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July 2, 2007
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Enclosed is an ordinance amendment that would allow the Forest Service and Washington State University Extension to continue to be represented on the King County Rural Forest Commission.  
The ordinance amendment would establish two new nonvoting ex officio positions.  The first position is for a representative of the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest.  As managing agency for the national forest, the United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service manages forested areas that comprise 360,000 acres, or twenty-five percent of the county’s land mass.  In recognition of the Forest Service's important role in managing the forested landscape, the county has encouraged the District Ranger to serve on the Rural Forest Commission.  A new federal policy now requires that federal employees serve on advisory boards in nonvoting capacities only.  The proposed ordinance would allow the Forest Service’s District Ranger or other representative to continue to serve on the Rural Forest Commission as a nonvoting member.
The second position is for the representative of Washington State University King County Extension (Extension).  This is a technical correction.  The original 1997 ordinance included a nonvoting ex officio position for the department where Extension was housed at the time.  The proposed amendment would correct the current ordinance to specifically include Extension, which is now affiliated with the Water and Land Resources Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP).  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Linda Vane, Liaison for the Rural Forest Commission in the Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP, at 206-296-8042, or by email at linda.vane@metrokc.gov.
I recommend that the council approve this ordinance.

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Mark Isaacson, Director, Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD), DNRP


Linda Vane, Liaison for the Rural Forest Commission, WLRD, DNRP

