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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2014-0427 would authorize the King County Executive to accept a donation of 10 acres of property in the city of Carnation valued at $480,000 for conservation and passive recreation.
BACKGROUND

King County Code section 7.08.070 allows the Parks and Recreation Division director to “solicit and accept from the general and business communities and all other persons, gifts, bequests and donations to the county of or in support of parks and recreation facilities and programs.” Under King County Code chapter 2.80, any and all gifts for parks and recreation purposes that exceed $50,000 require acceptance on behalf of King County by the King County Council by motion. 

The property proposed for donation is located within Carnation city limits, adjacent to a piece of open space property owned by the city of Carnation in unincorporated King County. The property that is proposed to be donated previously had an agricultural/farmland designation. Earlier this year, both the city and the county accepted the request for a PBRS classification for the property as open space. The property proposed for donation was previously part of a larger property, but the city allowed for a boundary lot line adjustment reconfiguring the property as two parcels. The agricultural designation was removed from the adjacent parcel and that parcel was sold to buyers who intend to develop the property with approximately 76 homes.

ANALYSIS

The proposed motion would accept a donation of a 10-acre property located in the city of Carnation. The property is proposed for donation by Mr. Chad Clinton and Mr. Douglas Clinton, “third-generation land owners who would like the legacy of this forest land preserved for generations to come as Orme’s Hill Park.” The Clintons are related to a long-time King County Parks and Recreation Division employee who is described by Executive staff as a strong supporter of King County open space and parks. If approved, this donation would be the first land donation received by the county.
Attached to the motion is a King County Parks Donation Agreement. While the agreement states that “neither the Donor or Donee are making any absolute covenants or restrictions about the future use of the property by King County,” the Parks and Recreation Division director and staff indicated that it is the Division’s intent to manage and maintain the property within the King County open space inventory into perpetuity and this intent is consistent with the donors’ interests for the long term. 
Policies regarding the transfer of local parks and open space properties. Several policies in the county’s 2010 Open Space Plan address local (as opposed to regional) open space efforts:

OS-112:
King County will provide local sites in the rural area predominantly serving rural residents.

OS-113:
King County will transfer local parks and other open space sites to the cities in which they are located. Transfer of local open space sites should be included as part of annexation or incorporation interlocal agreements which cover other services or facilities.

While the Open Space Plan policies, particularly OS-113, call for the transfer of open space sites to the cities in which they are located, Executive staff indicated that the county has focused on transferring properties used for active recreation, such as parks and pools, as these properties have higher operational and maintenance costs than open space. Executive staff reported to Council staff that minimal maintenance costs are anticipated for the property proposed to be donated to the county. 

The Council’s legal counsel has reviewed the donation agreement and identified no issues.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2014-0447 with attachments
2. Transmittal letter

3. Map
INVITED
1. Chad Clinton, Property Owner

2. Douglas Clinton, Property Owner

3. Laurie Clinton, Program Project Manager, Parks and Recreation Division

4. Kevin Brown, Director, Parks and Recreation Division

5. Grover Cleveland, Business Development Manager, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

6. Sujata Goel, Special Projects Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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