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	2011-B0053
	Date:
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	Invited:
	Kevin Kiernan, Solid Waste Division; Norm Alberg, Wastewater Treatment Division; Bob Burke, King County International Airport; Kevin Desmond, Transit Division; Marc Isaacson, Water and Land Resources Division 


SUBJECT

Briefing on how the infrastructure built and maintained by King County contributes to this region's economy.  

SUMMARY

Second briefing on a series being held in the Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee what are the factors that will lead to increasing job creation in the region. 

BACKGROUND

On March 9, 2011, the Transportation Economy and Environment committee held its initial briefing on what are the factors that will lead to a jobs-rich economic recovery.  At that briefing, Bob Drewel, the Executive Director of the of the Puget Sound Regional Council, this region’s multi-jurisdictional planning agency, said that one of the most important functions local governments can do to help in fueling the region’s economic recovery is to provide the necessary infrastructure.

At that same briefing, Dr. William Beyers of the University of Washington offered that a critical jobs factor is the recognition of the interconnectedness between businesses plays in multiplying the number of jobs in the region. 

Boeing, a large regional employer, announced recently that for its next big plane development, it will deviate from the process that they used to build the 787.  Boeing learned that piecemealing the construction of the many parts of a plane to various vendors around the world did not allow for the quality control Boeing demands.  

Boeing is proposing to concentrate the fabrication of its next series of planes at a “super site;” the effect of which will also mean subcontracting and supplier opportunities that will multiply the overall job creation many fold. 

The great Puget Sound area is being or this new “super site.”  

King County’s infrastructure should be a critical factor to be considered not only by Boeing but any employer looking to stay, expand or locate here.

Today’s briefing is centered on five major service/infrastructure.

All were asked the same to respond to the same inquiries.  What we as a committee are interested in learning from the answers is how our infrastructure contributes to our region’s overall economy and how the County alone or in concert with regional partners can jump start job growth here. 

The divisions were asked to respond to the following:  

· Provide an overview of their service or infrastructure 

· Explain how does the service/infrastructure that a division provides contribute to attracting or maintaining private jobs in the county or region.

· Provide 2-3 examples of how the division provides that contribution.

· Describe the kinds and how many private sector jobs are expected to be generated by six-year capital improvement program?

· If available, discuss the private sector jobs multiplier that its operations may have.

Representatives from the Solid Waste Division, Wastewater Division, the King County International Airport, and the Transit Division will present.

At the March 9, 2011 briefing, Dr. Beyer’s reported an interesting fact regarding just how important the warehouse industry is to King County’s economy. Because a large component of that industry is located in the Green River Valley and protected by the King County Flood District’s levee system, Water and Land Resource Division, the agency in charge of maintaining that system, will also present on the importance that system plays in keeping businesses located here. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Power point slides 
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