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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Paul Carlson

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0144
	Date:
	April 21, 2015



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0144 amends Ordinance 17143, Section 6, to change the due date for transmittal of the 2015 update of the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 and the King County Metro Service Guidelines.

SUMMARY

Ordinance 17143 approved the initial version of the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 (Transit Strategic Plan) and the King County Metro Service Guidelines (Service Guidelines).  Section 6 establishes April 30 as the due date for 2012, 2013, and 2015 updates of the Transit Strategic Plan and Service Guidelines.

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0144 would change the due date in 2015 from April 30 to December 15.  Proposed Ordinance 2015-0144 responds to a proviso of the 2015/2016 biennium budget (Ordinance 17941, Section 113, Proviso P2), which directs the establishment of a later transmittal date so the next update could incorporate recommendations of the Service Guidelines Task Force that is currently meeting.

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0144 received a dual referral to the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) and the Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee.  The RTC gave a “do pass” recommendation to the proposed ordinance on April 15, 2015.

BACKGROUND 

During consideration of the 2015/2016 biennium budget, the County Council approved a proviso (Ordinance 17941, Section 113, Proviso P1) directing the Executive to transmit a motion approving the Transit Service Guidelines Task Force work plan.  On February 23, 2015, the County Council approved Motion 14304, which approves the Work Plan outlining the process for Task Force consideration of five topics relating to the King County Metro Service Guidelines.

The Service Guidelines are used to identify the Metro Transit service needs on the network of corridors connecting key destinations in King County, and to provide a policy basis for bus service additions and reductions.  The Service Guidelines Task Force is charged with reviewing and making recommendations regarding: 

1. How transit service performance is measured as specified in the Metro Service Guidelines to reflect the varied purposes of different types of transit service; 
2. Approaches to evaluating how the goal of geographic value is included in the Metro Service Guidelines, including minimum service standards; 
3. Approaches to evaluating how the goal of social equity is included in the Metro Service Guidelines; 
4. Outline financial policies for purchase of additional services within a municipality or among multiple municipalities; and
5. Outline guidelines for alternative services implementation;

The Task Force convened on March 4, 2015.  The Task Force website is at:

http://metro.kingcounty.gov/advisory-groups/service-guidelines-task-force/

This website includes the charge to the Task Force, a list of Task Force members, and separate pages for each Task Force meeting.   The “Task Force Resources” tab is a resource for the large volume of reference materials provided to the Task Force.

The 2015/2016 budget includes a second proviso (Ordinance 17941, Section 113, P2), directing the transmittal of an ordinance changing the April 30 deadline for transmittal of the 2015 update of the Transit Strategic Plan and Service Guidelines.

	P2 PROVIDED FURTHER THAT:
	Of this appropriation $500,000 may not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits an ordinance amending Ordinance 17143, Section 6, to change the April 30, 2015, deadline for transmittal of an ordinance amending the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 and the King County Metro Service Guidelines to a later date in 2015 that will provide sufficient time for the development of amendments to these documents as a result of the review and recommendations by the regional stakeholder transit task force called for in provisos P1 and P3 of this section.  The ordinance required by this proviso shall reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the ordinance.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The executive must file the ordinance in the form of a paper original and 
an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, the policy staff director and the lead staff for the regional transit committee and the transportation, economy and environment committee, or its successor.

The new deadline provides time for Transit staff to develop a proposed update responding to the Task Force recommendations including review by the Task Force (in September) and by the Executive.  The timeline is illustrated in Attachment 4 to this staff report, the Strategic Plan and Service Guidelines Update Proposed Planning Timeline.  There is also a Long Range Plan timeline for reference.  Note that this proposed planning timeline is not intended to be an attachment to the proposed ordinance, as stated in the transmittal letter.  Rather, it is an attachment to the transmittal letter itself.

ANALYSIS

Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2015-0144 would change the deadline for transmittal of an update to the Transit Strategic Plan and King County Metro Service Guidelines.  The change is consistent with policy direction in the 2015/2016 biennium budget.  It has been built into the Transit Division’s work program and will allow the Transit Service Guidelines Task Force recommendations to be incorporated into the next update of the Transit Strategic Plan and Service Guidelines.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2015-0144
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Revised attachment to transmittal letter
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