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August 30, 2005

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for the King County Council’s consideration, is a proposed motion and ordinance to reduce the assessment amount and confirm the reassessment roll for Road Improvement District 131 (RID 131).  This motion and ordinance will reduce the amount property owners in this RID need to pay, their assessment will be reduced from $757.25 to $265.49 per parcel.  The motion establishes the intent of the Council to amend the RID 131 assessment roll created in King County Ordinance 14361 and set a date for a public hearing.  The proposed ordinance amends Ordinance 14361 and confirms the reassessment roll against the properties within that district.  

RID 131 was adopted on May 13, 2002, by Ordinance 14361 as a cooperative effort between King County and residents in the neighborhood to achieve improvements to NE 138th Place and 64th Place NE, so that maintenance responsibilities can be shifted from the property owners to King County.  The improvements included dedication of the private road easement as public right-of-way, roadside brushing, drainage work, sidewalk and pavement repair.  All improvements have been completed and the resulting cost of the work is less than the original estimates.

I am proud that the lower total cost results from King County being able to finish the project without utilizing some of the originally budgeted tasks, such as survey, land acquisition, environmental permits, contract administration, and contingency.  Construction was completed utilizing county labor instead of going out for contractor bids.  Secondarily, these efficiencies also reduced the need for other related tasks such as project administration, preliminary engineering, and right-of-way acquisition, all of which contributed to our ability to achieve the significantly lower actual cost.  

It is not anticipated that there will be any objection to the reassessment roll.  The original formation hearing had no opposition to the RID formation or assessment roll.  Opponents to the RID might use this opportunity during the public hearing process to voice their overall opposition to the formation of the RID or to challenge the legitimacy of their properties being assessed for this project.  However, since the original assessment roll for RID 131 has already been confirmed by Ordinance 14361, the appeal period for contesting the formation or the original assessment roll has expired.  Testimony and objections regarding this proposed reassessment ordinance shall be limited only to that which is relevant to the amendment of the original assessment roll. (Revised Code of Washington 36.88.110 Assessment Roll- Conclusive)

I recommend that the King County Council approve this motion and ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff

 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director

 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council 

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)

Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division (RSD) DOT

Paulette Norman, P.E., County Road Engineer, RSD, DOT

Richard A. Brater, P.E. Manager, Engineering Services Section (ESS), RSD, DOT

Lydia Reynolds-Jones, Manager, Project Support Services, ESS, RSD, DOT

Kelly Whiting, P.E. Supervising Engineer, Road Services Unit, ESS, RSD, DOT

James Chu, Senior Engineer, Road Services Unit, ESS, RSD, DOT

