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March 4, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett







Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
Attached is an ordinance seeking approval of the July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 contracts between The Office of the Public Defender (OPD) and Associated Counsel for the Accused, Northwest Defenders Association, Society of Counsel Representing Accused Persons and The Defender Association for legal representation of indigent persons. This ordinance is in compliance with King County Code 2.60.040 which provides that “The county executive may enter into agreements with nonprofit corporations formed for the specific purpose of rendering legal services in behalf of indigents to provide legal services to persons eligible for representation through the public defense program. All such contracts entered into by the county executive shall be subject to approval by the county council.” Passage of this ordinance constitutes the approval of the referenced contract documents.  King County Code 2.60.040 also requires that “the Executive shall submit the contracts and supporting information by March 1 of each year for Council consideration.”
The July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 contracts carry forward the same scope of work provided by these agencies for many years. Major factors in these contracts remain unchanged from the previous contract.
Of particular note are provisions that provide funding for interim case weighting of selected major felonies, as first required by the Metropolitan King County Council in 2009, Ordinance 16542, which have been contained in King County public defense contracts since that time.

Funding for the components of these contracts has been provided consistent with the King County Public Defense Payment Model, as originally set forth in 2005, King County Council Motion 12160, and as revised by 2009 King County Council Motion 13004, and as otherwise provided by King County Council 2011 Budget Ordinance 16984.

These contracts continue the Contempt of Court Support Enforcement Calendar attorney staffing practice and payment methodology, as initiated in January 2011 contract amendments, pursuant to the King County Council 2011 Budget Ordinance 16984.

New to the contracts is a more streamlined “boilerplate” of standard King County contract terms. This simplified contract reduces the number of required attached exhibits from the contractor from the previously required five exhibits to two exhibits. In a further effort to simplify the contracts, Exhibit II, Public Defense Legal Services (formerly Exhibit V, in previous contracts), now contains a Table of Contents, to better enable readers to locate specific provisions relating to legal services requirements. These changes are consistent with the 2009 Spangenberg Report recommendations to simplify public defense contracts.
If you have any questions, or need additional information, please feel free to contact Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-263-9006.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:
Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff

Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget, King County Executive Office (EO)
Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)

V. David Hocraffer, The Public Defender, Office of the Public Defender, DCHS

Alan Painter, Human Services, Health and Housing Policy Advisor, EO
Gail Stone, Law and Justice Advisor, EO
Joe Woods, Council Relations Manager, EO
