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November 29, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ferguson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

For your approval, I am transmitting to Council legislation authorizing renewal of the Interlocal Agreement (ILA) between King County and the State Department of Corrections (DOC) for jail services.  This agreement replaces the 2003 ILA and continues to allow King County to make beds available for certain felony violators under DOC supervision and, in exchange, King County receives reasonable compensation from DOC.  
Overall, the provisions in this agreement are comprehensive and provide a basis to continue the strong partnership between the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) and DOC.  This agreement will produce approximately $12.9 million in revenues in 2011.  This amount is approximately $274,000 more than the 2011 Executive’s Proposed Budget.  With parties reaching tentative agreement earlier this year, the expenditures associated with these revenues were included in the 2011 Proposed Budget.  

Long-Standing Public Safety Partnership
The close partnership between King County and DOC in handling these offenders is a crucial part of this region’s public safety system.  King County’s role in this partnership includes significant investment in adjudicating felony cases which includes prosecution, defense, jail, and courts.  DOC’s role begins after adjudication of these cases.  Once adjudicated, King County Superior Court sentences convicted felons to DOC supervision usually in addition to confinement either in King County’s jail facilities for one year or less, or in DOC’s facilities for over one year.

These roles have shifted over the years.  Over ten years ago, the law changed for handling the hearings when felony offenders allegedly commit violations while under DOC’s supervision.  Prior to 1999, Superior Court was responsible for these hearings.  With the implementation of the Offender Accountability Act of 1999, DOC took over this responsibility for new cases and began holding administrative hearings for felons, who while under their supervision in the community, have allegedly committed violations.  
2003 Interlocal Agreement
In 2003, King County pursued discussions with DOC to receive compensation for felony offenders who were being held in DAJD facilities awaiting the DOC administrative hearing or sanctioned through this hearing process.  These discussions culminated in the 2003 ILA (approved in 2004) and for the first time provided King County with compensation for the use of its beds.  This ILA also continued the arrangement of providing King County 30 work release beds in DOC facilities in exchange for providing DOC 20 jail beds in King County facilities.  Without this arrangement, King County would not have access to work release beds for women.  Currently, state inmates under administrative detention make up about 375 inmates daily out of the approximately 2,150 inmates housed in DAJD facilities.
Proposed 2010 Interlocal Agreement

The ordinance, if approved, will authorize the County to enter into an agreement with DOC.  The central provisions of this agreement include the following: 

· DOC agrees to pay for 330 beds at a rate of $87.50 per inmate per day even if it uses fewer beds.  

· In exchange for providing DOC 20 jail beds, King County maintains its use of up to 30 work release beds.  This mechanism is critical for DAJD to make work release beds available to its female inmates if ordered by the court. 
· The population is capped at a total of 445 beds including the 20-for-30 bed exchange.

· Maintains compensation for variable costs associated with specialty housing and care including infirmary and psychiatric costs.

· Includes reimbursement for actual costs of extraordinary medical services.

· The effective dates of the agreement are January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2013 with a provision for automatic annual renewals unless either party requests termination.
Both parties have carefully reviewed the agreement and support approval of the attached ordinance.  The Department of Corrections has signed the agreement awaiting action by King County.  Please feel free to contact Claudia Balducci, Director Designee, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, at 206-296-1268, if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Claudia Balducci, Director Designee, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention 


Carrie Cihak, Strategic Initiatives Director, King County Executive’s Office (KCEO)


Gail Stone, Law and Justice Policy Advisor, KCEO


Dwight Dively, Director, Office Performance, Strategy and Budget (OPSB)

Krista Camenzind, Budget Supervisor, OPSB
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