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June 12, 2007

The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits an ordinance for King County Council review authorizing the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the city of Sammamish (City) allowing King County, through the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, to provide the City with surface water management (SWM) related services on a continuing basis.

Background

The city of Sammamish incorporated in 1998.  As has proven to be the standard practice with incorporations, the new City entered into an interlocal agreement with King County for surface water management related services for an initial period of just over five years, with the agreement set to expire December 31, 2004.  At the time of the expiration, and for some time thereafter, the City experienced staffing issues and was unable to devote adequate attention to determining its long-term surface water management service provision arrangements.  The existing interlocal agreement was extended to remain in effect until such time as a new interlocal agreement could be negotiated and executed.  This new interlocal agreement is now presented for your consideration.
The Agreement

The proposed new agreement for surface water management related services remains in effect on a year-to-year basis unless terminated by either party with 180 days written notice.  In 2007, key services to be provided include the following:

Drainage System Inspection and Maintenance:  Includes inspection and maintenance of regional and residential drainage facilities and inspection of commercial drainage facilities; services to ensure that drainage systems for new development are appropriately added to the City’s drainage inventory.

Surface Water Service Charge Billing and Revenue Collection:  The City’s SWM service charge is billed to residents on the county’s billing system, and collected revenues are transmitted to the City.

Additional Technical Services:  These cover a wide range of available services.  The City has elected to use county services to support lake management and protection activities, including support to the Beaver Lake Management District.

The new agreement is flexible in allowing the City to identify new services it would like King County to provide and for the county to provide those services if possible.  Additional scopes of work are prepared and authorized by the City at the time the service is identified.

As with the original interlocal agreement, the new agreement provides for the transfer to the City of drainage facilities and properties processed with new developments under King County’s jurisdiction.  The need for this transfer mechanism has continued as a large number of developments were vested with King County at the time of the City’s incorporation.
The Water and Land Resources Division and the city of Sammamish look forward to continuing their productive service relationship into the future.  If you have any questions or need more information, feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-6585.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff

 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Bob Burns, Deputy Director, DNRP

Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP

