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February 8, 2002 

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Attached for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2002 Federal Legislative Agenda of King County.  The proposed 2002 Priority Issues and 2002 Statement of Legislative Interests documents are also attached.  

The 2002 Federal Legislative Agenda incorporates the Unified Federal Transportation Appropriations Agenda agreed to by members of the King County Sub-Area Boards, the Puget Sound Regional Council, Washington State Department of Transportation and Sound Transit.  Councilmembers attending the January 28, 2002 meeting of the Legislative Steering Committee adopted this portion of the agenda by motion.  As in previous years, it may be necessary to further amend parts of the Agenda at a later date to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise during the course of the 107th United States Congress.

Our region’s workers have suffered tremendously from the economic downturn and the resulting massive layoffs from Boeing and other technology companies in the area.  We need to seek increases in the Workforce Investment Act formula allocation to protect our capacity to serve the backlog of King County’s dislocated workers.  In addition, the President’s budget includes $37.7 billion for Homeland Security purposes reflecting an increase from $19.5 billion.  This money is intended to be used for several important purposes at the local level including enhancing first responder programs, investing in local and state public health systems and improving transportation security among others.  

Finally, transportation remains a priority and we have worked collaboratively with the cities to develop a unified appropriations list that was presented by city elected officials and county representatives to Senator Murray and Congresswoman Dunn this week.  We must continue these efforts during the reauthorization process of the TEA-21 bill.
I look forward to working collaboratively with the Council during the Congressional session to achieve these important legislative goals for King County.  

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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