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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	24
	Name:
	Megan Smith

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0447
	Date:
	October 8, 2002

	Attending:
	Susan Boyd, Penhallegon Associates Consulting Engineers, Inc.

Thomas Keown, Highline Water District

Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities and Technical Review Committee


SUBJECT: An Ordinance approving the Highline Water District 2002 Comprehensive Water System Plan without conditions.
BACKGROUND:  
King County Code and Review Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires approval of comprehensive plans for water utilities as a prerequisite for granting right-of-way franchises and approval or right-of-way construction permits. Water comprehensive plans are reviewed by the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) prior to submission to the King County Council for approval. Water comprehensive plans need to be consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and with the planning criteria identified by the state Department of Health in its “Water System Planning Handbook.” 

Customer Base and Water Demand 
Highline Water District serves 65,000 residents and 20,000 workers in unincorporated King County and the cities of Burien, Des Moines, Federal Way, Kent, Normandy Park, SeaTac, and Tukwila.  Land use in the service area is primarily residential, with approximately 79% of the land in single- or multi-family residential land use.  Current average daily demand is 6.62 million gallons. Residential water use accounts for the bulk of demand, with single-family connections accounting for approximately 47% of total water use, and multi-family connections accounting for nearly 25% of total water use. Future population is estimated at 89,000 residents and 32,000 workers by 2020. Projected average daily demand is 7.85 million gallons. The District has more than adequate water sources meet projected demand over the 6-year planning horizon for the water comprehensive plan. 
Conservation Practices

The district has joined with the City of Seattle and other Seattle wholesale water customers in adopting a conservation goal of reducing water use by 1% per year over ten years. The District has higher water rates in summer to discourage inefficient outdoor water use.  The District has programs for water meter repair and replacement, as well as leak detection.  Unaccounted for water has averaged less than 7% of total use over the last five years.
Water Rights and Supplies
The District purchases approximately 90% of its water from the City of Seattle.  The remaining 10% of its water comes from two wells. In 2001, the District entered into a new contract with the City of Seattle that provides flexibility for the District to continue to provide a portion of its supply through local water sources, such as its Angle Lake and Des Moines wells.  The District also maintains water rights certificates for an additional twenty-one groundwater sources.  The District’s water comprehensive plan notes that “alternatives for the rehabilitation, replacement, or change of existing well sites based on the referenced groundwater certificates has been a supply option under active consideration and study by the District for several years.” The comprehensive plan notes that the District’s total certificated water rights represent the potential for an annual withdrawal rate in excess of 16,000 acre feet. 
Service Area Assumptions 
A map of the District’s service area and corporate boundaries is attached (please see Attachment 3).  In some cases the service area extends beyond the district’s corporate boundaries.  These extensions reflect the fact that in some cases the District may be able to extend services more efficiently than a neighboring service provider due to location of existing infrastructure or landscape conditions. These extensions are consistent with the District’s service area policies, which state that “. . . it is the Highline Water District’s policy to serve all customers of the service area, except as may be otherwise necessary and documented by an interlocal agreement with a neighboring purveyor.”

Utilities Technical Review Committee Review

The UTRC reviewed and approved the plan on July 10, 2002. A Determination of Non-significance for the plan was adopted on January 25, 2002 in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act. The District intends to adopt the plan after state and county approval. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0447, without attachment
2. Transmittal letter for Proposed Ordinance 2002-0321, dated September 11, 2002  
3. Map of Highline Water District Service Area Boundary 
