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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2016-0316.2 that would name the soon to be completed Aircraft Rescue Firefighting facility passed out of committee on September 13, 2016 with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The motion was amended in committee with Amendments 1 and 2 and title amendment T1 to correct a typographical error and correctly name the building for Luther Dean Bonner as the King County International Airport, Luther Dean Bonner Memorial Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Station. 




SUBJECT

An ordinance naming the Aircraft Rescue Firefighting (ARFF) building at the King County International Airport in honor of WWII firefighter Luther Bonner.

SUMMARY

The ordinance recounts the service of Seattle firefighter Luther Dean Bonner, who died in the line of duty fighting a fire in close proximity to the King County International Airport (KCIA) on Airport Way and memorializes his contributions by naming the soon to be completed ARFF facility as the “Luther Bonner Building”. Title Amendment 1 corrects the proposed ordinance to show formal name of the AAFF facility: the “Luther Dean Bonner Building.”

BACKGROUND 

King County International Airport / Boeing Field and the B-29 Bomber
Boeing began work on pressurized long-range bombers in 1938, in response to a United States Army Air Corps request. Boeing's design study was a pressurized derivative of the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress. Although the Air Corps did not have money to pursue the design, Boeing continued development with its own funds as a private venture. In April 1939, Charles Lindbergh convinced General Henry H. Arnold to produce a new bomber in large numbers to counter the Nazi war effort. 

On February 18, 1943, a prototype B29[footnoteRef:1] flying out of Boeing Field experienced an engine fire and crashed into Frye and Company Meat Packing Plant.  The crash killed Boeing test pilot Edmund T. Allen and his 10-man crew, 20 workers at the plant, and a Seattle firefighter, Luther Dean Bonner.  To this day this is the largest life-loss fire in Seattle history.   [1:  Despite this setback, by the end of 1943 the first 100 B-29 bombers were being delivered (and quickly updated) and by spring 1944 were in active service. Although considered for other theaters, and briefly evaluated in the United Kingdom, the B-29 was exclusively used in World War II in the Pacific Theatre.] 


Firefighter Luther Dean Bonner
Luther Dean Bonner was born February 12, 1920 in Clearwater County, Idaho.  Firefighter Bonner was hired by the Seattle Fire Department on October 27th, 1942; he was 22.  He was newly married to his wife Priscilla, and they had a young daughter, Charolette Dean.  On February 18, 1943, Firefighter Bonner responded to the crash site to fight the fire and to save lives.  Sadly, in the course of battling the intense flames of the fire at the Frye warehouse, Firefighter Bonner made the ultimate sacrifice and lost his life in the service to others.

On February 25th, Bonner’s commanding officer, Captain Rodney W. Graham wrote the following report:

February 25th, 1943

This is to certify that I was in charge of Seattle Fire Department Truck Co. No. 1 and on duty at the Frye Packing Company fire which occurred in this city on Thursday, February 18th, 1943.

At this particular fire Mr. Luther Dean Bonner, regularly employed as a City of Seattle Fire Department fireman, was assigned to my company. At approximately 1:30 A.M. said Luther D. Bonner was assisting me under orders, in operating a hose line while extinguishing the fire. In the performance of this duty Luther D. Bonner was suffocated from the lack of oxygen and died as a result of same.

Captain Rodney W. Graham.
Truck Co. No. 1
Seattle Fire Department.

Firefighter Bonner was buried in an unmarked gravesite at Evergreen Washelli Cemetery.  The young widow went to live with Bonner’s sister and family in a logging camp away from Seattle the day after Mr. Bonner’s funeral. 
 
After becoming aware of the Frye fire and Firefighter Bonner’s sacrifice, Retired Seattle Firefighter Dave Peery went to Evergreen Washelli Cemetery in an attempt to locate Firefighter Bonner’s gravesite.  After a few unsuccessful attempts to locate the gravesite, Mr. Peery contacted the cemetery’s employees to solicit help.  Using a cemetery map, they located Firefighter Bonner’s unmarked gravesite.  

In November of 2009 with the help of local firefighters, news teams, family and Evergreen Washelli, Firefighter Bonner was honored with a permanent memorial at the Evergreen Washelli Cemetery.  A formal Seattle Fire Department line-of-duty-death ceremony was held.  Firefighter Bonner’s daughter Charolette Dean and granddaughter Debra attended the ceremony.  Sadly, his widow, Priscilla Bonner, had passed away a few years before.  

Aircraft Rescue Firefighting (ARFF) unit and new facilities
KCIA is currently completing the construction of a new building that will house the equipment and staff for the ARFF unit.   This is a replacement facility for the existing headquarters building at 8190 E. Marginal Way South.  The new building will be approximately 8,300 square feet with three apparatus bays that can accommodate two ARFF firefighting vehicles and a command vehicle.  The building will also accommodate approximately twenty firefighters.  Total cost of the building is $7.7 million, funded ninety percent by the Federal Aviation Administration. Substantial completion is anticipated in December.

The ARFF unit at KCIA is rather unique among air rescue services around the country.   The unit is staffed with King County Sheriff deputies who are also cross-trained and certified as Washington State firefighters and emergency medical technicians.  Sheriff’s deputies and sergeants in ARFF unit hold national and international certifications in the areas  of aircraft rescue firefighting, structural firefighting, emergency medical response, and are also responsible for law enforcement and airfield safety and security services at the airport.  With this configuration and staffing model, the ARFF unit provides a variety of services including: law enforcement, airfield security services and safety inspections for the airport.  

The ARFF unit is a critical part of the safety and security services at KCIA since it is one of the busiest primary non-hub airports in the country.  Just four miles south of downtown Seattle, it averages around 200,000 operations (takeoffs and landings) each year. The airport serves small commercial passenger airlines, cargo carriers, private aircraft owners, helicopters, corporate jets, and military and other aircraft. It is also home to the Boeing Company’s 737 aircraft flight-test program, along with other Boeing operations. The Museum of Flight is located there, with its wide variety of aircraft and exhibits showcasing aviation history. KCIA is frequently host to celebrities and dignitaries, including the President of the United States, who prefer Boeing Field because of its proximity to downtown Seattle and other commercial areas.

In this context, the ARFF unit and its emergency service personnel contend with unique and potentially catastrophic scenarios that can endanger large numbers of people.  It is the ARFF unit’s responsibility to mitigate and manage these occurrences.

Sargent Lon Shook (assigned to the ARFF unit), who has represented the unit during the design phase of the building proposed to name the new building to honor the memory of Luther Dean Bonner, as a fellow firefighter who died in the line of duty due to an aircraft incident.  In addition to King County sponsors, the naming is supported by the King County Sheriff, the Seattle Fire Fighters’ Union and Luther Dean Bonner’s daughter and granddaughter.

ANALYSIS

This ordinance would honor and memorialize Luther Dean Bonner by naming the ARFF facility (expected to be commissioned by the end of this year and completed in spring 2017) at 8190 East Marginal Way South on KCIA property as the “King County International Airport, Luther Dean Bonner Memorial Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Station”.

AMENDMENTS

Amendments to correct a typographical error and correct the formal name of the facility and the recognition for Luther Dean Bonner are attached to this report.
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