October 16, 2025

Summary of Proposed Ordinance relating to
Midpoint Comprehensive Plan Updates

This summary fulfills Washington State Growth Management Act and King County Code (K.C.C.) 20.18.100 requirements for a “plain language summary.”

King County is proposing a change to the timeline for setting the scope of work for Midpoint updates to the King County Comprehensive Plan.  Here’s why: In 2024, the County improved its comprehensive planning process to include more public input, better environmental review, and stronger equity efforts.  To keep these improvements going, staff need to start scoping the Midpoint update six months earlier than current law requires.  So, a draft ordinance (a local law) has been developed to update the timeline in the code.


	Ordinance Section
	King County Code Section
	Current Code
	Proposed Change
	Intent/Rationale

	1
	n/a
	n/a
	Findings
	Adopts background and context for the changes in the proposed ordinance.

	2
	20.18.030.A
	Requires that the Comprehensive Plan be updated no more than once per year, except for certain emergency situations
	n/a
	No changes proposed.

	
	20.18.030.B
	Establishes the annual comprehensive planning update cycle
	n/a
	No changes proposed.

	
	20.18.030.C
	Establishes the 10-year comprehensive planning update cycle
	n/a
	No changes proposed.

	
	20.18.030.D
	Establishes the Midpoint comprehensive planning update cycle
	· Accelerates deadlines for submitting the Executive proposed scope of work for Midpoint updates by 6 months
· Accelerates deadlines for Council approval of the Midpoint scope of work by 6 months
· Clarifying changes consistent with existing intent
· Technical corrections
	· A proposed amendment would change the date that the King County Executive's proposed scope of work for Midpoint Comprehensive Plan updates would need to be submitted to the King County Council for consideration. The deadline would be six months sooner than currently required. For example, for the 2029 Midpoint Update, the proposed scope of work would need to be submitted by September 15, 2026, instead of March 31, 2027. (lines 94 – 95 of the proposed ordinance)
· A proposed amendment would change the date that the King County Council would need to pass the scope of work for Midpoint Comprehensive Plan updates; this change would be reflected in multiple places in the proposed ordinance. The deadline would be six months sooner than currently required. For example, for the 2029 Midpoint Update, the scope of work would need to be passed by December 31, 2026, instead of June 30, 2027. (line 97 of the proposed ordinance)
· Existing code language on lines 98-99 of the proposed ordinance allows for the Executive's proposed scope of work for Midpoint Updates to move forward in the absence of Council passage of the scope; this ensures that the scope can be finalized in a timely fashion and that drafting of the Executive proposed Midpoint Update can occur with sufficient time.  However, additional existing code language on line 100 directs Executive proposed Midpoint Updates to be submitted to the Council only if the scope of work is adopted by the Council; meaning that if the Council does not adopt (or pass) the scope of work the Midpoint scope of work, it can delay the drafting of the update.  So, line 100 is unintentionally in conflict with lines 98-99. The proposed change would correct the conflict and allow Executive proposed Midpoint updates to proceed, regardless of whether the Council acts, consistent with the existing intent on lines 98-99.

A proposed amendment would clarify language in the code for the deadlines for Executive submittal and Council adoption of Midpoint updates.  However, the existing calendar deadlines would not change. For example, for the 2029 Midpoint Update, the current code requires the submittal of the Executive's proposed Midpoint Update to the Council by June 30, 2028. The code change would still require that same date, but it would state it in a different way.  The proposed code language would no longer connect the deadline to the timing of the passage of the scope of work motion; it would instead connect the timing to the overall comprehensive planning cycle. (Lines 101 -104 of the proposed ordinance)

Per the King County Charter, the Council "passes" motions. However, this current code section states that Council "adopts" the motion for the Midpoint scope of work. The language is proposed to be updated to align with the Charter, consistent with existing intent. (lines 95, 97, and 99 of the proposed ordinance)

For people unfamiliar with "Midpoint" Comprehensive Plan updates, a proposed change would clarify that a Midpoint Update occurs at year five of the 10-year comprehensive planning update cycle.  (line 77 of the proposed ordinance)

· Changes are proposed to correct typos. (lines 78-79 of the proposed ordinance)

	
	20.18.030.E
	Establishes public comment requirements for Comprehensive Plan updates
	n/a
	No changes proposed.

	
	20.18.030.F
	Establishes requirements to update development regulations along with Comprehensive Plan updates
	n/a
	No changes proposed.

	3
	n/a
	n/a
	Severability
	Standard King County severability language.



12

