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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2011-0244 would confirm Thaisa Way to the Landmarks Commission to fill the landscape architect position. 

BACKGROUND

In 1980, King County established the Landmarks Commission to ensure preservation of the region’s historic places, material culture and traditions for future generations.

The nine-member citizen commission is comprised of volunteers with a broad set of expertise in areas such as architecture, art, land use, historic preservation, archaeology, education and history.  No more than four members may reside within any one municipal jurisdiction.

Commissioners are responsible for the designation and regulation of landmark properties, representation of suburban cities with interlocal agreements with King County, and advising the Executive and Council on King County landmarks issues.  The Landmarks Commission promotes and protects historically significant sites by providing technical assistance to owners of historic buildings, community organizations and local public agencies.  Additional responsibilities include oversight of cultural facilities, educational programs, special projects and sustained support programs that provide grants to landmarks organizations and individual specialists.  Funding for landmark programs is available from the Cultural Development Fund, generated by hotel-motel tax revenues.

LANDMARKS COMMISSION CANDIDATE:

Thaisa Way  Ms. Way, who resides in Seattle (District 2), is an Associate Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture, College of Built Environments, University of Washington.  She has previously served as a consultant for Chatham University in Pittsburg, PA; as a contributor to the management plan for the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site; as a consultant for the Office of Planning and Historic Preservation in Washington D.C.; as an expert witness for Historic Ithaca, New York; as the Director, President’s Council of Cornell Women at Cornell University; as Executive Director, Ithaca Community Childcare Center in New York; as the Cornell Path Project Coordinator, Cornell Plantations, Cornell University; as the Curator for the Historic Landscape, University of Virginia; and as a researcher for the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, Charlottesville, Virginia.  Ms. Way holds a PhD from the College of Architecture, Cornell University; a Master of Architectural History, School of Architecture, University of Virginia; and a BS degree from the College of Natural Resources, University of California, Berkeley.  Ms. Way is being appointed to the landscape architect position on the Commission for a partial term, expiring on June 1, 2012.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2011-0244 (attachments are available upon request)
2. Executive transmittal letter, dated April 13, 2011

Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Council members only.
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