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December 30, 2009
The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

Enclosed is a proposed motion to approve evaluation criteria to be used in the reclaimed water comprehensive planning process that is under way.  The purpose of these criteria is to assess how serving potential uses for reclaimed water addresses the drivers for this planning process.  The results of applying these criteria, along with results of conducting technical, environmental, and economic analyses, will provide important information in the decision-making process to determine if, how, when, where, and by what funding mechanisms King County’s existing reclaimed water program should expand.
The Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks has implemented a regional participation strategy to engage and provide meaningful participation for interested parties and individuals in the planning process.  The criteria reflect input received through a series of meetings and discussions that began in summer 2008 with representatives of Tribes, the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC), cities, water and sewer districts, business associations, civic groups, and regulatory agencies; a regional workshop in October 2008; and subsequent meetings and discussions that occurred from November 2008 through June 2009.
WTD received a wide range of comments on the draft criteria.  The comments were shared at the October 2008 workshop, and in an updated version that was distributed to workshop participants and interested parties in December 2008.  Several people suggested the county should better define its goals and drivers for the project and link the criteria to those goals and drivers.  Others suggested the criteria be few and manageable in number and that they be measurable.  Some suggested the criteria should be weighted, and some advocated the highest weighting should be for criteria related to financing, while others advocated that the highest weighting should be for criteria relating to environmental enhancements.  WTD also received suggestions for criteria that measure how serving uses for reclaimed water aids Puget Sound restoration efforts.  A couple of people recommended that criteria be developed to address governance issues.
Based on this feedback, in July 2009, WTD revised the December 2008 draft criteria and shared the revised version with interested parties for additional input, including MWPAAC.  The criteria contained in the proposed motion reflect this additional input.
The criteria are now directly tied to the three drivers for the planning process, and they are measurable and more manageable in number than the draft version that was shared with interested parties in December 2008.  The drivers for the reclaimed water comprehensive planning process are (1) regional wastewater system planning, (2) creating resources from wastewater, and (3) protecting water quality in Puget Sound.  A detailed description of the drivers is provided in the Purpose and Need Statement that was included with my transmittal of the proposed motion to approve the reclaimed water comprehensive planning process (Proposed Motion 2009-0513).
Listed below are the criteria that I am proposing to assess how serving potential uses for reclaimed water addresses the plan drivers.  They will be applied in a consistent and uniform manner and will be evaluated equally.
· Regional wastewater system planning.  The purpose of this criterion is to evaluate how serving potential uses for reclaimed water fits into future improvements and operations of the regional wastewater system.  This criterion will gauge the following:

· Ability to maintain the efficient and safe operations of the regional wastewater system.
· Ability to cost-effectively incorporate a reclaimed water strategy into future King County regional wastewater treatment and/or conveyance improvements.
· Ability to meet regulatory requirements, including those reasonably anticipated.
· Ability to obtain funding from benefited parties.
· Creating resources from wastewater.  The purpose of this criterion is to evaluate how serving potential uses for reclaimed water meets WTD’s vision of creating resources from wastewater.  This criterion will gauge the following:

· The volume of treated effluent that can be beneficially reused as reclaimed water.
· The sustainability of uses of reclaimed water.
· Institutional barriers, such as existing laws, policies, or agreements that may constrain ability to serve uses.
· The extent to which surface water or wetlands or groundwater conditions and habitat could be improved by the use of reclaimed water, such as improved low-flow conditions in streams, lower stream temperatures, or other enhancements.
· Protecting water quality in Puget Sound.  The purpose of this criterion is to evaluate how serving potential uses for reclaimed water reduces reliance on Puget Sound for the discharge of effluent.  This criterion will gauge the following:

· The extent to which pollutants from the county’s regional wastewater system are reduced through production and use of reclaimed water.
· The extent to which a higher level of treatment reduces pollutant loadings in Puget Sound.
I also want to assure you that WTD will continue to engage and involve interested parties in the planning process through individual meetings and regional workshops.  Input from interested parties and individuals will be solicited during each step of the process.  There will be opportunities for further discussions on issues such as financing, cost allocation, and governance.  
If you have any questions or would like additional information on the evaluation criteria, please feel free to contact Christie True, Director of the Wastewater Treatment Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-684-1236, or at christie.true@kingcounty.gov.    
Thank you for your consideration of this motion.  

Sincerely,
Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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