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October 14, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for the Council’s consideration and adoption is the Interlocal Agreement for Medical Examiner Services between Snohomish County and King County.  This letter of transmittal outlines both the history and current issues that led to the development and submission of this agreement.

Background/History: This Interlocal Agreement with Snohomish County arises out of the confusion that ensued last June 2003 after Snohomish County law enforcement were involved with the shooting death of fugitive Harold McCord Jr. in Monroe.  Mr. McCord died in King County at Harborview Medical Center where he was treated unsuccessfully for gunshot wounds.  In the McCord case, King County held the inquest after the Snohomish County Medical Examiner refused to hold the inquest because the autopsy had been performed by the King County Medical Examiner. 

Prior to the McCord case, the medical examiners of Snohomish and King County had attempted to craft a similar Interlocal Agreement, but efforts were suspended due to concerns regarding legal liability.  After the McCord case, there was renewed interest in crafting a document to facilitate investigation of deaths that occur in the King County resulting from incidents originating in other counties. 

Anticipated Results in Passage of this Legislation:

· This agreement between King County and Snohomish County will increase the efficiency of criminal investigation and adjudication.  It is in the public interest of both King and Snohomish County for Snohomish to conduct postmortem examinations and/or hold inquests in potential criminal cases where the incident leading to death, the criminal investigation, and the adjudication of the case occur within Snohomish County.

· If someone dies in King County after a violent incident in Snohomish County, Snohomish County officials have the opportunity to attend the postmortem examination in their own county.

· Questions regarding who conducts an inquest will be clarified by this agreement.  Although the Snohomish County Medical Examiner may still decline to conduct an inquest, this agreement gives them the discretionary authority to do so.

· If the King County Medical Examiner conducts the postmortem examination, the Snohomish County Medical Examiner may still decide to hold an inquest in Snohomish County.  In this limited circumstance, the Snohomish County Medical Examiner would be acting as an agent of King County and King County could be named as a defendant in a lawsuit based on the actions of Snohomish County officials.  However, the agreement specifies that Snohomish County would be obligated to defend and indemnify King County if such a lawsuit was brought against King County.

Conclusion and Recommendation:

If the agreement is approved by council:

· The King County Medical Examiner will conduct a formal meeting with the Snohomish County Medical Examiner in order to resolve the specific procedures necessary to minimize any potential delays and inconveniences to any families and organ/tissue procurement agencies.

· The King County Medical Examiner will conduct an ongoing review of the death investigation cases affected by the Interlocal Agreement and recommend amendments or other modifications at six-month and one year intervals after its approval by King County Executive and Council.

The Interlocal Agreement is necessary because without it Snohomish County will not consider conducting inquests when a person injured by actions of Snohomish County officials dies in King County and the postmortem examination is conducted by the King County Medical Examiner.  Also, the agreement clarifies the parties’ obligations when a decedent is transferred to the Snohomish County Medical Officer for postmortem examination. 

We recommend the Council’s earliest review, deliberation, and passage of the agreement.

Any questions regarding this issue can be directed to Alonzo Plough, Director, Public Health, Seattle and King County at (206) 296-1480. 

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff, King County Council




 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Alonzo Plough, Director, Seattle-King County Department of Public Health (SKCDPH)

Hikari Tamura, Division Director, Interim Prevention, SKCDPH
