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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Enclosed for your review is the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) response to Ordinance 17476, Section 48, Proviso 3, which directed the department to provide a report that includes:  

A. Identification of options for investing a minimum of $75,000 into evidence-based educational and vocational training services that reduce recidivism and provide effective reentry for incarcerated individuals and individuals leaving incarceration and returning to the community; and,

B. Identification of options for investing a minimum of $75,000 into evidence-based services that reduce recidivism and provide effective reentry for incarcerated individuals and individuals leaving incarceration and returning to the community. Service options should include, but not limited to: life skills training; housing placement; job skills, placement, training, and support; mental health and substance abuse counseling and treatment; medication and physical health services; family and parenting support; domestic violence and batterer's treatment; comprehensive case management; and financial management skills and training.

DAJD, in collaboration with system partners including Jail Health Services (JHS) Release Planning Services and the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS), continues to offer effective and well-rounded offender reentry programs and services. This proviso report describes the current level of programs and services DAJD provides, as well as identifies options for investing in future evidence-based programs and services that reduce recidivism and provide effective reentry for incarcerated individuals. These options include expanding the current educational programs by addressing the implementation of new national General Educational Development (GED) testing standards, and providing domestic violence programs and services for victims and survivors of domestic violence. Further, this report addresses the challenges and limitations that DAJD faces with regard to reentry planning, as well as highlights a newly funded position that will focus on jail programming and the reentry effort.
The report supports the King County Strategic Plan Justice and Safety Strategy 1c, “to provide programs and support for individuals exposed to violence” as well as Health and Human Potential Strategies 1c, “to provide education that promotes individual health,” 3b, “build partnerships with local and regional education systems to enhance their programs,” and 4a, “facilitate access to programs that reduce or prevent involvement in the criminal justice, crisis mental health and emergency medical systems, and promote stability for individuals currently involved in those systems.” In addition, DAJD will pursue several initiatives and programs related to Equity and Social Justice.

In response to this proviso, DAJD worked in collaboration with staff from JHS Release Planning Services and DCHS. In addition, DAJD conducted a Volunteer Focus Group with 20 individuals, including jail volunteers from non-profit organizations such as the Union Gospel Mission, Shanti, and New Connections; Chaplains from the Religious Services Programs; educators from Kent Public Schools, Seattle Central Community College and Renton Technical College; representatives from the Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs; and other jail program staff and volunteers. The group was brought together to discuss current jail programming, including what is working, where they see gaps, as well as what populations are not being served.  

This report was completed by utilizing existing data. There was a moderate amount of staff time that involved researching evidence based programs and conducting the Volunteer Focus Group. There were no significant costs incurred to meet this proviso.  

Thank you for your review.  If you have any questions please contact Claudia M. Balducci, Director of the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention, at 206-296-1268.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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