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SUBJECT

Today’s briefing will provide an overview of Metro’s Next Stop, which is the name of its plan to identify and prioritize investments through 2038. 

SUMMARY

Metro Connects,[footnoteRef:2] which was last updated in 2021, is Metro’s adopted vision for the future. It described future transit service through an Interim Network (mid-to-late 2030s) and a 2050 Network. For the 2050 Network, Metro Connects envisioned a transit system with: [2:  Ordinance 19367, Attachment C (link)] 

· Seven million annual transit service hours, up from four million in 2019
· 200 million annual riders, up from 121 million in 2019
· 19-23 RapidRide lines, up from six in 2019
· $28.3 billion in associated capital improvements

Metro Connects, as adopted, was not fully funded. At the time it was adopted, Metro projected a funding gap of $18 billion for transit capital investments and $724 million a year for service investments to achieve the 2050 Network. 

In 2022, at the Council’s request, Metro analyzed[footnoteRef:3] the funding gap and potential funding sources to implement Metro Connects, including those available through the King County Transportation District (KCTD), King County’s transportation benefit district. [3:  Motion 16155] 


During today’s briefing, Metro will share Next Stop, which is the name of its plan to identify and prioritize future investments, specifically investments that will provide a bridge between near-term investments and the long-term investments envisioned in Metro Connects, to identify the transit improvements Metro can deliver by 2038. 

ATTACHMENTS

A supplemental packet will be distributed prior to the RTC meeting to provide a link to the Next Stop web site and include Metro’s presentation.


INVITED

· DeAnna Martin, Chief of Staff, Metro Transit Department
· Chris O’Claire, Director, Mobility Division, Metro Transit Department
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