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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the Water District No. 119 Water System Plan.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0181 would approve the City of Auburn Comprehensive Water Plan, meeting the requirement for a water and sewer district to operate in unincorporated King County.  

BACKGROUND 

The City of Auburn owns and operates a municipal water system that provides service to an approximately 30 square mile area, both in the City and in contiguous potential annexation areas in unincorporated King County. It is unlikely the retail water service area will change in the future. The City holds franchise number 12473 for water distribution; the franchise is current and expires in 2021. 

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all  water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies F-101 through F-254, the applicable portions of which address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF CITY OF AUBURN COMPREHENSIVE WATER PLAN

The UTRC finalized its review of the City of Auburn Comprehensive Water Plan on December 16, 2015. The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: The City’s service area, which encompasses approximately 30 square miles, consists of an area that is largely coincident with the City boundaries as well as potential annexation areas in unincorporated King County. In 2015, the City’s water system provided service to a population of approximately 57,213 residents through 13,910 retail accounts. Single family residences make up approximately 80 percent of the accounts. Average daily water demand is approximately 8.1 million gallons.

Facilities: The City’s water system includes seven reservoirs and a number of pressure reducing and booster stations to serve four major service areas through nearly 250 miles of pipeline. The City owns ten wells and two springs with an ability to produce approximately 16.5 million gallons per day of water. The City provides wholesale water through interties with the City of Algona, Covington Water District and King County Water District 111, and has five additional interties for emergency use.

Growth: The total number of accounts increased by approximately 6 percent from 2008 to 2013. The UTRC determined in its review that sufficient water supply for near-term growth is available. The City is pursuing development of new sources. 

System Improvements:  The Plan contains a six-year capital improvement program (CIP) with an estimated cost of approximately $35.5 million. Longer range capital costs are divided into short, medium and long-term CIP elements. Long term, the total supply project costs are estimated at $58.1 million; the total storage project costs are estimated at $9.1 million; the total pump station project costs are estimated at $4.4 million; the total distribution project costs are estimated at $39.5 million and the total general water system project costs are estimated at $8.1 million. The funding sources for the proposed improvement projects include rates, water service fees and bond proceeds.

SEPA:  The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and as lead agency under SEPA, issued a determination of non-significance for the Plan on April 21, 2015. There were no appeals.



ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0181 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter 
3. Fiscal Note
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