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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0290 would allow King County to enter into amendments to interlocal agreements (ILAs) with the cities of Bellevue, Bothell, Burien, Covington, Issaquah, Kent, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park, Pacific, Renton, Seattle, Snoqualmie and Woodinville for the distribution of Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) levy funds, which were previously appropriated in Ordinance 18239.

SUMMARY

Ordinance 18239, the 2015-2016 mid-biennial supplemental buget ordinance, authorized funding for CFT projects located in Bellevue, Bothell, Burien, Covington, Issaquah, Kent, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park, Pacific, Renton, Seattle, Snoqualmie and Woodinville. The County has existing CFT ILAs with those cities. This proposed ordinance would authorize the amendment of those ILAs to allow for the transfer of CFT levy funds so that the cities can purchase the identified properties.  

BACKGROUND 

CFT levy funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. By statute, these funds are available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands. King County Code Chapter 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy funds.  

In the 2015-2016 mid-biennial supplemental budget ordinance, Ordinance 18239, the Council authorized funding for CFT projects on properties throughout the county, including projects that had been identified in cooperation with the cities of Bellevue, Bothell, Burien, Covington, Issaquah, Kent, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park, Pacific, Renton, Seattle, Snoqualmie and Woodinville. These funding allocations were based on recommendations from the King County Conservation Futures Citizens’ Oversight Committee.  

In order to transfer the funding for the acquisition of the identified properties, King County must enter into an ILA with each participating city, or amend an existing ILA to include the additional project. The County has existing ILAs with the cities in which these projects are located. These ILAs define the terms and conditions governing the use of CFT funds and the responsibilities of the County and the respective city in implementing CFT projects. Amendments to each city’s ILA are required for the current round of project funding. The proposed ILA amendments describe each project and the funding allocation.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0290 would authorize the Executive to amend the CFT ILAs with the cities to support the acquisition of the open space projects listed below and disburse CFT funds for those projects to the cities. As noted, the Council has already approved funding for the CFT projects as part of the biennial budget ordinance.

The approved CFT projects are summarized in the table below:

	Jurisdiction
	Project Name
	CFT Funds
	Council District

	Bellevue
	Bellevue Greenways & Open Space System
	$500,000
	6

	Bothell
	Wayne Golf Course – Front Nine
	$200,000
	1

	Burien
	South King County Urban Agriculture Center
	$200,000
	8

	Covington
	South Covington Park/Jenkins Creek Trail
	$150,000
	9

	Issaquah
	Issaquah Creek Waterways
	$200,000
	3

	Kent
	Clark Lake
	$500,000
	5

	Kirkland
	Juanita Heights Park
	$150,000
	1

	Lk Forest Park
	Pfingst/Animal Acres
	$300,000
	1

	Pacific
	Milwaukee Creek at Tacoma Boulevard
	$15,000
	7

	Pacific
	Omer Open Space
	$45,000
	7

	Renton
	May Creek/Fawcett Property
	$450,000
	9

	Snoqualmie
	Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach
	$150,000
	3

	Woodinville
	Little Bear Creek
	$57,500
	1

	Seattle
	First Hill Urban Center Village
	$1,000,000
	8

	Seattle
	Greenwood/Phinney Ridge Urban Village Pk
	$850,000
	4

	Seattle
	North Rainier Urban Village
	$300,000
	2

	Seattle
	Thornton Creek Natural Area
	$200,000
	1

	Seattle
	West Seattle (West Duwamish) Greenbelt
	$425,000
	8



ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0290, including Attachments A and B
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note

INVITED

· David Tiemann, Open Space Planner, Department of Natural Resources & Parks
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