

 [  ]  [  ]  [X]		Do the benefits of the proposed regulations outweigh the costs? Describe and the cost and benefits of proposed regulation.

 [ ]  [  ]  [X]		VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE:  Does the proposed ordinance inspire voluntary compliance? Describe how voluntary compliance is anticipated to take place.

 [X]  [  ]  [  ]		CLARITY:  Is the proposed ordinance written clearly and concisely, without ambiguities?
			Yes.

 [X]  [  ]  [  ]		CONSISTENCY:  Is the proposed regulation consistent with existing federal, state and local statutes?
[bookmark: _GoBack]			Yes.
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