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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Katherine Cortes

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0142
	Date:
	May 12, 2015




SUBJECT
Proposed motion 2015-0142 would confirm the appointment of Julie Wise as the Deputy Director of the Department of Elections. This position was created in March 2015 as a key subordinate unit requiring Council confirmation under KCC Title 2.16, replacing the previously existing Superintendent of Elections position. 

SUMMARY
Council confirmation of the Superintendent of Elections (the position that is the second in command at King County Elections) has been required by King County Code since February 2003.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Ordinance 14570] 


In fall 2014, King County’s Director of Elections proposed a reorganization plan for King County Elections that would eliminate the Superintendent of Elections position and add a new Deputy Director position. The Director transmitted confirmation materials to Council for her nominee to this new Deputy Director position, Julie Wise. 

In March 2015, the Council established the position of Deputy Director of the Department of Elections as a key subordinate unit that requires Council confirmation, and required that the Deputy Director must be an Elections Administrator certified by the Washington Secretary of State’s office.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Ordinance 17994] 


Proposed motion 2015-0142 would confirm the appointment of Julie Wise as the Deputy Director of the Department of Elections. Ms. Wise has been certified by the Washington Secretary of State’s office as an Elections Administrator since 2008. She has served in positions of increasing responsibility at King County Elections since 2003, and as acting Deputy Director since September 2014.

BACKGROUND 
In February 2003,  the Council voted to require Council confirmation of the Manager of the Records, Elections and Licensing Division, as well as the Superintendent of Elections, the two key positions then responsible for administering elections in King County.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ordinance 14570] 


In November 2007, the Council established the Elections Division and designated the Manager of the Elections Division as a key subordinate unit subject to Council confirmation. The Superintendent, as the second in command in the Elections Division, remained subject to Council confirmation.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ordinance 15971] 


In November 2008, King County voters approved Initiative 25, which established an elected County Director of Elections and established King County Elections as an executive department. Following the election, the Council established qualifications for the office of County Director of Elections.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Ordinance 16302 required that the Director of Elections must within 30 months become an Elections Administrator certified by the Washington Secretary of State’s office and must meet all ongoing requirements imposed by the Secretary of State.] 


In June 2009, the Council affirmed the continued importance of the Superintendent of Elections position, even after the creation of the elected Director of Elections position.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ordinance 16557] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]In September 2014, the Director of Elections proposed a reorganization of the department. As part of that reorganization, she proposed to eliminate the position of Superintendent of Elections and create a new position of Deputy Director. A chart showing the new organizational structure and a job description for the Deputy Director position are included in Attachment A to Attachment 2, the confirmation packet for Julie Wise.

On October 20, 2014, the Director of Elections transmitted a confirmation packet for Julie Wise, her designee for the Deputy Director position. 

In March 2015, the Council established the position of Deputy Director of the Department of Elections as a key subordinate unit that requires Council confirmation, removed the Superintendent of Elections position from that Code provision, and required that the Deputy Director must be an Elections Administrator certified by the Washington Secretary of State’s office.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Ordinance 17994] 


ANALYSIS
Proposed motion 2015-0142 would confirm the appointment of Julie Wise as the Deputy Director of the Department of Elections. Ms. Wise has been certified by the Washington Secretary of State’s office as an Elections Administrator since 2008. She has served in positions of increasing responsibility at King County Elections since 2003, and as acting Deputy Director since September 2014.

The confirmation packet transmitted by Elections (Attachment A to Attachment 2)  includes letters of support from a representative of the Washington Secretary of State’s office, the Kitsap County Auditor, and the King County Deputy Prosecuting Attorney assigned to Elections, as well as a resumé and other background materials for Ms. Wise.

In terms of community engagement, Ms. Wise participates as a member of the League of Women Voters as well as the Women’s Political Caucus. She has volunteered with Auburn Valley Humane Society, Northwest Adoption Exchange, Ashley House, Puget Sound Goat Rescue and recently joined the Northwest Harvest volunteer team. 

AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 perfects the language of the motion to conform with the King County Code provision establishing the position as a key subordinate unit subject to Council confirmation. 

Title Amendment 1 amends the title to conform to the changes made by Amendment 1. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0142
2. Amendment 1, with Attachment A, Confirmation Packet for Julie Wise, King County Department of Elections, Deputy Director
3. Title Amendment T1
4. Transmittal Letter

INVITED

1. Sherril Huff, Director, Department of Elections
2. Julie Wise, Deputy Director Designee, Department of Elections 
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