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SUBJECT:

An Ordinance making corrections to the 2012 levy of property taxes for collection in 2013. 
SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0085 amends the property tax certification ordinance to correct an arithmetic error in one section of the ordinance. The property tax bills were completed correctly and this change has been recommended by legal counsel to correct the record. 
BACKGROUND:
King County has the responsibility of approving or certifying the tax levies for King County and all other taxing districts throughout the County. This task was accomplished for collections in 2013 by adoption of Ordinance 17497concurrent with the annual budget process and Ordinance 17516 on January 28, 2013. 
Ordinance 17516 contained an arithmetic error totaling all of the King County property tax levies. 

ANALYSIS: 

This ordinance is a ministerial action by the County to correct the record. The County Assessor used the correct amounts for each of the King County tax levies, as contained within the County’s Sunshine ordinance. The error in the Ordinance was only in the totaling of the various levies. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0085 corrects the error. 
The total of all King County property tax levies is $575.9 million. This includes the General Fund Levy and all other dedicated property tax levies. However, the ordinance inadvertently totaled these levies as $557 million. This ordinance corrects that amount, and the grand total of all property tax levies.
There are no policy changes made by this ordinance. 

REASONABLENESS: 

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0085 amends the certification ordinance to reflect the correct County total and Grand Total of all levies to reflect the correct amounts. As such, adoption of this ordinance reflects a reasonable business decision. 

INVITED:

Peggy Pahl, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Civil Division
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0085
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