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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Erin Auzins

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0135
	Date:
	June 18, 2025



SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the City of Enumclaw Comprehensive Sewer Plan.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0135 would approve the City of Enumclaw 2016 Comprehesnive General Sewer Plan, meeting the requirement for a wastewater utility to provide sewer service in unincorporated King County. 

BACKGROUND 

The City of Enumclaw is southeast of Seattle on a plateau between the White and Green Rivers. While the City's sewer system does not currently provide service to any properties in unincorporated King County, its service area does include properties in unincorporated King County.  This Plan is the first one to be reviewed by the County.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria. King County Code (K.C.C.) Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the Plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district's ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water and wastewater policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and provision of sewer and wastewater services.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF CITY OF ENUMCLAW COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL SEWER PLAN UPDATE DATED SEPTEMBER 2016 WITH AMENDMENTS 1 - 3

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan in February 2025 (see Attachment 2 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found that the Plan meets the requirements of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: The City of Enumclaw is located approximately 32 miles southeast of Seattle on a plateau between White and Green Rivers. The City has owned and operated a sewer collection system since the early 1900s. While the City's sewer system does not currently provide service to any properties in unincorporated King County, its service area does include properties in unincorporated King County.  There are portions of the service area that are not fully built out.

Facilities: The sewer system included 429 connections in 2011, serving approximately 10,935 people. The City's infrastructure includes approximately 48 miles of sewer lines and 11 lift stations.  The City's existing treatment facility began operation in November 2008.

Growth: The plan utilizes population and employment projections consistent with the City of Enumclaw's water system plan estimates. The water system plan estimates were determined using the King County Countywide Planning Policies Table DP-1 housing targets and Puget Sound Regional Council population projection data.

System Improvements: The Plan identifies approximately $44 million in capital facility projects through the year 2043. Projects are expected to be paid for with revenue from monthly revenue and connection charges, or through borrowing with the Washington state Department of Ecology Clean Water State Revolving Fund.

The Plan does identify a pump station located in the Rural Area. The Plan further provides the technical justification for the location in the Rural Area. The UTRC, in its recommendation for approving the Plan, finds that the pump station is technically necessary to be located in the Rural Area.

SEPA: The City completed SEPA review for the 2016 Plan, and for each of the three amendments, between 2016 and 2024.

INVITED

· Dan Cardwell, Principal Planner, Permitting Division, Department of Local Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2025-0135 and its attachment
2. UTRC Matrix - Review of City of Enumclaw Comprehensive General Sewer Plan (September 2016) and Amendments 1 - 3
3. Transmittal Letter
4. Fiscal Note
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