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SUBJECT
A briefing on the work of the King County Developmental Disabilities Division.
SUMMARY
This briefing will provide an overview of the King County Developmental Disabilities Division (KCDDD) in the Department of Community and Human Services and the work of Open Doors for Multicultural Families, an NGO with the mission to ensure that diverse families who have family members with developmental disabilities and special health care needs have equal access to culturally and linguistically appropriate information, resources and services.

BACKGROUND
The King County Developmental Disabilities Division provides a full range of services and supports that assist King County residents with developmental disabilities and their families to lead full, active, integrated and productive lives.  These include:

Birth-to-Three Early Intervention Services:  This service provides support to eligible infants and toddlers with developmental disabilities and their families aimed at addressing their developmental needs. According to KCDDD, approximately 3,700 toddlers and infants and their families receive birth-to-three services in King County annually via contracts with 12 community agencies throughout the county.  This number represents an estimated growth of 46% from 2009.

Adult Employment and Day Services:  Through a network of 28 service providers located throughout King County, KCDDD serves individuals 21 and over with developmental disabilities and their families who are enrolled in the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) system.  KCDDD notes that in 2014, 2,412 individuals with developmental disabilities were enrolled in the system and received employment and day services on a monthly basis.

Community Information, Education and Outreach:  As lead agency in King County in funding of Early Intervention and Adult Services systems, KCDDD notes that it is uniquely positioned to identify areas of need within these system and to address those needs through the provision of information, education and skills development in the form of training and technical assistance to Early Intervention and Adult Services contract agencies.

In fact, a goal of the 2014-2017 KCDDD strategic plan is to ensure that families from underserved communities and geographical areas are able to access needed information, skills and support to assist family members with developmental disabilities.  This goal informs the Division’s contract with six agencies, of which Open Doors for Multicultural Families is one.

Open Doors for Multicultural Families is a non-profit organization located in South King County with a mission to ensure diverse families who have members with special health care needs and/or developmental disabilities have equal access to information, services and resources that are culturally and linguistically appropriate.  Open Doors was founded in 2009 and has, in that time, grown from a full-time volunteer to a staff of ten full-time people, most of whom are bi- or multi-lingual.  In 2012, Open Doors reports serving over 400 families of children with disabilities and in 2014 it reports serving more than 700 families.  

This briefing will provide more information about the work of KCDDD and Open Doors for Multicultural Families.
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INVITED

1. Denise Rothleutner, Division Director, Developmental Disabilities Division, DCHS
2. Ginger Kwan, Executive Director, Open Doors for Multicultural Families

ATTACHMENTS
	
1. King County Developmental Disabilities Division Presentation Slides (provided by the division)
2. Open Doors for Multicultural Families Presentation Slides (provided by the organization)
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