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Brief Background:

Conservation Futures Levy 

The Conservation Futures tax levy (CFT) is collected annually as a dedicated portion of the property taxes collected throughout King County. CFT funds are allocated to open space and passive park acquisition projects in unincorporated King County, and in the cities. All lands acquired with CFT funds are required by state law to be from voluntary, willing sellers. The King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee conducts an annual review of applications from King County and city  agencies and makes a recommendation for the funding of open space acquisition projects to the King County Council and Executive. The county elected officials then approve the CFT funding allocations by ordinance, usually in November, as part of the annual fiscal year budget. CFT projects must have at least a dollar-for-dollar match of Non-CFT funds, to encourage the financial participation of city, state and federal agencies. This year there was over $25 million in requests for fiscal year 2016 CFT funds, a significant increase from prior years. There is just over $9.7 million available in estimated fiscal year 2016 CFT funds.   

King County Parks Levy / Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund
	
	King County Parks Levy Funds are provided through a county-wide, voter-approved ballot measure levy that passed in August, 2013. It is a six-year levy that funds both park operations and park and open space capital projects for the King County Parks Division, including open space and trail acquisition projects. The Conservation Futures Citizens Committee makes an annual recommendation for the Parks Levy open space and trail acquisitions allocations to help King County meet its goal of effectively coordinating open space acquisition funding. This year there is $7.75 million in Parks Levy open space and trail acquisition funding available. This is an increase from last year, due to higher annual collections for the levy, which will now generate about $7 million per year going forward. The additional $ .75 million represents the higher balance that was collected last year and needs to be distributed. As it did last year, the Committee’s Parks Levy allocation recommendations for several King County projects will exceed the funds requested. Since CFT funds are allocated to the city CFT funding applicants, the amount CFT funds available for King County Projects is typically somewhere in a range just above $3 million, which is less than half of the Parks Levy funds available. Thus, the Committee closely considered the overall project funding total as it made its county project recommendations. King County Parks Levy open space acquisition funds, like CFT funds, also require willing sellers.

The Committee’s application review and recommendation process, and observations on this year’s applications  


The applications for 2016 Conservation Futures and 2016 King County Parks Levy funds were forwarded to the Committee by a deadline of March 18, 2015. The Committee met for an initial review of the projects, and then conducted seven weekend and evening field trips throughout King County and its cities, to each of the 51 application sites. The Committee held three more afternoon/evening meetings to continue discussions of the projects, get answers on any remaining questions, and finally to make individual project funding recommendations. In the Committee’s consideration of the projects, the open space resources and benefits of proposed projects are first and foremost, and then the cost and likelihood of success for project completion is also considered. There is also consideration of the likely loss of open spaces if they are not funded or are only partially funded. The support or opposition to projects, local unmet open space needs, and equity and social justice goals are also important considerations. The recommendations are considered to be part of a package that balances geographic and urban/rural distribution, and project types such as regional trails, salmon habitat, saltwater shoreline, agricultural, or other purposes. This year’s 51 applications represents, a 20% increase over last year’s record number. In all, there were 15 suburban city applications, five from Seattle, and King County agencies submitted 31. 

The Committee would like to emphasize this year that the majority of projects that have been applied for are important inholdings, buffers and missing link properties that will help fill gaps in regional trails, open space systems, creek and river corridors, and passive use parks. The Committee has seen other properties that are part of these parks and open space systems in prior years, and it has observed the progress that has been made towards the respective longer-term visions. It is also worth noting that the acquisition and protection of gap or inholding properties will often help improve and make more cost-effective, the stewardship of a park or open space system. Such properties may be sources of invasive non-native plant species, or unwanted human activity that is not conducive to habitat protection or passive park enjoyment. 

The Committee has also observed that there seems to be a noticeable increase in the local recognition of parks and open spaces as increasingly important components of cities in recent years. Several cities are more consistently applying for CFT funds, with 15 cities having applied this year for more funding. Some cities have passed local bonds that help them meet the CFT matching funds requirement, while other cities are hiring new parks staff who are applying CFT funding. For example, Covington has hired a park director and planner in the past couple of years, while Woodinville and Lake Forest Park have new staff now applying for CFT. This trend will likely increase in the coming years, because King County’s cities will become the primary recipients of several hundred thousand new residents in the next two decades. This reality underscores the importance of the parks and open space systems that the region has worked hard to create in the past, and the importance of keeping pace with the demand and development pressure as we move forward. 

Summary Highlights of the Committee’s Recommendations 

	
Suburban City Projects: 

· In Kent, a key 5-acre inholding property at the northern entrance to Clark Lake Park that has been on an acquisition list for over twenty years, has finally become available to the city. The owner would like to see the property become part of the park. 

· In Bothell, the Wayne Golf Course, which is located on the Sammamish Slough and the Burke Gilman Regional Trail, is going to be sold. The City of Bothell and King County are working with the local nonprofit group OneBothell, and with Forterra, to permanently protect it as open space.  

· Bellevue will add to its greenways and open space system with the acquisition of 5-acre woodland property immediately west of the Tyler property off-leash area in south Bellevue. There is potential to link this open space to the east side rail corridor trail that is being undertaken to the west. 

· Renton is recommended to receive reimbursement towards its recent acquisition of a missing link trail property on the May Creek Trail, which will allow the trail to make a connection to the regional rail/trail along Lake Washington Boulevard. 

· In Burien, an innovative proposal for a South King County urban agricultural center will attempt to transform the Bel-R Nursery, which is closing its doors after several decades, into a place that produces food locally and provides sustainable agriculture education programs. 

· On Little Bear Creek in Woodinville, an addition to an existing natural area will protect creek habitat, and allow Woodinville to replace an aging automobile bridge with a pedestrian bridge that improves salmon passage. The project will also provide a trail link between the Sammamish Slough and the local high school. 

· Lake Forest Park is acquiring a wooded addition to Animal Acres Park that contains the confluence of McAleer Creek and Brookside Creek. A community minded resident purchased the property, and will remove an existing house that is in poor condition, at no added cost to the city.

· In Kirkland, a local citizens group is working with the city Parks Department to create a trail through the woods from Juanita Heights Park, through a local neighborhood, to Juanita Beach Park on Lake Washington. Six parcels totaling just over two acres are identified for acquisition.  

· Ongoing, multiple-year, multiple-property city projects are recommended to receive additional funding including the Issaquah Creek Waterways project in Issaquah, the city of Snoqualmie Riverfront Park project, a trail connection between Covington’s new town center and the South Covington /Jenkins Creek Park, and in the city of Pacific, two small property additions along the Interurban Trail and Milwaukee Creek. 

Seattle Projects: 

· In the Greenwood/Phinney Ridge neighborhood Seattle, a quarter-acre addition will double the size of a community park on Greenwood Avenue at 81st Street. The park is across 81st Street from the Greenwood Public Library, and it helps create a more pedestrian-friendly corridor along Greenwood  Avenue. 
· Seattle will add a .35-acre property adjacent to the Thornton Creek Natural Area along 35th Avenue NE in north Seattle. The property will further protect the creek, and provide improved local access to an existing protected natural area. 

· As part of a major road realignment at the intersection of Rainier Avenue and Martin Luther King Boulevard, Seattle will work to acquire a pedestrian-friendly town center greenspace park adjacent to the Sound Transit light rail station and Franklin High School, in a neighborhood that is underserved with open space. 

· On First Hill, Seattle Parks is working with the Plymouth Housing Group to acquire a property at Madison Avenue, just west of Broadway. The site will provide affordable housing for formerly homeless people, and CFT funding will contribute to a highly visible open space in a high density neighborhood with a significant open space deficit. The site is across the street from Swedish Hospital and across the street corner from Seattle University.

· In West Seattle, west of Marginal Way, Seattle will acquire an inholding property that lies completely within the West Duwamish Greenbelt. This acquisition will remove a maintenance burden and to allow for improved habitat restoration within the greenbelt. 


Unincorporated King County Highlighted Projects: 

· In Fall City, King County will undertake a significant effort to restore part of the lost alluvial outlet of the Raging River confluence with the Snoqualmie River. The goal is to restore critical habitat in one of King County’s two most important spawning areas for threatened chinook. The project will also improve floodway functions along the Snoqualmie River, and may allow for compatible agriculture.  

· On the Enumclaw Plateau and in the Snoqualmie Valley, the King County Transferable Development Rights (TDR) Program and Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) will continue purchasing development rights from some of King County’s largest dairy farms, to support and reinforce King County’s designated Agricultural Production Districts. 

· Near Skykomish, where the confluence of the Tye and Foss Rivers form the South Fork of the Skykomish River, a 75-acre mature second growth forest will be acquired as the first step in a longer term river conservation strategy for the South Fork of the Skykomish. That effort, led by Forterra, will feature habitat protection, recreational river access, and support local economic development.   

· Between Auburn and Tukwila on the lower Green River, the Re-Greening the Green project will purchase conservation easements that allow for the planting of deciduous shade trees and vegetation along the river. The goal is to reduce the water temperature in the warm summer months, which harms steelhead, chinook, and other salmonid species.

· On south Vashon Island, the Big Beach acquisition project will build on recent state-funded efforts to preserve one of the last significant unprotected forested saltwater shorelines in King County. It will allow for natural shoreline bluff erosion that supports salmon and other saltwater aquatic species, and will provide intertidal shoreline access for environmental education and passive public use. 

· King County will continue with its longstanding efforts to acquire inholdings in the Griffin Creek and Tolt River basins, east of the Snoqualmie River Valley near Carnation. These rivers contain some of King County’s best riparian habitat for coho, chinook and steelhead. King County’s Water and Resource Lands Division, Rivers Division, and Parks Division, and the City of Seattle Public Utilities (SPU), which operates the Tolt Rover Dam, have been working collaboratively to preserve and restore the Tolt River’s natural river channel and riparian habitat.

· South of Enumclaw, King County’s Parks Division is acquiring twelve acres on Boise Creek near the White River to make a trail connection to a proposed trail bridge over the White River. The link is part of the Foothills Regional Trail, which will link Enumclaw and the cities of Buckley, Orting, and Puyallup in Pierce County. 

· East of Redmond, south of Novelty Hill Road, funding is recommended for acquisition of a 27-acre property on Bear Creek that is bounded on three sides by other public open space. On Cold Creek, a tributary to Bear Creek, funding is recommended for a 5.8 acre property near the outlet of Cottage Lake. 

· Funding is recommended for a spectacular viewpoint that looks towards Puget Sound and the Olympic Mountains from the southern side of Squak Mountain. It will likely become a popular trail destination, and it is adjacent to a major acquisition last year of over 200 acres on Squak Mountain.

· Along Soos Creek, on the south side of State Route 18 at the Covington city line, funds are recommended for acquiring a 43-acre property with wetlands, and salmon and wildlife habitat. It is adjacent to a 21-acre former tree farm purchased last year by the King County Parks Division. 

· Two more farm protection projects supporting the King County’s Local Food Initiative are recommended to receive CFT funds. The TDR program will purchase TDRS from unprotected farmlands and the King County Agriculture Program is working with the Puget Consumer Cooperative (PCC) Farmland Trust to purchase development rights on a 20 acre family farm north of Carnation. 
 
· On Mitchell Hill, north of Interstate 90 near Preston, funding is recommended for the purchase of 76 acres of forest, which will link several hundred acres of exiting State DNR and King County forest ownership and trail corridor on Grand Ridge and Mitchell Hill. 
 
· On Boise Creek just south of Enumclaw, King County will purchase a conservation easement that will allow it to continue its work with a local farmer to restore salmon habitat on the creek. The restored creek channel will be routed away from a valuable organic crop field that is flood prone. 
 
· King County acquisition of an 8.2-acre woodland property on a small tributary of Issaquah Creek in unincorporated King County will allow the county to receive a transfer of a 20-acre forest tract from the State DNR. The State DNR property is surplus to the agency, because of its low timber harvest value, but the property is of high value to wildlife and water quality in the basin. 

· On another Issaquah Creek tributary, the 80-are Winterbrook Farm project is recommended for funding. The project will acquire farmland development rights and a trail easement that connects with the Squak Mountain State Park trailhead, across the May Valley Road, and a potential trail route to the Cedar River and the Log Cabin Reach of Issaquah Creek to the south. 

· There are 20 more King County open space acquisition projects discussed in the following pages. They will collectively protect farms, conserve salmon and wildlife habitat, provide for passive use outdoor recreation, contribute to equity and social justice goals, and protect our region’s cultural and natural heritage. 
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FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIVIDIUAL PROJECTS


SUBURBAN CITIES

Auburn - West Hill Auburn Park Assemblage			$ 800,000	          $ 0
Recommendation:  Auburn has a goal of establishing a new natural area park in the rapidly urbanizing West Hill neighborhood, which is underserved with open space. It is located north of State Route 18 and east of Interstate 5. The Auburn Parks Department has identified nine potential parcels in a wooded area, four of which contain houses. Directly across the street, the land is being cleared for a large subdivision, and other larger properties in the neighborhood are slated to be developed. The wooded portions of the parcels in the application contain high quality migratory songbird habitat, and potential for a local nature trail. There is a small stream running through the area, and some of the parcels contain forested wetlands. The property owners have not been contacted, and therefore it is not known what the likelihood of success is for acquiring these properties. Auburn has some matching funds available from park mitigation fees. The Committee feels this proposed project may have promise, but information is needed regarding the willingness of the landowners to sell their properties. The Committee encourages Auburn to work in the coming months to gain clearer understanding about the feasibility of potential acquisitions, in anticipation of a future CFT funding application.  

Bellevue - Bellevue’s Greenway and Open Space System 	$ 772,500	$ 500,000
Recommendation:  The Bellevue Greenway and Open Space project is a multiple-year, multiple-parcel project that has a goal of acquiring remaining green spaces in Bellevue’s planned open space and greenways system. This year the first priority is to of acquire a five-acre addition to an existing open space on SE 60th Street in south Bellevue. A large portion of the existing open space/park is a grassy off-leash area, and the proposed acquisition would be a significant woodland addition. The proposed addition is sloped, mature second-growth woodland that includes part of a ravine. It contains urban wildlife habitat and could provide a trail access connection towards a King County Park and Ride, the eastside rail/trail corridor, Lake Washington Boulevard, and Newcastle Beach Park. Bellevue has a steady history of acquiring CFT-funded open space properties and it has available matching funds for this acquisition. This property is listed for sale. The difficulty of legal road access to the property and the sloped nature of it will likely render it significantly more affordable than a more developable five acre site in Bellevue would cost. 

Bothell – Wayne Golf Course - Front Nine	$ 1,250,000	$ 200,000

	Recommendation:  Bothell’s Wayne Golf Course is situated along the Sammamish Slough, south of SE Bothell Way (State Route 522), and adjacent to the Burke Gilman Regional Trail. Two decades ago Bothell acquired a 46-acre development rights conservation easement over the Front Nine holes of the golf course, preserving the scenic open space land on the golf course along the Sammamish Slough and the Burke-Gilman Trail. The longtime owner of the golf course now intends to sell it, and the City of Bothell has applied for CFT funding to purchase the fee simple property that underlies the Front Nine holes, plus an adjacent four-acre area that includes the existing clubhouse and parking lot. These four acres are also adjacent to the Burke Gilman trail and could be developed for residential purposes at urban densities. There is no nearby trail parking available for the Burke-Gilman trail and a small portion of the four acres (under 10%) is an existing gravel parking lot for the golf course that could provide an excellent place for such parking. Public access between the Burke Gilman Trail and the Sammamish Slough would be another benefit of acquiring the Wayne Golf Course Front Nine. The site does contain habitat for birds of prey and heron along the river, and it offers the potential for expanded wildlife habitat and for salmon habitat restoration. There is strong community support for preserving the entire 18-hole golf course. The Committee’s recommendation for the Front Nine is intended to demonstrate support for trailhead access as a high priority. The Committee recognizes that the open space value of most of the Front Nine is already protected with a conservation easement. This proposal, as well as the proposal described below for preserving the Back Nine holes of Wayne Golf Course. The King County Council has also passed a motion (Motion 14302) expressing a Council priority for the purchase of property rights near or adjacent to already preserved properties, to preserve existing recreational uses, view corridors and open space along the Sammamish river, the Burke-Gilman trail, the Sammamish River trail, and the Tolt Pipeline trail and the Eastside Trail. The Committee recognizes that additional funding may be required in the future for this portion of the Wayne Golf Course and that such funding may be requested in a future round, when the costs of the proposal and other matching fund sources have been better identified, and an agreement with the owner has been developed.  

Bothell (One Bothell/King County*) Wayne Golf Course-Back Nine    $ 1,250,000	$ 800,000
	Recommendation:  The Wayne Golf Course - Back Nine project proposal consists of five parcels totaling 37.72 acres on the south side of the Sammamish Slough, east of 96th Avenue NE in Bothell. The funding application was developed and submitted by a local non-profit citizens group called OneBothell, which was formed to advocate for the protection from development and future restoration of the Wayne Golf Course. Blythe Park lies adjacent to the Back Nine properties to the northeast, directly across the Tolt Pipeline Trail, a regional trail that continues east towards the Sammamish Valley and the Snoqualmie Valley beyond. Wayne Golf Course is situated within a natural greenbelt along the Sammamish Slough and it is part of a formal greenway along the Sammamish that Bothell has been working to protect for over two decades. Conservation Futures has funded four other properties on the slough in addition to the conservation easement that protects the front nine from any future development. There is currently a natural habitat edge on the Sammamish Slough along the Back Nine, which could potentially be widened and restored for greater habitat values, including restoration of wetlands and riparian habitat, which have been significantly degraded along the slough in recent decades. Such restoration would benefit chinook, which are listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), as well as steelhead and other salmonid species that migrate through the Sammamish Slough, which has heavily impacted and degraded habitat due to human development and the narrowing of the river channel. The Sammamish River is a Tier One Migratory Corridor of high priority within the WRIA 8 Salmon recovery Plan. There is also significant historic and cultural value to the property, as it was the site of an early ferry stop in the nineteenth century on the Sammamish Slough, and a fishing and settlement area for tribal cultures reaching back into the distant past. The Yellow Apple Ranch house and orchard, located on the back nine, is on the Bothell Historic Register and is proposed as an interpretive center by OneBothell. 
	According to the CFT funding application, Bothell’s 2014 Parks Recreation and Open Space Action Program identifies a shortage of several hundred acres of core parkland necessary to meet national standards. The owners of the Wayne Golf Course intend to sell the property, and the back nine will likely be developed into a large residential subdivision. The property is currently under contract for sale to a developer, but the property could still be purchased by the public for open space. OneBothell would like the city of Bothell to preserve the back nine properties as open space. The Committee feels that the open space contained within the entire Wayne Golf Course, in combination with the other 
adjacent parks and protected open space on the Sammamish Slough, is of regional significance, particularly in urban north King County, which has few large conservation opportunities remaining. King County Council Motion 14302, described in the Bothell project above, applies to this property as well. While there would be some required setbacks from the river and possibly additional restrictions on steep slopes, acquiring the entire Golf Course as a whole represents a unique opportunity in the urban part of northern King County that will benefit current and future generations. While the recommended funding level will not fully provide all of the likely necessary funding for this acquisition, it is a significant funding level that will help attract and support other matching funds that will need to be assembled for the project. 
*In late May, after the Committee had made its funding recommendations for this year, King County DNRP and OneBothell requested that the DNRP be designated the lead agency for the acquisition negotiations and funding. The Committee has no objection to this request, if this will give the project a better likelihood of success; the chief concern is the long-term protection of the open space. Also since the Committee’s last meeting, the developer with the 39-acre back nine property under contract has agreed to sell the property to a conservation group (Forterra), with a deadline of August 6, 2015 to conduct an appraisal and secure financing for the acquisition. 

Burien/KCD– South King County Urban Agriculture Center	  $ 1,500,000	  $ 200,000

	Recommendation:  This proposal is intended to help in the creation of an urban agriculture center on the eight-acre site of an existing wholesale nursery. It is located at SW 124th Street and 4th Avenue SW in Burien. The Bel-R Nursery was established in 1947 and has been operated by three generations of the same family. It is a fixture in the community. The primary business focus is to provide wholesale ornamental plants, and it also provides starter food plants like tomato plants for home gardeners. The owners do not intend to operate the nursery after this year and they expect to sell it. The site is zoned for residential development, which may place a higher value on the property than the value would be for continuing as a nursery. Much of the property is paved, and therefore not able to meet impermeable surface restrictions for CFT funding, but there are some areas that have open soil, currently used for hardening seedling plants that are placed in pots prior to shipment. The vision is for an urban agricultural center that both grows organic food and serves as a site for educating future tenders of farms and agriculture in King County, who might otherwise not be exposed to the opportunity. The project would also help contribute to a local food network in the urban area of south King County that would have food generated from a local sourced, which would be unusual for this high density urban area, and in keeping with King County’s Local Food Initiative. 

	There is much work remaining to be done to develop a proposal, including a business model for either a non-profit organization, or possibly in partnership with a private business. The owners, who are proud of their legacy, have indicated the possibility of working with a future operator to continue a nursery or agricultural operation, should a credible proposal be developed in the coming months to warrant the effort. It is possible that some portion of the future revenue stream generated on the property could help support on site educational training, and at the same time provide higher quality organic food for residents in this part of King County, where options are more limited. Another possibility may be to purchase some of the outdoor growing areas, which constitute a smaller portion of the site, for public agriculture or community gardens. There is strong local community support for preserving the greenhouse and promoting local agriculture use, and there is also support from local educational institutions and non-profit organizations. Some Burien citizens do not support the city moving forward with this proposal, on the grounds that there are higher priorities for city funding. The Committee feels that there is potential for this urban agricultural proposal to be developed and for Burien and the KCD to work with partners like Seattle Tilth to move it forward. CFT requires dollar-for-dollar matching funds and this level of funding is an appropriate contribution towards the project to help secure the undeveloped portions of the property that are appropriate for this funding source. Given that, the Committee does not see a large future role for CFT in this project.
  
Covington - South Covington Park/Jenkins Creek Trail  	$ 484,206	$ 150,000

Recommendation:  This 2.25-acre project will acquire the remaining two parcels from a three-parcel site on the Jenkins Creek corridor in Covington. The site will serve as a trail crossing on SE Wax Road, linking the planned Covington Town Center with a city-wide off-road trail system connecting with other parks and open spaces. This rapidly-developing area of Covington is underserved by parks, and the trail system will link to other parks and open spaces in the city. The project will also protect riparian habitat for coho and other salmonid species in Jenkins Creek, which runs parallel to much of the trail. There are also wetlands and large conifers adjoining the trail on the properties proposed for acquisition.  Since the Committee first visited and recommended CFT funding for this project two years ago, much development in the Town Center has happened, and the area will soon be much more heavily populated with residences and work places. This project is included in Covington’s Comprehensive Plan, and Parks Capital Improvement Program. Of the two remaining parcels, one has an owner who seems more ready to sell, and the recommended funding level will help fund that parcel.

Issaquah - Issaquah Creek Waterways 	$ 500,000          $ 200,000 
	Recommendation:  The Issaquah Creek Waterways program will purchase habitat lands on Issaquah Creek within the city. The long term goal of this multiple-parcel project is to protect and restore salmon habitat, create an in-city greenway, protect water quality, and preserve quality of life. There are several parcels identified in Issaquah’s application that help link this greenway system together, with the first priority being the Beriault property that lies between NW Cherry Place and NW Dogwood Street. Issaquah Creek is a salmon bearing stream, including threatened chinook, and the project will complement King County’s many miles of conservation efforts upstream in unincorporated King County. Conservation of Issaquah Creek is a Tier 1 WRIA 8 priority, and there are several other plans dating back over two decades that also support conservation and restoration of habitat on the Creek. The corridor is habitat for urban wildlife, including heron and eagle. Issaquah has available matching funds that are provided through a voter-approved 2013 park bond for open space and creek side land. 

Kent – Clark Lake	$ 2,000,000	$ 500,000
	Recommendation:  The Clark Lake CFT project has a goal of acquiring three remaining inholding properties at the City of Kent’s Clark Lake Park. Kent’s Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Services initially submitted an application for funding the purchase of two parcels totaling 15.5-acres on SE 248th Street, but shortly after the application deadline it requested the addition of an additional 5.5-acre parcel that has also been a long time desire for acquisition at Clark Lake. The 5.5-acre parcel is owned by a landowner who has intended to sell the property to Kent for over twenty years, but has wished to remain on the property for as long as possible. The owner now needs to leave the property and must sell it, thus Kent’s updated request. The property is primarily upland, open meadow, and it contains a house that will either be removed or not purchased with CFT funds. A small part of the property adjacent to the existing small parking lot in SE 240th Street may allow for some additional parking, to meet an existing need. Clark Lake Park is currently 125 acres and it is located on the Kent Plateau, and it is envisioned as “Central Park” on the highly developed east Kent plateau, an area underserved with parks. Clark Lake has an outlet stream that is salmonid habitat, and the park is also habitat for many wetland, upland, and migratory avian species. This funding recommendation only includes the 5.5 acre property on SE 240th Street, as it has a willing seller and is threatened with sale if Kent does not act to purchase it. The 15.5 acre parcels on SE 248th Street were previously funded for several years running, however, the owner and Kent were unable to reach an agreement. This property would be an important addition to the Clark Lake Park in the future, and could best be considered for funding after Kent and the owner have a more solid agreement on the terms of sale.  

Kirkland – Juanita Heights Park/Juanita Cr. Watershed	$ 300,000	$ 150,000
	Recommendation:  This project consists of six woodland parcels totaling 2.19 acres on the southern slope of Finn Hill at NE 177th Place, in Kirkland. The project would connect to a mapped, but unopened road right-of-way that extends uphill to Juanita Heights Park. The vision is a community trail from Juanita Heights Park, down through these properties, and then linking to Juanita Beach Park via sidewalks on NE 177th Place and 93rd Avenue NE. The properties are urban wildlife habitat, with species including migratory songbirds and pileated woodpecker. There is significant community support for the project, and Kirkland has local matching funds available from its 2012 Park Levy. The owner of several small lots to the immediate east of the parcels proposed for acquisition is willing to donate a portion of her properties adjacent to the project parcels. As a backup, the trail could be routed onto the donated land if any of the parcels in the preferred route cannot be obtained. The Committee recommends partial funding for this project, because there are some willing sellers, but not all of the property owners of the targeted properties have been contacted and their intent has not been confirmed. 

Lake Forest Park – Pfingst – Animal Acres Park	$ 300,000	$ 300,000
	Recommendation:  This project will add a 1.25-acre parcel to Animal Acres Park, located on NE 178th Street in Lake Forest Park. Animal Acres Park is a popular 3.85-acre passive park that serves as a gathering place for local functions, and the proposed property acquisition would make a significant addition to the existing park, raising it to over five acres in size. The property contains the confluence of Brookside Creek and McAleer Creek, and it is part of a green corridor along McAleer Creek, a salmonid bearing stream for which there is a need for additional water quality protection. The property contains large conifers, including cedar, and numerous avian species have been observed there, including pine siskin, great blue heron, eagle, and many more common birds. McAleer Creek contains spawning cutthroat trout from Lake Washington, and historically, juvenile chinook and coho have fed at the mouth of the creek. Lake Forest Park envisions a pedestrian bridge over the creek to link the existing park with the new addition. The property has a civic-minded owner, who purchased the property with the intent of re-selling to Lake Forest Park at no profit, so price to the city is likely below the current fair market value. The owner is also demolishing the  house that is currently on the site, so Lake Forest Park will not have to incur the financial costs of demolition. There is also an Elementary School adjacent to the property, which makes it ideal for outdoor education, restoration/learning projects, and as an access way between the school and the rest of Animal Acres Park. 

Pacific – Milwaukee Creek at Tacoma Blvd. 	$ 15,000	$ 15,000
	Recommendation:  This acquisition project consists of a small, .18-acre lot on Milwaukee Creek, on Tacoma Boulevard in Pacific. The property is an addition to existing city ownership on the creek that lies adjacent to the east. Milwaukee Creek is a fish bearing creek and it is a tributary White River in WRIA 10. The proposed acquisition is within a quiet residential neighborhood of single and multiple family residences, and it is underserved with open space. The site is just northeast of the Hatch property, which was partially funded with CFT three years ago and purchased last year by Pacific. A future goal is to restore and improve salmonid and urban wildlife habitat on Milwaukee Creek, and to provide local passive access and possibly an interpretive kiosk. This would be a difficult-to-develop site, due to sensitive area buffer setback restrictions, and it therefore has a lower cost of acquisition. There are willing sellers and the city is in contact with their representative. The city has matching funds available through its storm water fund. Pacific is anticipating significant (50%) population growth in the first half of the twenty-first century, including in the denser valley residential core, where Milwaukee Creek is located. The city therefore has a goal of increasing its open space resources in the area to help serve the growing population. 

Pacific – Omer Property 	 $ 45,000	   $ 45,000
	Recommendation:  This property is also located on Milwaukee Creek, two blocks away from the property described in Pacific’s application above. They share many of the same basic attributes, with the main difference being that the Omer property fronts on the Interurban Regional Trail, where Milwaukee Creek lies in a channel adjacent to the linear trail corridor along a former railroad bed. The property is a green buffer to the trail and it will add to the green space node along the Interurban Trail corridor that Pacific established last year through the purchase of the former Hatch property, which is nearby on Milwaukee Creek. Pacific intends to remove the non-native vegetation that currently covers the Omer property, and it will create a small wetland as mitigation for the construction of a segment of the Interurban Trail south of 3rd Avenue SE. Pacific also intends to enhance the creek channel, including planting shade trees, to benefit water quality and restore habitat for salmon species that have historically spawned in the creek. The owner is a willing seller who has contacted Pacific regarding sale of the property. Pacific has matching funds available through city park impact fees and the city storm water fund. 


Renton - May Creek – Fawcett Property   	        (revised) 	$ 738,500	 $ 450,000
Recommendation:  This project will acquire a linear 5.73-acre parcel containing a portion of May Creek, located between Jones Avenue NE and the west side of Interstate 405 in north Renton. This woodland property is the entranceway into the lower May Creek valley from Interstate 405 Exit 7, and it will provide a critical missing link in the May Creek Trail as it leaves the valley along Jones Avenue NE and turns west to pass under an existing highway bridge passageway under I-405. The creek also passes under the bridge, continuing with the trail westward to the former Burlington Northern rail line, along which King County is creating the East Side Regional Trail corridor. The regional trail will run from Renton north through the east side cities of Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond and Woodinville, up into Snohomish County. The May Creek system is a multi-agency trail corridor that is also owned in portions by King County and the City of Newcastle. It is a green separator between Renton and Newcastle, and it is a scenic corridor that is visible from I-405. May Creek is habitat for coho salmon and Lake Washington cutthroat trout, and it is an urban wildlife corridor. Renton has recently purchased this property in April, 2015, and it is seeking reimbursement for up to $738,500, which is an increase from the original application request amount of $694,334 that Renton submitted in its original application. The request was revised by Renton after the original application date, based on updated property appraisal information for the donated property, whose value will serve as a significant part of the match requirement for this application. The property is located at an entranceway to the May Creek Trail system, which will run continuously between it and the match property. 


Snoqualmie - Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach     		$ 1,304,000	$ 150,000
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel project with a goal of acquiring one or more properties that will contribute to a passive riverfront park on the Snoqualmie River in Snoqualmie. It is located between SE Northern Street and SE Fir Street, and from SE River Street to King County’s Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail. The project provides a link between Snoqualmie’s historic downtown and rail museum, with the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail at the southern end. The properties within in the project scope contain Snoqualmie River habitat, and there is habitat restoration potential on those properties. Many of them contain invasive blackberry along the river’s edge, and Snoqualmie is working with the King Conservation District (KCD) to conduct site restoration along the river. Over the past eight years King County has provided several rounds of CFT funding for this project, over $1,000,000 including this year’s recommended funding, and King County Flood Control District (KCFCD) has contributed several million dollars to purchase flood-prone homes in the 100-year floodway that are prone to repeated flooding. The project has attained a significant degree of success from its inception, and the completion of the project can readily be envisioned from a current viewing of the acquisition map. The first priorities for acquisition are located on SE Park Street and on Park Avenue SE, and  labeled “Tier 1” on the application map. There currently are three identified willing sellers for, which the recommended funding will not be sufficient. This recommended funding will help the project make more progress, and it can help leverage other city, county and state funding.

Woodinville - Little Bear Creek				$ 57,500	$ 57,500
		Recommendation:  This project will acquire a 2.3-acre parcel along Little Bear Creek, south of State Route 509 at 134th Avenue NE in Woodinville. The property is adjacent to a city-owned natural area to the east, across 134th Avenue NE. Woodinville plans to build a trail through the natural area along the creek, connecting to the Sammamish Slough and Woodinville High School, and then continuing on to the Snohomish County line. The property is currently undeveloped, partially cleared, and partially covered with non-native invasive blackberry. Woodinville intends to restore the property and improve the riparian habitat for resident salmonid species, including chinook, coho, sockeye and kokanee. Woodinville intends to remove an existing bridge and to replace a culvert that impedes fish page under 134th Avenue NE. The bridge would be replaced by a more fish-friendly pedestrian bridge that would be intended to serve trail users, with a one lane passage for park/trail maintenance vehicles, but not general public car, truck, or motorcycle traffic. The property is adjacent to a ¼-acre property that contains a towing business, for which Woodinville received CFT funds in 2014. The towing business rents the small property, and it is a “grandfathered”, non-conforming use that would not otherwise be allowed under current zoning. Woodinville would still like to purchase the ¼ acre property, but the 2.3-acre property in this application would allow it to complete the trail connection. The 2.3-acre property is owned by the State Department of Transportation, which will sell the site as surplus to its needs, and it is a willing seller. In addition to the trail connection and habitat restoration potential, the Committee feels that an important secondary benefit of this proposed acquisition be the fish passage benefits derived from bridge replacement and culvert removal, should both properties ultimately be purchased. 

SEATTLE 

Seattle – First Hill Urban Center Village  			$ 1,000,000	$ 1,000,000
Recommendation:  This project has a goal of acquiring a .5-acre urban greenspace in the First Hill Urban Center, as part of a creative partnership between the Seattle Parks Department and the Plymouth Housing Group. The site is located on Madison Avenue, just west of Broadway. It is directly across the street from Swedish Medical Center, and kitty-corner to the Seattle University campus. This is a high density urban neighborhood with a high level of pedestrian traffic. The site is currently developed with a small retail building and a below-street-grade parking garage. The retail building would be removed, although the parking structure may not be removed to keep the public green space at street level on Madison Avenue. The vision is to construct new affordable housing for formerly homeless residents, with a highly visible public open space facing Madison Avenue. First Hill is one of five designated Urban Center Villages within Seattle’s Downtown Urban Center, for which Seattle Parks has conducted a lengthy park planning process. The results of the process for First Hill show a shortage of open space that should be met through the acquisition of several small open spaces throughout the neighborhood. Seattle has been attempting to secure additional open space in the First Hill neighborhood for the past several years, and it has been working with the local community, but thus far it has been unsuccessful in acquiring a site. CFT funds were previously allocated in 2009 for the purchase of open space in the First Hill neighborhood, but after a lack of success the funds were reallocated two years ago to another Seattle project with a funding shortfall. Seattle Parks is working with the Plymouth Housing Group, a non-profit housing provider for low-income residents, to secure a site owned by Sound Transit, which was purchased years ago for a potential bus tunnel stop that is now surplus to sound transit’s needs. Seattle has matching funds available from its 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Levy. This will be an expensive site that may require additional funds. Seattle has a good track record on this type of project, and this level of funding will allow it to move forward with a strong chance of success.

Seattle – Greenwood/Phinney Ridge Urban Village  (revised) 	 $ 850,000	$ 850,000
Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of a .25-acre property that will double the size of the Greenwood/Phinney Park, which is currently being established on Greenwood Avenue at N 81st Street, in the Greenwood/Phinney Ridge Urban Village. The new park is located directly across North 81st Street from the Greenwood Library along the pedestrian-friendly commercial storefronts on Greenwood Avenue. The site is currently part of a small commercial site with parking, adjacent to a property that was previously funded with CFT and is also part of the new park. The Greenwood/Phinney Ridge Urban Village is experiencing significant residential growth, with many single-family houses being converted into multiple-family buildings and townhomes. The area on either side of Greenwood Avenue in particular is not well-serve with parks and open space, according to the 2011 “Updated Gap Report” Appendix in Seattle’s Parks and Recreation Development Plan from 2011. This park will help meet that need and make a positive, significant, and visible contribution to the center of this growing community. After the application deadline and based on a signed deal, Seattle requested an increase of its original funding request for this project by $50,000, up to $850,000, and it has reduced the estimated funding need for two other projects, Thornton Creek and the West Duwamish Greenbelt, by $25,000 each. 
 
Seattle – North Rainier Urban Village   			$ 300,000	$ 300,000
Recommendation:  This is a project with a concept of acquiring approximately .25-acres of open space in the North Rainier Hub Urban Village, adjacent or close to the Sound Transit light rail station at the intersection of Martin Luther King Boulevard and North Rainier Avenue. It is also directly across from Franklin High School. The light rail station is situated in a community that is underserved with open space, and locating an open space site at the transit center link will help make it more pedestrian-friendly. Seattle Parks feels that it will be a good sign to the community that the city is working to find high-priority open space that will serve many residents on a daily basis. The exact site location will be determined through a road planning effort in the area that may lead to the separation of Martin Luther King Boulevard and Rainier Avenue to relieve a congested intersection. Depending on the final site configuration, Seattle may seek future additional funding for this project. The commitment of CFT funds to the project at this stage will help ensure that a new park is included in the broader site planning efforts as they move forward.

Seattle - Thornton Creek Natural Area 	         (revised)	$ 200,000	$ 200,000
Recommendation:  This project will acquire a key .35-acre addition to the Thornton Creek Natural Area at 35th Avenue NE near 33rd Place NE, in North Seattle. Thornton Creek runs through the property, which has willows, deciduous, and fir trees that contribute to a larger two-acre wooded protected natural area. There is an older house on the property that is in poor condition and will be removed. The resulting property will provide better access to the existing open space for area residents, as the other properties have steeper slopes between 35th Avenue NE and the creek. The acquisition will also contribute to the trail system along much of Thornton Creek that Seattle Parks has been working to create for the past twenty-five years. The project supports the long term goals of the Thornton Creek Master Plan (2000), developed by Seattle Public Utilities (SPU). The Thornton Creek Alliance has worked to restore the properties directly to the south. Seattle has a verbal agreement with the owner to purchase the property, and there are available matching funds from the 2008 Parks and Green Spaces levy. Based on updated property value information, Seattle Parks revised its CFT funding request to ask for a slightly reduced amount for this project, and it increased its request for the Greenwood/Phinney project, which has a signed deal that exceeded the original acquisition estimate. Seattle’s efforts over the years have greatly improved the water and habitat quality of Thornton Creek. 
  
Seattle – West Duwamish Greenbelt   		       (revised)	$ 425,000	$ 425,000
Recommendation:  The West Duwamish Greenbelt project is located in West Seattle, east of Marginal Way at 16th Avenue SW. The project will acquire an inholding in the greenbelt that contains a large house and driveway. The property is .35 acres in size, and it is situated completely within an existing larger area of city park ownership in the greenbelt. Seattle Parks has been working with volunteers, in coordination with the non-profit group Forterra, to restore and improve the native woodland habitat in the greenbelt immediately adjacent to the property proposed for acquisition. The house will be removed and the property will be restored to a natural setting. This project will help remove a maintenance headache for the city, and it will improve the natural integrity of the greenbelt. The West Duwamish Greenbelt is a scenic amenity that is visible from much of downtown Seattle and Interstate 5, and in turn the site offers views of the Duwamish ship canal. The greenbelt is also a natural separator between the Duwamish and the Delridge neighborhood. Seattle revised its funding request for this property after the application deadline, indicating that it has a reduced need for $ 425,00 in CFT funds. 
\


KING COUNTY   

Snoqualmie Watershed

King County - Emerald Necklace/Soaring Eagle Addition      CFT: $ 750,000  	$ 0
              Parks Levy: $ 750,000		$ 0
Recommendation:  This project has a goal of acquiring three woodland parcels totaling 60 acres, located on the northern Sammamish Plateau north of Soaring Eagle Park. King County is working with the City of Sammamish to complete a 28-mile loop trail that circumnavigates Sammamish and some of the unincorporated area to the east. The goal of this project is to provide for a trail link towards Sammamish’s Evans Creek Preserve near State Route 202. Last year King County provided $25,000 in Parks Levy funds to this effort for acquisition feasibility work, primarily for title, appraisal and initial landowner discussions. Three parcels were identified in this year’s application. They are part of a larger, 160-acre property with one owner, which is divided in to eight 20-acre lots that border the entire northern boundary of Soaring Eagle Park. These 160 acres are part of the  headwaters for Patterson Creek, which has coho and chinook habitat, and is high quality wildlife habitat that is typical of mature second growth forests in the western Puget Sound region. Upland species include eagle, bobcat, and barred owl, and migratory songbirds, plus amphibians that include red-legged frog, and Pacific Giant salamander, which are Species of Local Importance as designated by King County Comprehensive Plan policy E-436. While the current application is focused on the three western parcels that are needed to make a trail connection, preservation of the larger tract of 160 acres to preserve a larger habitat block is also a longer-term goal. The Issaquah Alps Trail Club and Sammamish Friends, Sammamish Walks and Sammamish Wildlife Habitat are supporters of the emerald necklace trail and this year’s application. The owner of the property has indicated through a representative that the sale of the property is scalable and could be phased over time, and thus  King County’s request. The Committee remains favorable to this project, however, there are many applications this year and $3.5 million in public funds are currently being expended just one quarter-mile away to secure 120 acres of the 160-acre State DNR property that is also in the Patterson Creek headwaters. There is strong city of Sammamish support for this King County portion of the trail and the Committee encourages the city to make every effort to continue its participation, including future partnerships on CFT funding applications. One additional possible funding source for this project is the revolved proceeds from potential future sale of TDRs that are being purchased from the State DNR property and will be sold into Sammamish, under King County’s signed TDR interlocal agreement with the Sammamish.  


King County - Griffin Creek Natural Area		CFT:  $ 73,000 	$ 46,000
		 Parks Levy:  $ 73,000 	$ 100,000  
Recommendation:  This is a multiple-year, multiple-parcel project with a goal of acquiring several smaller parcels on Griffin Creek that are inholdings in King County’s Griffin Creek Natural Area. This year King County WLRD is requesting funding for a vacant 1.67-acre parcel on East Griffin Creek Road NE that has similar high-quality riparian and floodplain habitat to other recently-acquired properties in the 52-acre Griffin Creek Natural Area. Three is very little residential development in the Griffin Creek basin, because most of it is located within the King County Forest Production District (FPD) within in the Snoqualmie Tree Farm, which is permanently protected from development by a King County conservation easement. Consequently, there is an opportunity to protect most of the system from development. Griffin Creek produces more coho (20%) than any other basin in the Snohomish/Snoqualmie watershed, as identified by the Snohomish River Basin Salmon Conservation Plan and the WRIA 7 three-year work plan. It is also high quality chinook and steelhead spawning habitat and it has recently been designated as critical habitat in the N.O.A.A.-proposed designated areas for steelhead recovery. The property is also located in a forested area that is habitat for wildlife, including cougar, black bear, western tanager, Pacific slope and olive-sided flycatcher, long-toed and Pacific salamander, red-legged frog and much more. Part of the property away from the creek has been cleared, and King County will work with its volunteer restoration partners to replant and restore the site. The owner of this property has contacted King County and offered to sell it for conservation purposes, and an adjacent owner has also recently offered to do the same. The ratio of recommended CFT and Parks Levy funding for this project, as with several others this year, reflects the higher availability of King County Parks Levy funds this year relative to available CFT funds for King County projects.  


King County - Middle Fork Snoqualmie N. A. Addition   CFT:  $ 200,000   	           $ 0
       Parks Levy:  $ 25,000	$ 225,000
Recommendation:  The Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Area Addition project will purchase an 80-acre conservation easement surrounding the trailhead area for the Mailbox Peak Trail, which is located on the SE Lake Dorothy Road east of North Bend. This project is being conducted in partnership with the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (State DNR), whereby State DNR will own the underlying fee simple property and King County will own a development rights conservation easement. TDRs from the site are eligible to be transferred into Bellevue. The property is situated in between State DNR’s Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural Resources Conservation Area (NRCA) and King County’s Middle Fork Natural Area, and booth agencies have been working for several years to find funding to protect it from development. The forested Middle Fork Snoqualmie valley is one of King County’s most scenic areas for hiking and river paddling. Development of the area around the trailhead would significantly diminish the experience of visiting the area. Wildlife species in the area include bobcat, black bear, cougar, pileated woodpecker, eagle, bull trout, and numerous deep-woods, higher elevation migratory songbirds species like hermit thrush. With the recent paving of the Lake Dorothy Road, car access is easier and this adds to the lingering development pressure that remains in the Mid-Fork valley. The project is supported by Washington Trails, the Mid-Fork Coalition, the Mountains-to-Sound Greenway Trust, and other groups. The recommended funding will complement previous CFT funding the project has previously received, and it should be sufficient to complete King County’s contribution to the transaction. The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is negotiating with the landowner on behalf of State DNR and King County, and it is optimistic of a deal this year. 


King County - Mitchell Hill Forest Additions  	 CFT:	$ 750,000  	           $ 0
   Parks Levy: 	$ 750,000	$ 900,000
Recommendation:  The Mitchell Hill Forest Additions project has an overall goal of adding 
multiple properties to link together a wildlife habitat and trail corridor in the Mitchel Hill area. It is part of King County’s broader 2,000-acre Duthie Hill/Grand Ridge/Mitchell Hill/Preston Ridge forest complex, which is located about a half hour east of Seattle in the Mountains to Sound Greenway. Mitchell Hill is situated on the north side of Interstate 90, northwest the unincorporated King County Preston community. King County has made several allocations for the purchase of property in this area over the past decade and this request is another step in this longer-term effort. In the application King County identified 23 parcels totaling 264 acres, however, the top priority is a set of four contiguous parcels totaling 76 acres. These parcels have two landowners, from whom King County was unable to purchase the properties about a decade ago. The four priority parcels connect King County’s Mitchell Hill Forest with a large block of forest land owned by State DNR on the north side of Mitchell Hill. They are second growth forest that is important habitat for upland species, and they are part of the King County Wildlife Habitat Network that is identified in the King County Comprehensive Plan. Species include black bear, cougar and approximately 80 species of resident birds that are found on Mitchell Hill and Grand Ridge. The four properties are also in the headwaters of Patterson Creek, which is coho and chinook habitat. The two owners have recently contacted King County Parks through a representative, and they are now intending to sell the properties, however, the properties will likely have a combined appraised value well in excess of one million dollars. This project received a total of 
$850,000 in CFT and Parks Levy funding last year for the purchase of an 80-acre property on Mitchell Hill owned by the King County Roads Division, which must sell it as surplus to its needs. That property has not yet been purchased by King County Parks, and it could wait another year if necessary. The four-parcel, 76-acre area that is the focus of this year’s application is a critical linkage in Mitchell Hill public ownership, and the Committee is recommending a significant level of funding, the second-most of any King County project this year. This allocation could be combined with the funding from last year to allow for the purchase of the entire 76 acres. Should King County be unable to reach an agreement with one of the owners, as a backup it should proceed with the purchase of the King County Roads Division property with the remaining available funds.   

King County – Snoqualmie at Fall City/Raging River 	    CFT: $ 750,000 	   $ 320,000
                   (Revised request of $800,000 overall)    Parks Levy: $ 750,000 	   $ 480,000  
	Recommendation: This multiple-parcel project has an overall target of acquiring approximately 207 acres in the alluvial confluence area of the Snoqualmie River and the Raging River, near the unincorporated King County community of Fall City. It is the other “bookend” on the Raging River to the 2009 acquisition and permanent protection of several thousand acres of the forested headwaters, including the expenditure of over $20 million by the State of Washington DNR and $3 million in King County CFT funds. This application is in partnership with the King County Flood Control District, which seeks to implement of floodplain restoration projects identified in the Snohomish River Basin Salmon Conservation Plan and the King County Flood Hazard Reduction Plan. The project encompasses almost two miles of riverfront on the Snoqualmie River, in an area that contains one of King County’s top two spawning habitat areas for chinook, which are federally listed as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). While the primary purpose of the project is to improve and restore chinook habitat and floodplain functions, it is a multi-objective proposal that also envisions passive recreation for activities like fishing, or a put-in for canoes, kayaks, and other person-powered watercraft, and the site will also have limited agricultural use, likely in area of higher elevation away from the floodplain and not needed for salmon habitat restoration and buffers on the Raging or Snoqualmie Rivers. This river confluence area is also an important scenic asset for the Snoqualmie Valley, as it is located at a main gateway to the valley for people accessing it from I-90 via the Preston- Fall City Road. The first priority for acquisition in this year’s funding request is the purchase of a portion of the multiple-parcel, 158-acre Twin Cities Golf Course, which is located along both the Snoqualmie River and the lower Raging River at Fall City. The Raging River is very narrowly constrained by rock levees on either side as it passes through Fall City, which has severely damaged the historic chinook spawning habitat of the lower Raging River. The purchase of some or all of the golf course will allow for the river to re-connect with its geologically historic alluvial floodplain where it meets the Snoqualmie River. The King County Flood Control District (FCD) levee along the Snoqualmie River will be modified and some of it partially removed to re-connect the Snoqualmie with its historic floodplain. This action will help reduce flooding upriver and in Fall City by increasing floodplain water storage capacity. The removal of the rock levee on the golf course side of the Raging River will help re-establish the alluvial area of the Raging River, and restore severely damaged salmon habitat. The other potential multi-objective uses of the area should be done in a way that does not preclude maximizing the habitat benefit for chinook and other salmonid species, or protecting water quality. For example, agriculture may be appropriate on portions of the site but should not require flood control structures that restrain the river. The restoration of riverine habitat for non-salmonid wildlife habitat is also an important benefit of this project. The portion of the site that will ultimately be restored for improved ecological functions may also be eligible for funding from the King County Mitigation Reserves Program, although there are no specific plans to do so at this time. The development rights from the property may be used in the TDR program for re-sale into a participating city. Within this context, this project supports King County’s Fish Farm and Flood Process. The first phase of the project is the acquisition of 22 acres containing an RV campground along the Snoqualmie River. The second phase will purchase additional parcels, as funding allows. The application identifies just over $3 million in probable matching funds for this project, however, after the application was submitted additional matching funds of $2.4 million in funding from the Floodplain by Design program, $1.7 million in a pending FCD reallocation from the King County Flood Control District, and a possible contribution of $500,000 from either the King County TDR program or Farmland Preservation Program were identified, leaving a remaining funding need of $800,000. The intent with this funding is to purchase the entire golf course, not including the house on the course. The recommended funding will meet this need and enable this regionally significant project to proceed, as it is the most important land acquisition King County can make towards restoring the hydrologic integrity and chinook habitat of the Raging River Watershed.   

King County - Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Partnership   CFT:  $ 277,500              $ 0
                Parks Levy:     $ 52,500     $ 210,000
Recommendation:  This is a partnership project between the King County Parks Division and the State DNR to provide trailhead and additional trail access to public lands on Rattlesnake Mountain and Tiger Mountain currently owned by the two agencies. This project received $225,000 in Parks Levy funding last year. The first priority parcels are properties located off of I-90 Exit 31, at the end of 445th Way SE, south of I-90 and west of North Bend. I-90 hiking trailheads have increasingly become filled to over-capacity from the late spring through the early fall. In the Exit 31 area there are three parcels at the end of 445th Way, one parcel on the west side of an important wildlife undercrossing on I-90, and one small parcel on the east side of I-90 adjacent to a wooded part of King County’s Tollgate Farm, which is part of a wildlife corridor between Rattlesnake Mountain and the Upper Snoqualmie Valley. The properties are part of the scenic corridor in the Mountains to Sound Greenway below Rattlesnake Mountain. King County is working with the Trust for Public Land (TPL), which has options (subject to appraisal) to purchase some of the properties. The options extend until early 2016. TDRs acquired from the properties would be used by the King County TDR Program for sale into the City of Bellevue. A second priority is an inholding property at I-90 Exit 20, at the Tiger Mountain trailhead at highpoint. This property has been a longstanding acquisition priority for King County and State DNR, but the landowner has been unwilling to sell until recently. This project is of regional significance, because it provides trail access to a regionally important open space resource.

King County - South Fork Skykomish/Tye/Foss        CFT:    	$ 540,500  	$ 200,000
Parks Levy: 	$ 540,500	$ 881,000
Recommendation:  This project will begin to acquire lands important for habitat conservation and outdoor passive recreation along a portion of a 12-mile corridor in the South Fork Skykomish River basin. The overall project area is located along and near US Highway 2, near the City of Skykomish, and it includes the area to the east at the confluence of the Tye and Foss Rivers. The Skykomish Vision was initiated by the nonprofit group Forterra, and it includes the City of Skykomish, King County, the United States Forest Service (USFS), and other agencies. The goal is to improve the Skykomish area’s potential as an outdoor recreation destination for the population centers of Puget Sound. The vision also would better protect the South Fork Skykomish River and its tributaries, which have some of the best salmon habitat for threatened chinook and coho in WRIA 7. In 2014 the King County Council passed a Motion supporting the Skykomish Valley Economic Development, Recreation, and Natural Resource Conservation Initiative, with objectives and vision for this area. Last year King County allocated $100,000 in 2015 CFT and Parks Levy funding to get appraisals on potential acquisition sites as it evaluates how it can best serve the area. Prior to that funding, only one other CFT acquisition project has occurred on the Skykomish (in 2011), and the distribution of CFT and Parks Levy funding over time is an important consideration when considering the Skykomish area. The area is within the scenic Stevens Pass Greenway along State Route 2, making it an important regional asset. Having conducted a property survey, King County and Forterra have identified an important 3-parcel, 75-acre forested property, located just west of where the Foss River Road NE intersects the confluence of the Tye and Foss Rivers, and where those rivers combine to form the South Fork of the Skykomish River. The properties are mature second growth forest that contains high quality upland and riparian habitat. The owner has active plans to harvest the timber on the site next year, but is willing to sell the property at fair market value. A similar timber harvest just a few miles away at the confluence of the Beckler and Snoqualmie Rivers left minimal required buffers on the rivers and eliminated a quality forest habitat resource for decades to come. In addition to habitat protection, acquisition of the properties could provide river access for kaykers, rafters, and canoeists, two mile upstream of Skykomish. Forterra has stated that it may be able to acquire the site on a short-term basis, hold it, and then re-sell it to King County after the funds are secured by the county. The Committee feels this is an important, regionally significant project and it has recommended that it receive the highest amount of funding for any project that was submitted this year.  

King County - Tolt River Natural Area 	CFT:  	$ 100,000	$   40,000
	Parks Levy:   	$ 100,000	$ 100,000
	Recommendation:  The Tolt River Natural Area project is a multiple-parcel, multiple-year effort to protect and restore riparian habitat and provide appropriate passive-use public access to the Tolt River corridor, east of the City of Carnation. The Tolt River has over 20% of the spawning habitat in the Snoqualmie River watershed for chinook, an ESA-listed threatened species. This acquisition project is identified the WRIA 7 Three-Year Work Plan and the NOAA-approved Puget Sound Recovery Plan. King County has made excellent progress with its acquisition program along the Tolt in recent years, and the project has received a Bravo award from the State RCO, the first time it gave the award to a salmon recovery project. This year’s application identifies nine parcels totaling 13 acres, with one parcel in the San Souci reach of the Tolt River as the highest priority. After all of the remaining residents in the San Souci reach have moved, the goal is to remove the levee, which was not legally permitted or constructed, and to restore the area behind the channels to allow the river to flow and migrate freely. No properties will be acquired north of the San Souci reach until after the completion of the Tolt River Corridor Study. The King County WLRD is partnering with the King County River and Floodplain Section, in these property purchases to restore the natural river channel. In addition to improving public safety, there will be more spawning gravels for Chinook, steelhead and bull trout in the wider river channel area. The Tolt River is also high quality wildlife habitat for cougar and bobcat, black bear, deer and elk, and avian species ranging from common merganser to eagles and osprey, to kingfisher and American dipper, warblers and flycatchers, and more. There are also amphibians that include red-legged frog and giant pacific salamander. Parks Levy funds are an important component to this project to allow for appropriate passive river access. The Committee recognizes and supports the longer-term opportunity to restore and protect the entire Tolt River corridor from its headwaters in the City of Seattle Watershed to the confluence with the Snoqualmie River in Carnation.  

Cedar/Lake Washington Watershed

King County - Bear Creek Waterways              	      CFT:  	$ 800,000	$ 200,000
	 Parks Levy: 	$ 810,000	$ 600,000
Recommendation:  King County’s salmon habitat protection measures on Bear Creek extend back over two and one half decades. Numerous properties along the creek, from its endpoint in Redmond at the Sammamish Slough to its headwaters in Snohomish County, have been permanently protected from development. Many of these properties have been restored with the help of local volunteers and the non-profit stewardship group Water Tenders. There are three main acquisitions proposed for funding this year, and all of these properties connect to, or consolidate, publicly-owned natural areas. The first priority is a two-parcel, 27-acre undeveloped property that is primarily riparian habitat and wetland, with a small pond located in the center. This property provides important surface and groundwater buffering to protect the water quality of the creek. It is also joined by public open space ownership by Redmond and King County on three sides, and it is bordered by Novelty Hill Road to the north. This property will reduce development pressure from the direction of Redmond towards the east. The wetland habitat on the property also provides high quality songbird habitat. There is a willing seller, who has approached King County about possible purchase of his property. The second priority property in the application is a three acre site on Bear Creek that is owned by the Little Bit riding stables, and is not needed by them for their operation. This property helps fill a gap in public ownership on Bear Creek that would allow for better and more continuous property management on the creek. The property offers a good opportunity for habitat restoration as well. There is potential to develop a house on a portion of the site near Avondale Road, but the stables have no immediate plans to sell the property, so it is of lower priority for funding this year. The third priority property area in the application is in upper Bear Creek, east of Paradise Lake Road. It is part of a larger ownership for which King County has funded the purchase of 40 acres of conservation easements in the past three years. There is approximately 50 acres of conservation easement left to purchase there, but the earlier purchase of 40 acres of easement has helped the owner’s financial situation and reduces the urgency to fund the purchase of the remaining easement area this year. Overall, this project is a WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan priority. Given the demand for funds this year, the recommended funding will cover the expected costs for the first priority 27-acre property on Novelty Hill Road near Avondale Road. 

King County – Cold Creek Natural Area               	      CFT:  	$ 222,500	  $ 82,000
	 Parks Levy: 	$ 272,500	$ 193,000
Recommendation:  This project has a goal of acquiring one and one half parcels totaling up to 11.8 acres along Cottage Lake Creek at its outlet from Cottage Lake. The properties are located adjacent (to the east) of King County’s Cold Creek Natural Area, which contains the confluence Cold Creek and Cottage Lake Creek. Acquisition of these properties would protect the north side of a 1,500 foot riparian corridor and help preserve water quality in the Bear Creek system. Cottage Lake Creek has active Beaver dams that impact the level of Cottage Lake, and one element of King County ownership of the properties would be to better manage the beaver dam activity to control the lake level. There are wetlands along the creek that are habitat for wildlife and avian species. The properties in the project are designated for acquisition in the WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan as a Tier 1 project, and they will also provide limited access for public interpretive opportunities. This project received 2014 funding to allow King County to pursue appraisals and begin discussions with the owners. The owner of the easterly, 5.8-acre parcel is a willing seller, and funding is recommended that should be adequate for the purchase of that property. Both properties are important, and King County will apply for funding for that property in the future when the owner of the other parcel is ready to sell the property. 


King County - Cougar-Squak Corridor Addition       CFT:     $ 457,500	           $ 0
	  Parks Levy:     $ 433,500	$ 500,000 
Recommendation:  This project will acquire the eastern half of a 5.6-acre property on the southwest side of Squak Mountain to secure a scenic viewpoint for the hiking trail system on the mountain. The project is located on 198th Avenue SE. Over the past two years King County funded a six-parcel, 216-acre acquisition project on southwest Squak Mountain near State Route 900 (the Renton-Issaquah Road). It is an important second growth forest with headwaters of May Creek, and it is a critical connection between King County’s Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park and Squak Mountain State Park. Cougar Mountain and Squak Mountain have some of the highest biodiversity in King County. The property in this application is adjacent to last year’s acquisition area, and it complements that acquisition with spectacular views of Puget Sound and the Olympic Mountains. This viewpoint property will be a destination for trail users on the Squak Mountain trail system. Trails in the Issaquah Alps and Cougar Mountain get high use, and this will be a well visited site. There is a large house and garage on the eastern portion of the 5.6-acre property that will not be acquired by King County. Given the importance of this property for trail users, it is appropriate to fund it fully with Parks Levy funds, given the demand for CFT funds from many other city and County projects. There is strong public support for this acquisition from the Issaquah Alps Club and the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust.


King County – Eastside Rail Corridor	 CFT:                $ 0	           $ 0
	 Parks Levy:     $ 500,000	           $ 0 
Recommendation:  The Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) is a 42 mile-long former rail line that travels from Renton north through Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville, and into southern Snohomish County. Some of the cities have acquired portions of the corridor in their respective jurisdictions, and King County has acquired 15.6 miles of the corridor between Renton and Woodinville, plus an additional 3.9 miles of trail easement. Back in in 2007 this corridor received its first funding ($2.5 million) from King County Conservation Futures for the purchase of a trail easement along the corridor. The jurisdictions along the corridor are working together to develop the corridor with multi-use objectives, including trail, transit, rail, and utility uses. The State of Washington Department of Transportation (WSDOT) removed the rail bridge crossing Interstate 405 in the Wilburton area of Bellevue, and the project in this year’s application would purchase property along 118th Avenue SE, about one mile north of Interstate 90, as the site for accessing the trail and reconstructing a new bridge across I-405. The new bridge may also allow for the re-establishment of a crossing for wildlife traveling along the wooded buffers of the I-405 corridor in the Wilburton area, which the old bridge is reported to have provided. The Committee feels that the ERC is an important regional asset and that its development into a viable trail corridor is a high priority for the region. It has not recommended funding for this acquisition this year, because there is still more work to be done defining the property needs for the bridge project. There is also a need to work with the landowner to evaluate his options and interest in selling either a portion, or all, of his property. There is an active paving business located on the site and how that will be accommodated may take time to accomplish. It is not clear that the owner will in the end be willing to sell the property, and the Committee recommends that more progress be made with the owner before funding this project.


King County - Issaquah Creek Conservation	 CFT:  $ 175,000 	$ 112,500
	   Parks Levy:  $ 200,000	$ 262,500
	Recommendation:  The King County Issaquah Creek Conservation project is a multiple-parcel, multi-year project to acquire fee simple property and conservation easements along Issaquah Creek and its tributaries in unincorporated King County, south of the City of Issaquah. The primary goal of the overall project is to preserve and restore wild salmon habitat and protect water quality in Issaquah Creek, which provides approximately 85% of the surface water flowing into Lake Sammamish, King County’s second largest lake. Lake Sammamish State Park, which contains the outlet of Issaquah Creek into the lake, is historically the second-most visited state park, and it has a popular swimming beach that requires safe water quality. Issaquah Creek is also an important wildlife corridor between Squak and Tiger Mountains, and Taylor Mountain Forest. The broader effort to protect Issaquah Creek’s historic salmon runs received a major boost two years ago from the removal of the intake dam for the Issaquah Hatchery, which severely restricted wild salmon species from former spawning grounds in the middle and upper basin of Issaquah Creek. Within one year there have been reports of large numbers of salmon, including large chinook and coho, migrating upstream. With the re-connection of several miles of spawning habitat on Issaquah Creek, this project has taken on an added importance. The property identified in this year’s funding request is 8.2 acres, with second-growth forest that includes Sitka spruce, and wetland habitat. The property has a small tributary to Issaquah Creek with a beaver pond that does not impact nearby landowners, due to the adjacent topography. The site is habitat for migratory and other woodland avian species, and for upland wildlife. The acquisition of this property will have a significant added benefit, because it connects to a 20-acre forested property currently owned by the State DNR that currently lacks road access, but will be transferred to King County after the county purchases this 8.2 acre site. King County would not be willing to acquire the 20-acre DNR property without this access, so this acquisition will leverage additional high quality habitat that also contains the small tributary to Issaquah Creek. There is a willing seller and this recommended allocation should be sufficient to fund the acquisition.  

King County - Taylor Mountain Forest Addition	  CFT:  $ 62,500 	         $ 0
	   Parks Levy:  $ 62,500	$ 62,000
	Recommendation:  The purchase of the 1700-acre Taylor Mountain Forest almost two decades ago preserved the headwaters of Issaquah Creek. There were a handful of remaining inholdings on Taylor Mountain that King County has since been working to acquire, and this project will purchase a 35.58-acre parcel on the northwest side of King County’s Taylor Mountain Forest, located on State Route 18 and adjacent to Tiger Mountain Sate Forest. This property contains a segment of Holder Creek and it is also part of King County WLRD’s target Issaquah Creek acquisition area. This proposal was forwarded by the King County Parks Division, which is more focused on securing about 1,000 feet of a currently-existing trail that is part of a larger loop trail system on Taylor Mountain. King County Parks also wishes to remove any remaining inholdings at Taylor Mountain Forest for improved overall management purposes. The property is part of a wildlife corridor along the creek between Taylor Mountain, Tiger Mountain, and the Issaquah Alps. It is also a scenic property within the State Route 18 viewshed. There is a willing seller, a construction company that used part of the site adjacent to State Route 18 to park vehicles used for road maintenance and construction projects, but it no longer needs the property and wishes to sell. 

King County – Wetland 14 Natural Area  	      CFT:  	$ 410,500	 $ 93,000
	 Parks Levy: 	$ 410,000         $ 192,000
Recommendation:  This project has two focus areas at the northern and southern ends of Spring Lake/Lake Desire Park in unincorporated King County, east of Renton. The first is a 15-acre inholding that is bordered on three sides by King County Parks ownership. It is adjacent to a pond and bog to the east, known as the Wetland 14 Natural Area, and to the west it is bordered by the McGarvey Park Open Space. This property has a long time landowner who is now willing to sell the property. It has shoreline on the pond, and the purchase of it would allow King County to restore the western portion of the 33-acre pond/bog complex. Access to the bog area is now limited, due in part to the security needs of the inholder. The second focus area is on the southern end of Spring Lake/Lake Desire. It has been a long term goal of King County to connect Spring Lake/Lake Desire Park, both ecologically and by trail, to the Peterson Lake Natural Area, and beyond to the Cedar River. Just after the deadline for this year’s funding round, King County amended its application for the project to include a five-acre property that provides the connection. It has become available through a bank foreclose process, and it must be purchased by King County in the nearer term. The property contains wetlands and a segment of Peterson Creek, which is salmonid species habitat. It is bordered on two sides by a 35-acre TDR permanent conservation easement, which was obtained through the owner enrolling in the TDR program without any CFT or Parks Levy funds. This easement will protect stream buffers and allow for trail access from Spring Lake/Lake Desire Park. The property has an uncompleted house that has never been occupied and will need to be demolished. The property also has a gravel road right-of-way that connects to 196th Avenue SE at Peterson Lake Natural Area. Given the demand for funds this year, the Committee feels it can only recommend funding for the purchase of the five-acre property at the southern end of Spring Lake/Lake Desire. The owner of the northern property who would like to sell the property to King County is willing wait another year, according to county staff.  

Green River Watershed

King County – Cedar Downs Addition 	   CFT:  $ 165,000	  $ 50,000
          		Parks Levy:  $ 165,000	$ 280,000
	Recommendation:  The Cedar Downs Addition project will acquire eight undeveloped acres of a ten-acre property as an addition to Cedar Downs/Cedar Creek Park. It is located on SE 248th Street in unincorporated King County, immediately north of Cedar Creek Park, and north of Covington. Cedar Creek Park is being transferred from Covington to King County, as it is outside of the city limits. The property is wooded and contains Cedar Creek, a tributary to Jenkins Creek, which lies within in the Green River Watershed. The Friends of Cedar Creek Park will work with King County Parks to develop a local trail system through the property, and the trails will connect to the Covington Highland Trail, a regional trail that is being planned to pass along the edge of Cedar Creek Park. The property is part of a ten-acre residential lot with a house, and the house and the two acres that surround it will be segregated off and not purchased as part of the park addition. The property to be acquired is second growth forest and the stream is coho habitat. There is also a significant forested wetland on the property. There is a motivated willing seller who would like to sell the eight acres at the end of the year.  

King County - Enumclaw Forested Foothills Trailhead   CFT:  $ 400,000	         $ 0
          		Parks Levy:  $ 400,000	         $ 0
	Recommendation:  The goal of the Enumclaw Forested Foothills project is to acquire a trailhead entry to the White River Forest in the Cascade Foothills, east of Enumclaw, and to provide on-site trail opportunities. The White River Forest is over 100,000 acres in size, with just under half of that, 43,000 acres, lying within King County. It was purchase by the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe in 2014, and the Tribe has signed a Statement of Shared Environmental Values with King County, stating their mutual intention to prevent urban sprawl, to prevent the loss of natural land cover, to support chinook recovery, and to meet Tribal and county climate change goals. Last year the Tribe gave a preliminary indication that it would continue to allow appropriate public access to the forest in the future. There was historic public access to the forest, for a fee, for hikers and equestrian trail users by the prior forest owners, Weyerhaeuser and Hancock Timber Resources. It is a priority for King County to provide a trailhead for access to the forest and King County has made partial allocations of Park Levy funds to this project three times previously, going back to 2010. King County has pursued negotiations for a three-parcel, 240-acre property located at 295th Place SE, northeast of Enumclaw, but it has not proven to be very well suited for the project purposes. This is due mainly to the available access, which is a substandard private road. The current equestrian trailer parking for access to the White River Forest is along the road shoulder on 440th Avenue SE, adjacent to a King County solid waste transfer station. King County Parks is working with its partner this effort, the Enumclaw Forested Foothills Recreation Association (EFFRA), and they have identified a high priority property nearby. The property is 155 acres and is located on 292nd Avenue NE, north of Enumclaw and just north of the 440th Avenue SE transfer station. It is forested and has existing trails and an access road. It is adjacent the White River Forest, and could provide access to the forest, but it is large enough that it could provide self-contained trails in its own right. There is a pond on the property, and a house that has been used for weddings in the past. It is not entirely clear whether this property would be used for equestrian trailer parking, or whether the existing parking along 440th Avenue SE would be retained. The owner of the property has indicated both an interest, but not a conclusive one, in selling the property, and it is unclear that there would be a reasonable likelihood of a sale in the immediate future. In last year’s funding allocation recommendation, the Committee recognized that it has been difficult to find a suitable trailhead site, and it strongly encouraged King County to develop a more solid proposal with a specific, agreed-upon site for this important project. King County and EFFRA have both been working diligently towards this end, but there is currently no reliable indication that a deal is likely to be made for this property in the coming year. Therefore, this project should return for funding when the owner’s intentions are confirmed and a sale price has been determined. It should be noted that the existing funds in the project could be used, if necessary, for the first phase of an acquisition if needed.   

King County – Lower Newaukum Creek	  CFT:  $ 990,000	$ 195,000
          		    Parks Levy:  $ 990,000	$ 455,000
	Recommendation:  The Lower Newaukum Creek project has a goal of acquiring and protecting habitat in the lower Newaukum Creek basin and at the creek’s confluence with the Green River near Whitney Bridge Park, south of Black Diamond. The project area includes the lower Newaukum Creek ravine, which is an important spawning area for fall chinook and steelhead, both of which are threatened species under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). The area above and below the confluence of Newaukum Creek and the Green River has been recognized for over two decades by King County as a high priority area for salmonid species conservation, because it is one of the two most significant chinook and steelhead habitat areas in the (WRIA 9) Green River Watershed. There are three vacant parcels on the Green River immediately west of 212th Way SE that are the first priority for acquisition for this project. They are key parcels in connecting and permanently preserving over 2,500 acres of forested State-owned park lands along the Green River Gorge to the east, with over 1,200 acres of conservation lands owned by King County along the Green River to the west. In addition to chinook and steelhead, the parcels are habitat for eagle, heron, pileated woodpecker, van Dyke’s salamander, cougar, bear, bobcat and it is also habitat for the North Rainier Elk herd, which is one of ten officially documented herds in the State and numbers range between 600 and 900 individuals. Protecting from development and restoring a habitat buffer on Green River is a top priority of this project. The parcel along 212th Way SE was recently listed for sale, and there is an urgent need for King County to secure it before it is sold for development. There is a habitat restoration opportunity on the vacant parcels along the Green River, while meadow or pasture land could be retained off the river and out of the restoration zones, on the order of a 200 foot setback that would be most beneficial to salmon.  

King County – Middle Newaukum/Big Spring Creek   CFT:  $ 385,000	  $ 50,000
          		   Parks Levy:  $ 385,000	$ 200,000
	Recommendation:   Since 2001, King County has been providing CFT funds to the City of Enumclaw and to King County WLRD for the acquisition of lands that allow for the restoration of Big Spring Creek and Newaukum Creek. The agencies have worked as partners on the project, though King County has been the most active in recent years in protecting and restoring the confluence of the creeks. Big Spring Creek, as its name implies, is spring fed and provides valuable cold water to the Newaukum creek system, benefitting salmon species that spawn in Newaukum Creek. This makes it the most significant tributary to Newaukum Creek on the Enumclaw Plateau. Trout Unlimited worked to have it classified as a habitat area in need of restoration in the 1990s, and King County WLRD has been working for over 15 years to try to restore the stream channel and riparian buffer to the creek. This year’s project funding will allow for an addition to the Big Spring /Newaukum Creek Natural Area, with a first priority being a five-acre property at the corner of 244th Avenue SE and SE 242nd Street, north of Enumclaw. The property is part of the core spring water source area that King County has previously invested in several times to assemble and protect. The broader project area has public access for interpretive uses and this property could potentially allow for such access, as it is partially upland and highly visible from the corner of 244th Avenue SE and SE 424th Street. This property and the adjacent natural area are part of a wildlife corridor on Big Spring and Newaukum Creeks, including nesting areas for raptors that help control rodent populations on the plateau that can negatively impact agricultural activities. The project area along Newaukum Creek is a community separator between the City of Enumclaw and the unincorporated King County Agricultural Production District (APD) to the north. There is a small house in poor condition on this property that will be removed, and the property is owned by a bank which acquired it through foreclosure and is a willing and motivated seller. There is an opportunity to restore part of the property in coordination with the house removal. The recommended funding should be sufficient to allow for acquisition of the property. 

King County – Re-Greening the Green	  CFT:  $ 250,000	$ 250,000
          		   Parks Levy:              $ 0	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-year project with a scope that extends along 17 miles of the Green River from the Auburn Narrows Natural Area east of Auburn, to Interstate 405 in Tukwila. The goal of the project is to purchase conservation easements over properties that will allow for the planting of tall trees, primarily deciduous species, to shade the water in the river. The shading will help keep the water temperature from rising and harming salmonid and other aquatic species, including threatened chinook and steelhead. This project supports the System-Wide Improvement Framework Project (SWIF), a broad based, multi-agency effort, and it is based on a sun/shade survey along this portion of the Green River conducted by the Muckleshoot Tribe. There are high resolution maps that identify specific sections of riverbank where no existing levees that would be impacted. There are other restoration funds available for this project, once easements have been purchased. The WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan identifies the need for improving salmon and wildlife habitat along the Green River, including significantly increasing shading of the river in the warm summer months. The Green River Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Water Quality Improvement Report (2011) determined that elevated summer water temperature in the Green River is highly stressful, and sometimes lethal, to salmonid species. The lack of shade on the river is a significant cause of the temperature rise. The project meets the direction of King County Council Motion 14305, which places a priority on the purchase of property rights for the purpose of riparian habitat preservation and restoration along the lower Green River, on the preservation of existing tree stands, and on allowing the planting of large trees to provide shade to the river. This project will require cooperation from the jurisdictions in the project area, and the recommended funding allocation will provide for a demonstration project opportunity to help inform and further this important effort in the future. 

King County – Soos Creek Park & Trail 		 CFT:	$ 275,000  	           $ 0	
  Parks Levy:    $ 275,000	$ 200,000
Recommendation:  This project will acquire property in the Soos Creek stream, wetland and floodplain corridor to extend the habitat corridor on the southern end of Soos Creek Park, and provide trail access connections in the central part of the park. The first priority is an approximately 43- acre habitat area that is directly north of a 21-acre “Berrydale Tree Farm” property that received CFT and Parks Levy funds last year and was acquired at the beginning of this year. The 43-acre site is located in unincorporated King County, immediately south of State Route 18, and it is split by the urban/rural boundary on the western boundary of Covington. The primary purpose for this acquisition is for habitat protection on Soos Creek, as the property is almost entirely wetland. Acquisition of this property will significantly leverage the habitat benefits of the 21-acre property that was purchased earlier this year. The property is owned by the Covington Water District and it is surplus to their needs. A six-acre portion of the property that contains a house will not be included in this acquisition, and it will be sold off by the Water District. This project is supported by the Friends of Soos Creek Park and the south county chapter of the Sierra Club, each of which has worked with King County Parks with planning, stewardship, interpretive education, and adopt-a-park activities in Soos Creek Park for over ten years. Other partners include the Middle Green River Coalition and the Rainier Audubon Society. This property is an urban separator between the City of Covington and unincorporated King County. Soos Creek is habitat for wild salmon species, though they have been impacted historically by suburban development in the creek’s headwaters. The funds recommended for this project are based on the current estimate of value for this property at $150,000. The second priority property identified in the application a trail easement over a 6.13-acre property on 156th Avenue SE, north of Covington. The purpose of this acquisition is to help provide a link between the Soos Creek Trail system and the Covington Highlands Trail, which connects to the Covington Trail system and King County’s regional trail system further to the east. This easement has an estimated overall cost of $50,000. 

White River Watershed 
King County - Boise Creek Restoration   	        CFT: 	$ 135,000   	  $ 135,000
   Parks Levy:             $ 0	             $ 0
Recommendation:  This project will continue the work begun last year to acquire conservation easements that allow for riparian habitat restoration on Boise Creek. This year’s allocation is for acquisition of an easement from the same farm property owner of a restoration easement area that received funding last year. The easement area identified for this year’s funding will be located along Boise Creek and the driveway into the farm, immediately to the west of 268th Avenue SE and south of Warner Avenue. The farm is just inside the Agricultural Production District (APD) on the southern edge of the Enumclaw city limits. Boise Creek holds one of two spring chinook runs in south Puget Sound, as well as coho, pink and sockeye salmon. It is one the two highest quality salmon bearing streams in the Puyallup/White River system, but much of it passes through farmland where it has been channelized and straightened, removing the natural pools, meanders, and side channels that are necessary to the salmon life cycle for spawning and juvenile rearing. The White River spring chinook run is listed as critical and the White River steelhead run is listed as depressed in a 2002 Washington State Fish and Wildlife (WDSW) Salmon Stock Inventory for the system. On the Committee’s field trip this spring, the applicant gave a brief tour of a completed habitat restoration project like the one being proposed, across the road and immediately upstream on Boise Creek. The results are impressive, and this year’s proposed project will dovetail nicely with it. The farmer who will sell King County the restoration easement supports the project, because it will move the creek and reduce flooding from a high value field of organic clover on the north side of the current creek channel. The project is supported by several plans, including the WRIA 10/WRIA 12 Salmon Habitat Protection and Restoration Strategy, the Boise Creek Rapid Rural Reconnaissance Report (2004), and others. Like the “Re-Greening the Green” project discussed previously in this report, Boise Creek suffers from high temperatures in the summer, when it has lower water levels. This is stressful and sometime lethal to salmonid species, and the shading provided by streamside plants will help reduce this problem, in addition to providing better structural stream habitat.

King County – Foothills Trail Addition	  CFT:  $ 472,500	           $ 0
          		   Parks Levy:  $ 472,500	$ 500,000
	Recommendation:  The Foothills Trail Addition project will purchase 12 acres (6 parcels) to complete a trail connection between the Enumclaw Plateau Regional Trail and a trail bridge over the White River, south of Enumclaw. The project is located east of State Route 167 at SE Mud Mountain Road. King County Parks is presented with a topographical challenge in trying to transition users of the Enumclaw Regional Trail from the rail bed next to State Route 167 down to the elevation of the White River, where a bridge for trail users will be constructed. The cost of building a major elevated trail route, effectively an extended bridge, is estimated to cost in a range of well over two million dollars. As an alternative, King County has identified a significantly more cost effective trail route that meets trail grade standards without having a long elevated structure. This route passes over an existing, but abandoned, historic concrete highway bridge across lower Boise Creek that has a scenic view of the creek. King County Parks has been working cooperatively with the cities of Enumclaw and Buckley, and the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) on the routing options for crossing the White River, and an Interlocal Agreement regarding the bridge design and construction is in the process of being signed. King County Parks is purchasing one of the properties from the King County Roads Division, as that property was purchased for gravel mining and is now surplus to the Roads Division’s needs. The other two property owners are willing sellers, and one property is currently listed for sale. King County Parks will use Real Estate Excise Tax funds to supplement the funding recommended by the Committee. This is an important regional project and a critical link between the Foothills Regional Trail in King County and Pierce County.

Vashon/Maury Island

King County – Big Beach 	  CFT:  $ 435,000	           $ 0
          		   Parks Levy:  $ 435,000	$ 670,000
	Recommendation:  This is the only salt water shoreline project application submitted this year. King County has been acquiring property on the southeastern Vashon Island shoreline called Big Beach for the past two years with funds obtained from the State of Washington. King County is now seeking CFT and Parks Levy funding to help with this effort. The project scope for this year’s application consists of four parcels totaling 15 acres that are contiguous to property that has been previously acquired. The long term project goal is to create two large natural areas with a total of 11,000 feet of natural shoreline (an 8,000 foot section and a 3,000 foot section). The project acquisitions will connect the properties to preserve ecologically intact, contiguous natural shoreline that will protect the natural functions of gravel replenishment for beach habitat. The project will also acquire a few developed shoreline properties within the natural shoreline area for future restoration opportunities. The shoreline is habitat for clams, and the intertidal zone and eelgrass beds provide important fish spawning for salmon species forage fish. Thus, the shoreline is important habitat in the life cycle for all salmon species from multiple watersheds in Puget Sound, including all of those in King County. This makes it is a regionally significant project. WRIA 9 has written a letter of support for the project. The public pedestrian beach access offers an excellent setting for environmental education and interpretation. One targeted property, which has a house that will be removed, has an existing dirt road access directly to the beach. There are willing sellers for the properties identified in the project. King County is also working in partnership with the Vashon/Maury Island Land Trust, and it has support from several other local conservation groups and the Washington State DNR. 



King County - Island Center Forest Additions	CFT:  $ 300,000  	$ 300,000
	 Parks Levy:  $ 300,000	$ 210,000
	Recommendation:  This project will provide a link from Island Center Forest to a proposed loop trail between the Town Center area and the “Center” area on Vashon Island, and it will preserve a small farm that is being actively grazed. The Vashon Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT) is under contract to purchase the property, and as it has with some properties on Judd Creek, VMILT would convey a conservation easement to King County. The easement would allow public trail access and preserve agricultural uses of the farm, which currently is used for grazing. The farm has historical value; it was owned by an early Japanese immigrant family in the area since 1930, and it will provide a setting for historic, cultural and natural resource interpretation. The meadow on the property is grassland habitat that supports songbird species and deer, and there is also a small pond that supports aquatic species as well. The farm will be used by VMILT to demonstrate sustainable, “best practices” agriculture on the island. The property is located on one of the higher points on the island, and it has a scenic overview of Island Center Forest and the upper Judd Creek Watershed. There is support for this acquisition from several non-profit organizations on the island, and VMILT has done a significant job in raising private dollars for this project, as it has with other conservation acquisitions in recent years. The recommended funding will fully meet the needs for his project. 

King County – Maury Island Additions - Community Trails         CFT:  $ 300,000                $ 0
	     	  Parks Levy:  $ 300,000	$ 332,000
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel project over several years, with a goal of providing trail connections to and between Maury Island Marine Park, the Maury Island Natural Area (former gravel mine) on Puget Sound, and Dockton Park and Natural Area on Quartermaster Harbor. The project also connects habitat in this assemblage, which is one the largest protected shoreline and upland habitat areas in southern Puget Sound. There are five parcels totaling 35 acres targeted for this year’s funding. Four of the parcels, approximately 15 acres, are located on the southwestern end of the project area east of 94th Avenue SW. They are mixed second growth (madrone and Douglas fir) forest habitat that buffers the Maury Island Natural Area, serving as a natural edge to the park from the adjacent residential community. As with the other Vashon and Maury Island applications this year, this project has strong support from several local conservation organizations that provide volunteer stewardship and environmental education services in the project areas. The owner of these properties has expressed a desire to place them up for sale this year, and wishes to sell them as soon as King County can secure funding. The Committee’s recommended funding will provide a large portion of the needed funds, and either a portion of the parcels can be acquired or additional funds will need to be secured by King County to acquire all four parcels. The second priority property in this year’s application is a 19.58 acre inholding property, located along Dockton road SW. It is also mixed second growth forest, and bounded on three sides by existing forested King County ownership. This parcel is owned by a party that is also in separate negotiations to sell King County four contiguous trail-link parcels that are adjacent to Maury Island Marine Park. Those discussions will likely take additional time, due to complicating factors, and so the 19.58-acre parcel will not be up for negotiations until a deal has been reached on the other four-parcel property. 







Farmland & TDR Projects
King County - Dairies in King County/TDR	               CFT:   $ 600,000  	$ 400,000  		  	   Parks Levy:               $ 0	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  This project will purchase Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from dairy farms in King County’s Agricultural Production Districts (APDs) and from lands that directly support dairy operations, such as leased pasture for dairy herds. The project continues the work started in 2014 in collaboration between the King County TDR Program and the county’s Farmlands Preservation Program (FPP).  In addition to their importance as a core component of the county’s food supply, King County’s dairies also have cultural and scenic values, and they are important to King County’s growth management strategies in rural areas. The project scope includes 66 parcels with 1,530 eligible acres, over two dairies identified in the Snoqualmie Valley APD and eight dairies identified in the Enumclaw Plateau APD. Five dairies have been appraised and active negotiations have begun with prior funding, and TDRs have been purchased from a 135-acre dairy. That acquisition expended $142,000 in 2014 CFT funds, matched by $142,000 in TDR funds made available through the prior sale of TDRs. There is approximately $650,000 in remaining CFT funds in the project, however, the four remaining highest priority dairies have an appraised value of over $1,000,000 to purchase the TDRs, and there are more dairies where additional funds could be used. Three dairies are located on the borders of the APD with Enumclaw, and acquisition of their TDRs will help protect other farms and dairies in the APD by strengthening the line against future urban sprawl. A small portion of one of those dairies is also participating in the Boise Creek restoration project, described earlier in this report. The proceeds of the sale of the TDRs purchased through this project will be revolved for the purchase of additional agricultural TDRs and provide the match credit for those TDR acquisitions. The Committee continues to strongly support the preservation of King County dairies with this recommendation. 

King County – Gerard Farm	                 CFT:   $ 100,000  	$ 100,000  		  	     Parks Levy:               $ 0	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  This project will purchase the development rights from a 20-acre farm, located on NE 116th Street south of Duvall and east of the Carnation Duvall Road NE. The project is a partnership between the King County Agriculture Program and the Puget Consumers Cooperative (PCC) Farmland Trust. A main goal of the project is to create access to farming for new farmers by helping to lower the cost of the land through the removal of development rights that make land more expensive. The PCC Farmland Trust will provide the needed matching funds, and it has identified and committed up to $50,000 of its own donor-raised capital reserve funds, with the added goal of finding $50,000 more from other sources to meet the CFT match requirement. The farm is located in an area mapped by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as having farmland soil of statewide importance. It is a small family farm that is located above the Snoqualmie River floodplain, and thus it has the potential for growing certain crops that can be damaged or destroyed by unseasonable floods in a river floodplain. The PCC Farmland Trust engages the public through farm tours and educational outreach about the importance of preserving farmland in areas with urban development pressure. They are working with the landowner to identify a future buyer who will farm the property, and the easement will help enable that process by keeping the farm acquisition costs more affordable. There are some viable and active farms, like this one, that are located outside of the county’s designated Agricultural Production Districts (APDs) and the purchase of development rights will help them to remain in farming for future generations.  


King County – Lower Green APD/West Valley              CFT:  $ 300,000  		$ 0  		  	     Parks Levy:             $ 0	            	$ 0
	Recommendation:  This project proposes to purchase farmland in the lower Green River valley that is currently fallow or significantly underutilized, to enable land to be returned to productive agriculture. The King County Executive’s Local Food Initiative and Kitchen Cabinet group have recommended that in addition to preserving currently existing, actively productive farms, the county should be bringing additional lands into (or back into) farming. King County has a goal of acquiring farmland easements and owning farmland that would be leased, to make more farmland available for food production for new and beginning farmers. In the lower Green River valley between the cities of Kent and Auburn, the King County Agriculture Program has identified a 47-acre, five-parcel area of inactive farmland for public purchase. The properties are located in an area of unincorporated King County on the West Valley Highway between South 277th Street and South 287tth Street. Immediately across the highway is a large area that has recently undergone an extensive and costly process of being converted back into tillable farmland. That effort serves as an example of what could potentially be accomplished on the properties within the project area. The agricultural soils in the project area have a broader issue with drainage that has led to the lands becoming fallow. On one of the properties there is an issue with the storage of a significant amount of landscaping and organic materials, which King County considers to be a noncompliant use that will require legal action to resolve. That parcel might not be acquired, depending on the outcome of the legal action. The project is adjacent to the eastern boundary of the Lower Green APD and would help buffer that APD from additional development pressure. The APD is a community separator between Kent and Auburn, and it is also a scenic amenity that is seen from the West Valley Highway and State Route 167, which is one quarter mile to the east. King County has had early discussions with two owners in the project scope. The property with the stored landscaping materials is listed for sale, but due to its circumstances is not considered to be threatened with development in the near term. The Committee does not recommend funding for this project this year, because it is not as far advanced in confirmed landowner interest or cost estimates, compared to the other agricultural projects recommended for funding this year.  

King County – Protecting Farmland with TDR		CFT:   $ 500,000  	$ 300,000  		  	  	  Parks Levy:              $ 0                  $ 0
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-year programmatic project that has a goal of acquiring Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from unprotected, primarily active farmlands that are not active dairies and therefore not participating in the TDR/FPP Dairy project. King County’s Transferable Development Rights (TDR) Program has five cities enrolled in the program. Six farms totaling 431 acres have been protected through this project. There are six more farms totaling 260 acres that are listed as priorities in this year’s application. All of the acquisitions in the project are matched with TDR funds that have been received through the sale of TDRs into cities, much of which were funded originally with CFT funds that are effectively being recycled to protect more land. King County has accomplished much over the past three decades to try to protect farmlands through zoning, development rights purchases, and technical support for farmers such as the Agricultural Drainage Assistance Program (ADAP). In the future, the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is projecting another three quarters of a million new residents in King County by the year 2040. This will put tremendous additional development pressure on farmland, as well as create significant demand for locally based food sources, because farmlands in other regions and states will receive additional development pressure, increase in demand, and environmental stress as well. By linking our urban growth to the protection of farmland, this project will help address that need. The project will also help advance two goals of the local food initiative to return currently fallow farmland back to active use, and to protect a range of farmland easements or purchase fee properties for lease to newer farmers. This project has had several successes in acquiring TDRs from active farms to date, and the recommended funding will help that progress to continue. 

King County – Winterbrook Farm	    CFT:  $ 500,000  	$ 400,000
	      Parks Levy:  $ 500,000	$ 200,000
	Recommendation:  The Winterbrook Farm project has a goal of acquiring and permanently protecting an 80-acre, four-parcel property, located on the south side of SE May Valley Road, directly across from the Squak Mountain State Park southern trailhead entrance. The King County Executive’s Local Food Economy Initiative has a goal of providing more locally grown, affordable and healthy food for home and restaurant consumption, by removing barriers to production and preserving farmland in the face of development pressure. The northern two parcels along SE May Valley Road will be used to pursue the Local Food Initiative goals. Following the property purchase, King County will either lease the property to a farmer, or place a TDR conservation easement on the property and sell it to a farmer at a more affordable price. The TDRs would then be sold and the proceeds recycled for the purchase of additional TDR easements in the future. This property contains four Category III wetlands that require 60 to 110 foot buffers around the wetlands, plus a 15-foot building setback. The farmstead may be eligible as a King County Historic Landmark, as it contains an intact hay barn, milking parlor and farmhouse, all  constructed between 1920 and 1944. A trail easement will also be acquired through both of these parcels; the southern two parcels connect the trail network of Squak Mountain State Park and the Issaquah Alps, with the 1,000 foot wide forested perimeter of the Cedar Hills Landfill. The landfill forest buffer provides an opportunity to provide trail links with the Cedar River to the west, and the Log Cabin Reach area of Issaquah Creek to the east. The view of Squak Mountain and the Issaquah Alps is quite scenic from the project area, and would likely be from a future trail. The southern 40 acres are partially forested and will be placed in the inventory of King County Parks. The project area is bisected by MacDonald Creek, a salmon bearing stream that contains coho and is a headwater tributary to Issaquah Creek. The creek habitat is moderately degraded, and it will require some restoration work. The property is a Tier III priority of the WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan, because it does not contain habitat that is directly occupied by chinook, though wild chinook inhabit Issaquah Creek downstream. The property could be subdivided into 5-acre rural residential lots, which could likely increase peak streamflow events down through the Issaquah Creek system, potentially contributing to flooding in the Issaquah Creek system including in the City of Issaquah. The 80-acre property is currently owned by the Issaquah School District, which acquired it for a school site but now intends to sell it. The District is discussing possible sale of the property with residential developers and with King County, which has appraised the property. The Committee’s recommended funding level would secure trail easement rights through the property and TDR development rights over the farmable area. This will sufficiently accomplish the primary goals of this project, and allow for the funding more projects this year, including other farmland projects. Meeting the goals for this project should not preclude the possibility of King County surplussing some of the 40-acre property by King County in the future, as long as the primary goal of a trail connection is met. 
		Funds     	 	Funds   
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King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

Summary of FY 2016 CFT and King County Parks Levy (Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund) 
Funding Recommendations


	Jurisdiction/Location
	Project Name
	CFT Funds  Requested
	CFT Funds Recommended
	KC Parks Levy Funds  Requested
	KC Parks Levy Funds  Recommended
	Acres1
	Council
District

	SUBURBAN CITIES 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Auburn 
	West Hill Auburn Park Assemblage 
	$ 800,000
	$ 0 
	NA
	NA
	14.75
	7

	Bellevue
	Bellevue’s Greenway and Open Space System
	 $ 772,500
	$ 500,000
	NA
	NA
	   5.0 
	9

	Bothell 
	Wayne Golf Course - Front Nine 
	$ 1,250,000
	$ 200,000
	NA
	NA
	 50.0
	1

	Bothell (King County project)
	Wayne Golf Course – Back Nine 
	$ 1,250,000
	$ 800,000
	NA
	NA
	37.7  37.72
	1

	Burien / KCD *
	South King County Urban AG Center
	$ 1,500,000
	$ 200,000
	NA
	NA
	  8.0
	8

	Covington1
	South Covington Park/Jenkins Creek Trail
	$ 484,206
	$ 150,000
	NA
	NA
	2.25
	9

	Issaquah 
	Issaquah Creek Waterways 
	$ 500,000
	$ 200,000
	NA
	NA
	19.19
	3

	Kent 
	Clark Lake 
	$ 2,000,000
	$ 500,000
	NA
	NA
	    5.50 
	5

	Kirkland
	Juanita Heights Park/Juanita Creek Watershed
	$ 300,000
	$ 150,000
	NA
	NA
	2.19
	6

	Lake Forest Park
	Pfingst - Animal Acres Park
	$ 300,000
	$ 300,000
	NA
	NA
	 1.25
	1

	Pacific
	Milwaukee Creek at Tacoma Boulevard
	$   15,000
	 $   15,000
	NA
	NA
	   .18    .18
	7

	Pacific 
	Omer Open Space 
	$   45,000
	$   45,000
	NA
	NA
	.41
	7

	Renton
	May Creek – Fawcett Property 
	$ 738,500
	$ 450,000
	NA
	NA
	5.73
	9

	Snoqualmie 
	Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach 
	$ 1,304,000
	$ 150,000
	NA
	NA
	14.55
	3

	Woodinville 
	Little Bear Creek 
	$ 57,500
	$   57,500
	NA
	NA
	2.30
	1

	Suburban Cities Subtotal 
	
	$11,316,706
	$ 3,717,500
	NA
	NA
	
	

	SEATTLE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	       “
	First Hill Urban Center Village
	$ 1,000,000
	$ 1,000,000
	NA
	NA
	.5
	8

	       “
	Greenwood /Phinney Ridge Urban Village
	$ 850,000
	$ 850,000
	NA
	NA
	.25
	4

	       “
	North Rainier Urban Village
	$ 300,000
	$ 300,000
	NA
	NA
	.25
	2

	       “
	Thornton Creek Natural Area
	$ 200,000
	$ 200,000
	NA
	NA
	.35
	1

	       “
	West Duwamish Greenbelt
	$ 425,000
	$ 425,000
	NA
	NA
	.39
	8

	Seattle Subtotal
	
	$2,775,000
	$2,775,000
	NA
	NA
	
	


1  Acres indicated are the total acres eligible for acquisition within the project scope. Many projects, particularly King County projects, are multiple-parcel / multiple-year efforts, and not all of the acreage will be purchased in one year, but partial progress can be made. Please see the Committee’s report for project-specific discussions and details.
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KING COUNTY
(subareas)
	Project Name
	CFT Funds Requested
	CFT Funds Recommended
	KC Parks Levy Funds  Requested
	KC Parks Levy Funds  Recommended
	Project Total 
	 Acres1
	Council District

	Snoqualmie Watershed
	Emerald Necklace/Soaring Eagle Park Add.
	$ 750,000
	$ 0 
	$ 750,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	60.0
	3

	
	Griffin Creek Natural Area	
	$   73,000
	$ 46,000
	$ 73,000
	$ 100,000
	$ 146,000
	1.67
	3

	
	Middle Fork Snoqualmie NA Addition  
	$ 200,000
	$ 0
	$ 25,000
	$ 225,000
	$ 225,000
	80.0
	3

	
	Mitchell Hill Forest Additions 
	$ 750,000
	$ 0
	$ 750,000
	$ 900,000
	$ 900,000
	264.0
	3

	
	Snoqualmie at Fall City /Raging River
	$ 750,000
	$ 320,000
	$ 750,000
	$ 480,000
	$ 800,000
	207.0
	3

	
	Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Partnership
	$ 277,500
	$ 0
	$ 52,500
	$ 210,000
	$ 210,000
	59.6
	3

	
	South Fork Skykomish-Tye- Foss River
	$ 540,500
	$ 200,000
	$ 540,500
	$ 881,000
	$ 1,081,000
	75.2
	3

	
	Tolt River Natural Area
	$ 100,000
	$   40,000
	$ 100,000
	$ 100,000
	$ 140,000
	13.0
	3

	Cedar River /Lake Washington Watershed  
	
Bear Creek Waterways
	$ 800,000
	$ 200,000
	$ 810,000
	$ 600,000
	$ 800,000
	51.35
	3

	
	Cold Creek Natural Area Addition
	$   222,500
	$   82,000
	$   272,500
	$ 193,000
	$ 275,000
	11.8
	3

	
	Cougar-Squak Corridor Addition
	$ 457,500
	$ 0
	$ 433,500
	$ 500,000
	$ 500,000
	5.6
	9

	
	Eastside Rail Corridor
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 500,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	.67
	6/9

	
	Issaquah Creek Conservation
	$ 175,000
	$ 112,500
	$ 200,000
	$ 262,500
	$ 375,000
	8.2
	9

	
	Taylor Mountain Forest Additions
	$   62,500
	$ 0
	$   62,500
	$ 60,000
	$ 60,000
	36.0
	9

	
	Wetland 14 Natural Area Addition
	$ 410,500
	$  93,000
	$ 410,500
	$ 192,000
	$ 285,000
	10.0
	9

	Green River Watershed
	Cedar Downs Addition
	$ 165,000
	$  50,000
	$ 165,000
	$ 280,000
	$ 330,000
	8.0
	9

	
	Enumclaw Forested Foothills Trailhead 
	$ 400,000
	$ 0
	$ 400,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	155.0
	9

	
	Lower Newaukum Creek
	$ 990,000
	$ 195,000
	$ 990,000
	$ 455,000
	$ 650,000
	160.0
	9

	
	Middle Newaukum /Big Spring Creek 
	$ 385,000
	$  50,000 
	$ 385,000
	$ 200,000
	$ 250,000
	38.0
	9

	
	Soos Creek Park and Trail
	$ 275,000
	$ 0
	$ 275,000
	$ 200,000
	$ 200,000
	43.0
	7/9

	
	Re-Greening the Green
	$ 250,000
	$ 250,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 250,000
	250.0
	5/7

	White River Watershed
	Boise Creek Restoration
	$ 135,000
	$ 135,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 135,000
	11.0
	9

	
	Foothills Trail Addition
	$ 472,500
	$ 0
	$ 472,500
	$ 500,000
	$ 500,000
	11.8
	9

	Vashon/Maury Island
	Big Beach 
	$ 435,000
	$ 0
	$ 435,000
	$ 670,000
	$ 670,000
	15.0
	8

	
	Island Center Forest 
	$ 300,000
	$ 300,000
	$ 300,000
	$ 210,000
	$ 510,000
	12.0
	8

	
	Maury Island Additions – Community Trails
	$ 300,000
	$ 0
	$ 300,000
	$ 332,000
	$ 332,000
	71.0
	8

	Farm/ /TDR         
	Dairies in King County /TDR
	$ 600,000
	$ 400,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 400,000
	1,530.0
	3/7/9

	
	Gerard Farm
	$ 100,000
	$ 100,083
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 100,083
	20.0
	3

	
	 Lower Green APD /West Valley H.way Farms
	$ 300,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 0
	47.02
	5

	
	Protecting Farmland with Regional TDR
	$ 500,000
	$ 300,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 300,000
	260.0
	1-9

	
	Winterbrook Farm
	$ 500,000
	$ 400,000
	$ 500,000
	$ 200,000
	$ 600,000
	80.0
	9

	K.C. Subtotal 
	
	 $ 11,676,500 11,676,500
	$ 3,273,583
	$ 9,952,500
	$ 7,750,000
	$ 11,024,083
	
	

	TOTAL – All Jurisdictions
	
	 $25,768,206
	$9,766,083
	$ 9,952,500
	$ 7,750,000
	$ 17,516,583
	   
	



