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June 14, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will authorize King County to enter into a Project Partnership Agreement (Agreement) with the United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to implement the Duwamish/Green Big Spring Creek Ecosystem Restoration Project (Project) to improve endangered fish habitat and environmental quality in King County. 
The Project will create one mile of restored stream habitat and 20 acres of restored wetland habitat to protect endangered salmon. By partnering with the Corps to implement the Project, King County leverages almost $3 million in federal funding, which is 65 percent of the total project cost, meeting its Strategic Plan goals of exercising sound financial management and safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and environment for future generations.
The Project site is approximately one mile northwest of the City of Enumclaw, along Big Spring Creek, a tributary to Neuwaukum Creek. In the early 1900’s Big Spring Creek was channelized and placed in a roadside ditch, severely degrading its fish habitat. The Project has been a top priority for area cities, the Corps and King County for many years. When completed the project will contribute significantly to the regional goal of native salmon species protection. 
Through King County’s collaboration with other local governments, state and federal agencies, interest and community groups, special purpose districts, and the Muckleshoot Tribe, the Project has garnered widespread support among watershed stakeholders. The Puget Sound Partnership, which is responsible for implementing the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan, has prioritized Project implementation. Landowners adjacent to the Project site and the City of Enumclaw, which owns a portion of the Project site, also strongly endorse it.

The Agreement provides for project construction, monitoring and adaptive management over a five-year timeframe. King County, which owns the property on which the Project will be constructed, will have responsibility for long-term Project maintenance. On the federal side, the Project is authorized by the Water Resources Development Act, which sets out Project construction cost shares:  65 percent to be federally borne and 35 percent to be contributed by King County. Total Project costs are projected to be $4,133,731, making King County’s contribution $1,446,806. Approximately $403,103 of this match requirement will be met by Project costs already incurred by the County for land acquisition and project design. In addition, approximately $660,250 of this match requirement will be provided by third party grants and an additional $40,000 will be provided through in-kind labor in the construction phase. Funding for the match requirement is from a combination of sources including King County surface water management fees, King Conservation District and interlocal agreement revenues as well as state grant funds and Conservation Futures Levy proceeds (as detailed on the fiscal note included as part of the proposed legislation).
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. The proposed partnership with the Corps, as authorized by the Council, will help ensure that a unique and irreplaceable resource – Puget Sound’s magnificent native salmon runs – will be preserved for generations to come. In order to meet the Corp’s agreement execution timeline, I would like to request King County Council approval by July 23, 2012.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206‑296-6587. 
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff



  Mark Melroy, Senior Principal Legislative Analyst, BFM Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County

    Executive Office (KC EO)

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance Strategy and Budget, KC EO

Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP

