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SUBJECT:
A discussion of Proposed Ordinance 2003-0178 adopting policies relating to odor control at wastewater treatment plants; and amending Ordinance 13680, Section 5, and K.C.C. 28.86.050  

SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0178 (Attachment 1) describes the recommended odor prevention policies that will be implemented to prevent nuisance odors at King County’s new and existing wastewater treatment facilities.  

Ordinance 13680, adopting the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP), calls for King County to establish goals for odor control at all treatment plants and calls for the Executive to investigate potential technologies and cost for odor control, and recommend a policy to control odors at existing and any new plants.  The Executive’s proposed policies, which are in the form of an amendment to Ordinance 13680, are intended to meet these requirements.  

The Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) has investigated potential odor prevention and control technologies and costs associated with such technologies.  An evaluation was performed on King County’s current regional facilities, West Point Plant in Seattle, and South Plant in Renton.  Odor control workshops have been held and participants included engineering, public outreach, operations and maintenance staff, and outside engineering experts.  

As a result of these efforts, the Wastewater Treatment Division believes it is possible to enhance these facilities with odor prevention systems that are “the best in the country” for existing facilities in order to meet the goal of preventing and controlling nuisance odor occurrences at all facilities.  The commitment for new facilities, such as the Brightwater treatment system, is for all new facilities to be designed with odor prevention systems that are also “the best in the country” for new construction.  The policies recognize that older plants that must be retrofitted may never be as odor free as new plants that can be designed from the ground up to prevent odors.  The proposed policies within this ordinance provide the foundation needed to implement an effective odor prevention program at our current and new wastewater treatment facilities.

The proposed ordinance recommends that the design and construction of odor prevention systems be done in a phased approach to ensure that the measures that promise the greatest improvements are done first.  This approach allows a balancing of the benefits gained with the costs, and to determine what level of control meets the goal of eliminating nuisance odors.

In addition to enhancing current facilities with best technologies available, a key component will be for King County to continue being involved in regional and national efforts to assess and evaluate emerging technologies, including the use of laboratory and pilot tests.  It is also essential the Wastewater Treatment Division continue with and improve upon the odor control monitoring program.  
Involving neighbors who live near wastewater treatment facilities through the use of surveys, open houses, and general good neighbor relations will help to ensure the County is meeting odor prevention goals.  Working with peer utilities on benchmarking and audit programs will help to measure how well polices are being implementing.  The proposed ordinance includes policies that will lead to these kinds of programs. 

Attachment A to the proposed ordinance provides greater detail on the activities that were carried out to develop the proposed policies and a preliminary implementation plan that outlines the timing and cost to implement the policies.

The proposed ordinance also calls for updating the RWSP Operational Master Plan in order to reflect these policies once they are adopted.
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